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Letter from the Editors

Dear reader,

We started publishing Partner Spotlights three years ago as a small gesture of thanks to our Partners, allowing 
them to share their stories and profiles with the wider Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion.

Living Church Partners commit each year to donate sacrificially to the Living Church Foundation. Some are 
longtime colleagues and friends who have stood by us faithfully through many seasons of growth and change. 
Others have newly jumped onboard, pledging part of their budget in support of our ministry. 

This is also meant to be a gift to you. We want you to see the unity-in-fellowship your support and readership en-
courages. As you peruse the stories in the following pages, we hope you do so reflectively and joyfully, and that you 
are moved by the diversity of personality, ministry, and signs of providence at work among us.

A complete list of all our Partners is available at livingchurch.org/partners.  
To become a Partner, contact the Rev. Mark Michael (mmichael@livingchurch.org).

Thank you to all of our Partners and to the communities they serve.

Yours in Christ,

The Editors

Partner Spotlights 
2022
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Last year we requested your 
prayers for our beloved co-direc-
tor, Tom Noland. We regret that 

Tom passed away in January, following 
a two-year battle with cancer.

Tom was an international journalist and 
writer, a retired Fortune 100 executive, 
and a consummate family man and lov-
er of life. He devoted three-plus decades 
to the field of corporate communications 
at Humana Inc., where he was senior 
vice president and chief spokesperson. 
Tom  served on the vestries of Calvary 
and St. Francis in the Fields Episcopal 
churches in Louisville, Kentucky, and 

for 25 years he co-wrote and taught 
church-based adult education courses, 
Bible studies, and book discussions with 
his wife, CCU co-director Vivian Ruth 
Sawyer. Their retirement plans included 
expanding the Consortium in pursuit of 
reconciliation and unity among the many 
denominations of followers of Christ.

In his final months, Tom was excit-
ed about forging a link between the 
Consortium and the Community of 
St. Anselm at Lambeth Palace, with the 
intention of the Consortium becoming 
the fundraising channel for tax-free 
American donations to the U.K.-based 

Community, since the missions of 
both organizations are to bring diverse 
Christians together through prayer and 
fellowship. We are in the process of ex-
ploring IRS-approved ways of creating 
that connection.

Tom is remembered as singularly ac-
complished, effortlessly charming, in-
variably supportive, persistently cheer-
ful. He leaves a legacy of profound joy. 
As we enter this new season, we are 
grieving our loss, yet we expect that 
God’s providence will deepen our hearts 
and open new doors for his work.

Consortium for Christian Unity
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In early January, All Saints ministry 
leaders discussed how to re-engage 
with a community emerging from 

the pandemic. We needed something 
simple to execute that would share the 
gospel of Jesus with the local commu-
nity. The Alpha course had previously 
been well-received, so we asked the 
Lord: Please guide us if Alpha is in your 
plan for All Saints, and help us to iden-
tify whom we should serve.

Less than 12 hours later, we received 
an unsolicited email from a stranger 
named Margie, a resident at Knollwood 
military retirement community just 
over a mile away, specifically request-
ing Alpha! The clarity and speed with 

which the Lord answered that prayer 
was amazing. Praise Jesus!

With the help of Margie and her crew 
of enthusiastic residents, we kicked off 
Alpha during Lent. Twenty-five resi-
dents signed up — not all churchgoers 
or even believers — and kept returning 
every week. 

Alpha was such a success that when 
we wrapped up, the sweet residents of 
Knollwood requested we return with 
a Bible study. What joy it is to serve a 
God who so clearly answered a simple 
prayer by calling All Saints Church to 
partner with neighbors just around the 
corner from us in Washington, D.C. 

Members of the Diocese of 
Long Island enjoyed a bus-
tling winter and spring while 

still coping with the lingering conse-
quences of the pandemic. 

Across Brooklyn, Queens, and Nas-
sau and Suffolk counties, the ministries 
of our parishes continue to uplift the 
dignity of our neighbors,  serving and 
sharing meals, tutoring children, grow-
ing fresh produce in organic gardens, 
and more. 

These ministries, with the finan-
cial support of Episcopal Ministries of 
Long Island, distributed 346 tons of 
produce and nutritious food, served 
more than 80,350 meals, and provided 
1,433 hours of training and educational 
programs in support of our neighbors.

 The Diocesan Reparations Commit-
tee also launched the inaugural  Bar-
bara C. Harris Scholars Program for 
Truth and Reparations, which recently 
awarded $10,000 scholarships to eight 
students who were the descendants of 
enslaved people. The awards were pre-
sented at a joyous inaugural Juneteenth 
celebration at the Cathedral of the In-
carnation on June 19.

All Saints Church
Chevy Chase, Maryland

Diocese of  
Long Island
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Beginning with an act of pastoral 
grace by our first rector, the Rev. 
Daniel Nash, in 1800, we have 

existed to seek, serve, and share Christ 
with our neighbors in Cooperstown 
and in Otsego County. In 2022, we are 
grateful to gather together and cele-
brate the sacraments, and we are excit-
ed and blessed to have our nursery and 
Sunday school up and running again. 
We love to hear the voices of children 
on Sunday mornings. 

Christ Church
Cooperstown, New York

This year, the Rt. Rev. David Reed 
selected a verse from 1 Thessa-
lonians to inspire our congre-

gations: “Encourage one another and 
build each other up.” He shared why 
he chose this phrase: “Now it’s time for 
us to look up, look outward, and take 
up the shared work of building and re-
building the body of Christ. It is time to 
regather, reconnect, and re-engage the 
life and ministries of the Church.”

We give thanks as churches transi-
tion back to in-person worship and 
engagement. This summer, the dioce-
san World Missions team is supporting 
global mission trips while strengthen-
ing our relationship with the Church in 

Navajoland and the Diocese of South 
Dakota. Camp Capers will celebrate 
75 years of transforming relationships 
with Jesus Christ. 

Immigration and Refugee Ministries 
reopened Plaza de Paz Respite Center 
earlier this year to provide daytime wel-
coming services, including meals and 
assistance with travel arrangements. 

Bp. Reed reminds us: “Pray for grace, 
wisdom, and courage to reclaim, and 
find joy in, that childhood vocation 
wrapped up in the image of God in 
which you are created. Our Lord Jesus 
has given us everything we need to do 
the work he calls us to.”

Diocese of West Texas

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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St. Francis Episcopal Church
Potomac, Maryland

The testimony for Christ in the public square is part 
of what Christ Church Cathedral owns as vocation in 
downtown Nashville, assembling for worship, praise, 

and witness in the shadow of the Capitol steps.
The Sunday evening BreakingBread@6 service is led by a 

jazz quartet on last Sundays of the month. Worship leaders 
and others often sing and chant on Broadway before wor-
ship, encouraging passersby to join in the evening worship.

Prayers for peace and for the people of Ukraine have con-
tinued without ceasing since the start of Russian aggression. 
“Tying the fence” blue and yellow has been the order of the 
day, asking for an end to war and for the peace of Christ to 
prevail.

Christ Church Cathedral
Nashville, Tennesse

This year, we partnered with a local synagogue and a 
mosque to sponsor two Afghan families, the Wah-
dats and Nasims, as they resettled in our communi-

ty after U.S. troops withdrew from their homeland. It has 
been a whole-parish effort, from members of the youth 
group recording audio books to help young Madiyah Wah-
dat learn English, to parishioners providing free dental care 
and coaching family members on using modern sewing 
machines and following American rules of the road when 
driving. We pray for the Wahdat and Nasim families week 
by week, and share in the excitement of seeing them make 
friendships, find work, and become more confident in navi-
gating life in this very different part of the world.

The partnership has also helped us grow in friendship with 
our Jewish and Islamic neighbors. We have shared together 
in worship services, youth activities, and dialogue sessions 
focused on why “welcoming the stranger” is an important 
moral focus of the different faiths we profess. We hope God 
will use this work as a witness for unity and peace in our 
deeply divided world.
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The Diocese of Dallas has contin-
ued to guide a steady influx of 
young men and women who are 

discerning their call to Holy Orders. 
Most recently the diocese ordained nine 
people as transitional deacons who are 
now serving as curates in our parishes. 

In addition to our robust ordination 
program, we’ve developed ecumenical 
partnerships with African American 
churches in Dallas, with a model of 
sharing leadership and learning from 
each other. St. Matthew’s Cathedral, led 
by the Very Rev. Rob Price, has built 
strong relationships with True Lee Bap-

tist Church, where priests, pastors, and 
congregations united for a march in 
recognition of Juneteenth, and with Im-
pact Church, where the two congrega-
tions share in worship, Bible study, and 
evangelism. Another example of these 
partnerships is Our Savior Church part-
nership with Victory Outreach Church, 
whose members share in ministry to the 
neighborhood, providing fresh produce 
from their church garden to needful res-
idents living in a food desert. 

The diocese has paid particular at-
tention to youth this year, with a post-
COVID return to camp that brought 

children from all corners of North Texas 
to share in outdoor fun and deepen their 
faith. We also partnered with Champi-
ons Camp, a program that helps dis-
advantaged youth receive professional 
guidance for obtaining academic and 
athletic scholarships to college, while 
also preparing them for success once 
they leave high school. 

Additionally, the diocese harnessed 
the talent of the Rev. Canon Dr. Victor 
Austin, who prepared a popular post-
COVID catechesis with other clergy 
in the diocese for use in churches and 
small-group study. 

Diocese of Dallas

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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We have been busy at St. George’s, getting our lives 
put back together and moving forward after the 
depredations of the pandemic. The stage was set 

for 2022 with a magnificent Christmas concert featuring 
Melanie Penn and her original album  Immanuel.  Fellow-
ship opportunities featured gatherings at a local craft brew-
ery, and our outreach provided food and clothing for our  
community.

In 2022, we’re living into a renewed mission strategy for 
becoming the people God created us to be: disciples of 
Jesus and seekers of justice. We’re collaborating with the 

Diocese of Western Massachusetts on projects including cre-
ation care and ending gun violence. Our Racial Justice Com-
mission is leading us in discernment about what form rep-
arations might take in our context; we are welcoming new 
staff to help lead our youth and young adult ministries; and 
our annual convention will bring us together around press-
ing questions of discipleship and what the call of love means 
for us here and now.

St. George’s Episcopal Church
Dayton, Ohio

Diocese of Massachusetts

A few months ago, Elijah “Eli” Palmer, a 20-year-old 
member of our church, died unexpectedly. This ad-
mired and adored young man grew up in St. Luke’s 

Church, attended St. Luke’s School, and volunteered every 
chance he could. In his memory, we’ve established the  Eli 
Palmer Shepherd’s Fund for youth programming and min-
istry, and  this fall St. Luke’s new administration and Eli 
Palmer Youth Building will open to celebrate life, family, and  
community.

How can the church meet people where they are? Our 
School for Ministry forms clergy whose call has been 
confirmed but who choose not to attend residential 

seminary. Our Digital Mission welcomes the spiritually cu-
rious  online and provides contemplation and conversation. 
Church of the Woods in the wilds and wetlands of Canterbury 
provides a place of spiritual practice for those who haven’t 
found a home in walled churches, or who long for a place and 
community for communing with God and nature. In all these 
things, we celebrate our purpose, which is to claim the power 
of God’s love as we share Jesus Christ with others. 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Episcopal Church of  
New Hampshire
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Around Gallipolis, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church is 
known as “the Loaves and Fishes church” for host-
ing the 30-year-old ministry that provides a hot noon 

meal one Sunday a month. St. Peter’s and the neighboring 
churches with which it collaborates in Loaves and Fishes also 
make available to their guests items such as used clothing 
and shoes, toiletries, diapers, and feminine hygiene prod-
ucts. Its location in downtown Gallipolis also makes its front 
yard an ideal spot for the town’s Tiny Pantry box. People 
from all over the community donate canned goods that are 
available to anyone in need. 

The Church of the Good Shepherd, Athens, sits smack dab 
in the middle of the campus of Ohio University. Since 2017, 
the congregation has operated the CrossRoads Café, which 
sells coffee and tea for $1. Patrons may buy coffee for others, 
or if short on cash, can just take a cup.

Across the state in western central Ohio, the two congre-
gations of the Northern Miami Valley Episcopal Cluster — 
Church of Epiphany, Urbana, and Church of Our Saviour, 
Mechanicsburg — are doing what many small churches find 
it hard to do. They are growing. New members are attracted 
by the two congregations’ friendship with the LGBTQ com-
munity and by the Episcopal Church’s willingness to talk 
about issues of race and racism.

The Diocese of Southern Ohio is made up of 71 congrega-
tions across 40 counties. We are led by the Rt. Rev. George 
Wayne Smith, our provisional bishop. Prayers for our dio-
cese during this time of transition are welcome!

Diocese of Southern Ohio

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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Under the leadership of the Rt. 
Rev. Morris Thompson, we’ve 
prioritized diversity and racial 

healing. The number of female clergy 
in leadership positions has increased 
by 166 percent since 2021. We elected 
our first female bishop, the Rev. Canon 
Shannon Duckworth. A Latino minis-
try was added to reach out to the grow-
ing and underserved Hispanic popula-
tion in the New Orleans metropolitan 
area. The Racial Healing Commission 
has held well-attended Dismantling 
Racism trainings. We have begun to 
turn our attention to the difficult con-
versation surrounding reparations.

Like everyone, we are recover-

ing from the emotional toll of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. We also con-
tinue to recover from the damage of 
Hurricane Ida and the six other storms 
that have affected Louisiana since 2020. 
One of the greatest strengths of our di-
ocese is the ability to draw together and 
support one another in times of crisis.  
We are grateful for the assistance re-
ceived from individuals across the 
church and from our long-term part-
ner in disaster response, Episcopal Re-
lief & Development.

For those of us on the coastline, cli-
mate change is never far from our 
minds. The work of creation care hits 
home and is a top priority.

Diocese of Louisiana We’re a neighborhood church 
in the middle of Manhat-
tan, composed of two old 

parishes, established in 1793 and 1805 
respectively, that reaches out to the 
Upper West Side community in a mul-
titude of ways. In addition to worship 
— in-person, Zoom, and livestreamed 
— we offer a daily takeaway lunch 
program for our neighbors in need; 
a school for beginners, nursery, and 
pre-K students; and an active concert 
series, which provides a performance 
venue in our music-loving Lincoln 
Center neighborhood, enhancing the 
lives of local musicians and those who 
come to hear them. 

Christ & St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church
New York City
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In the past year, we’ve uncovered more surprising storehous-
es of adaptivity and resilience, by God’s grace, than any of us 
would have thought possible. A survey of this year’s deanery 

reports uncovered a widening capacity of worshipful imagina-
tion, new tools for connecting with one another, and innova-
tive measures for meeting the demands of the common good. 
Stalwart and faithful laypersons have emerged in impressive 
numbers (and with impressive skills) to assure continuity in our 
parishes during times of transition in local ordained leadership. 
This period of introspection, tenacity, and transition was felt by 
all of us, together, as we diligently prayed and worked toward 
the election of our new bishop, the Rt. Rev. Brian Kendall Bur-
gess. The healthy, peaceable, and unifying election process was 
soaked in constant prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and the faithful future of our little corner of the Jesus move-
ment. We may rightly hope that the strength and imagination 
learned in this past year might elegantly align with God’s grace 
at work in the pastoral leadership of Bp. Burgess, that we might 
more faithfully worship, witness, and serve in God’s name in 
the year ahead. As some familiar in-person events resume and 
some windows of leadership transition close, the Diocese of 
Springfield continues, ever more mindful of the weight of hu-
man need (locally and globally), but ever more hopeful of the 
wild abundance of God’s grace poured out for us, to us, and 
through us in Christ’s name. 

Diocese of Springfield

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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Prison ministry has formally been a 
ministry within our diocese since 
1987, but our involvement dates 

back to the founding of Kairos Prison 
Ministry in 1967. This prison ministry 
mission exists to encourage, assist, and 
equip the church to respond to the pas-
toral and sacramental needs of the in-
carcerated. It also serves their families, 
ex-offenders, victims, and those who 
work with the incarcerated. There are 
over a dozen prisons in the diocese, with 
32,000 inmates, and over a dozen cler-
gy and trained laity to spread God’s love 
through this ministry.

With the onset of COVID, all func-
tioning prisons within the diocese 
were affected by restrictions. But with 
restrictions easing, we have been 
re-establishing this ministry this year, 
mindful that Jesus began and ended his 
ministry speaking of prisoners (Luke 4, 
Matthew 25).

The diocese has also facilitated re-
lated efforts, including Operation New 
Hope, an employment enterprise for 
returning citizens, a justice think tank 
at Florida State University, and a state-
wide initiative for voters’ rights for re-
turning citizens.

Diocese of Florida

This year already seems to be 
flying by. We’re again enjoy-
ing in-person events like visi-

tations with our new bishop, the Rt. 
Rev. Betsey Monnot, and youth gath-
erings, and we’re looking forward to 
our annual summer retreat. Our work 
toward becoming beloved commu-
nity continues through education, 
training, partnerships, and advocacy. 
We’ve also tried out a new online Bi-
ble study pairing the popular TV series 
Schitt’s Creek with the week’s gospel 
reading. We hope to continue creat-
ing spaces to reflect and share, and re-
member not to not take ourselves too  
seriously.

Diocese of Iowa
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October 13 is a date the Rt. Rev. W. Michie Klusmey-
er, seventh Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of West 
Virginia, should remember easily. The date is the 

anniversary of his consecration and the planned date for his 
retirement, and the beginning of his 22nd year of Episcopal 
ministry. After serving as bishop for 21 years, he will retire 
in 2022. At that time, Matthew D. Cowden, who is serving 
as bishop coadjutor, will become the diocese’s eighth bishop. 
Change is rare in the Mountain State. In slightly more than 
180 years, only seven bishops have shepherded the church in 
West Virginia. 

As the diocese honors our retiring bishop, we prepare for 
the transition. While Bishop Klusmeyer makes his final par-
ish visits during the coming months, Bishop Cowden con-
tinues similar trips to meet and be greeted by those whom 
he will lead come October 14.

Klusmeyer leaves a legacy of working diligently for equal-
ity and justice. His work includes the creation of a Diocesan 
Commission on Racism and Diversity, as well as programs to 
bring respect and support to those suffering from substance 
abuse disorders and poverty.

Diocese of West Virginia

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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You hear them all over downtown 
Sarasota. You hear them inside 
apartments and condos, offic-

es and restaurants. Boaters even hear 
them echo across the bay. 

Our five bronze bells hang 65 feet 
above the ground, the tower a tall and 
striking offering to God. They were ded-
icated in 1967 — a gift from Mrs. Irene 
Almeda Hope in memory of her hus-
band, Frank Radford Hope — and they 
ring throughout the day, calling people 
to Morning and Evening Prayer, marking 
noontime, tolling at funerals, and chim-
ing at weddings. And, of course, they ring 
joyfully every Sunday morning. 

Each bell has its own special charac-
ter. The bass bell weighs 3,335 pounds, 
holds sound for three minutes, and can 
be heard for several miles. The St. Jo-
seph Bell, an F-sharp, is inscribed with 
the words, “O ye humble and holy men 

of heart, bless ye the Lord.” This bell is 
rung at the beginning of services, call-
ing people to worship. 

Recently, a new resident of a con-
dominium adjacent to Redeemer was 
captivated by the sound of the bells. He 
hadn’t been to church in a long while, 
but after hearing the bells, he felt like 
they were calling to him — like God 
was calling to him — urging him to 
come to church. So he listened. Now 
he’s a member of Redeemer. 

This year, our parish has called peo-
ple to God in many different ways, new 
and old. Sometimes, a livestreamed ser-
vice, a Google search, or an Instagram 
post encourages someone to come to 
church. Other times, it’s an article in 
a newspaper or an invitation from a 
friend. And sometimes, it’s the steady, 
comforting sound of church bells. 

Church of the Redeemer
Sarasota, Florida
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To be human in this age is to live 
with perpetual change. To be 
Christian is to entrust one’s life 

to the faithful care of Jesus amid these 
changes.  

This year, Church of the Incarnation 
has endured significant changes.  In 
three months, our beloved rector, Tony 
Burton, retired; our vice rector moved 
away; and our assistant rector of forma-
tion was promoted to vicar at St. Mar-
tin’s Houston. Amid these changes, we 
are seeking to be ordinary Christians 
by entrusting our parish to the pierced 
hands of the Good Shepherd.  

In just a short time, our Lord has 
been faithful by calling the Rev. Dr. 
Christopher A. Beeley (pictured) as 
our next rector. The speed and health of 
this transition is a tribute to the faithful 
participation of our lay members, who 
generously gave and served — some 

even showed up weekly to pray for the 
rector search. Vestry members also re-
newed their devotion to Christ, praying 
much, listening well, and pursuing the 
unity that comes by way of following 
the Holy Spirit. Dr. Beeley was unan-
imously elected by the vestry as our 
16th rector.  

He begins his new role after serving 
as the director of the Anglican Episcopal 
House of Studies and Jack and Barbara 
Bovender Professor of Theology, Angli-
can Studies, and Ministry at Duke Di-
vinity School. Before joining the Duke 
faculty, he taught for 16 years at Yale 
Divinity School. An accomplished theo-
logian and the author of several books, 
he is also an experienced preacher and 
priest, having served in eight churches.   

At Incarnation, we are thrilled about 
our new rector and ever more commit-
ted to our Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 

Episcopal Church of the Incarnation
Dallas

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.

We celebrated our 150th Anniversary in 2020. Serv-
ing the area originally known as Longacre Square 
— now called Times Square — the church has 

been a vibrant presence in our neighborhood. 
Our hallmarks are three: Anglo-Catholic tradition, beau-

tiful music, and dedication to serving the community. Under 
the leadership of interim rector Sammy Wood and associate 
rector James Ross Smith, we’re casting an eye toward mod-
ern churchgoers while still upholding worship traditions. 
With music director and composer and organist Dr. David 
Hurd, a renowned Aeolian-Skinner organ, and ideal acous-
tics, we can regularly host world-class artists like organist 
Paul Jacobs and the vocal ensemble the Tallis Scholars.   

The church’s neighborhood outreach initiatives are a back-
bone of parish life. Neighbors in Need, our monthly drop-in 
program, distributes clothing, toiletries, and other goods to 
those who need them. Saint Mary’s team for the AIDS Walk 
is consistently in the top 10 fundraisers, raising more than 
$55,000 in 2022. 

An astonishingly beautiful edifice (as this is being written 
the church is completing work on a major renovation and 
restoration of its historic façade) and the congregation’s ded-
ication to its Anglo-Catholic heritage and the neighborhood 
cements the place of Church of Saint Mary the Virgin as the 
Episcopal Parish of Times Square.

Church of Saint Mary the Virgin
New York City
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Grace Church draws its mem-
bers from the greater New York 
metropolitan area. Since relo-

cating to the Greenwich Village area of 
Manhattan in 1846, we have enjoyed an 
especially close relationship with this 
neighborhood south of Union Square, 
and we strive to serve whoever comes 
inside our doors. Following the pan-
demic closure we have steadily been 
reopening: adding back in-person wor-
ship services, social events, and hands-
on outreach projects.  We do require 

vaccination, which has allowed the re-
turn of the common cup to our Eucha-
rists and mask-optional worship.  This 
summer our choristers embarked on 
a concert tour of Ireland. Our glorious 
Gothic Revival building on Broadway 
is open every day of the week for any-
one who wants to enter, rest, pray, or 
find inspiration. 

We rejoice at the recovery of New 
York City and trust that in a small way 
we are contributing to it in our neigh-
borhood.

Grace Church 
New York City

People get told every day that they 
only matter if they can prove it. 
We’re creating spaces where you 

don’t have to prove anything. You mat-
ter to God. You matter to us. In 2022, 
many people without church homes 
chose Holy Spirit because they were 
treated like they matter. Every first-
time guest gets a mug, and every sec-
ond-time guest gets invited to serve. 
Most third-timers help carry forward 
the gifts for Communion! Showing 
people they matter is our gift to our 
community.

Holy Spirit  
Episcopal Church
Waco, Texas
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Exploration. Joy. Laughter. Solemnity. All of it holy. This 
is what 2022 has looked like at St. David’s, especially 
from the view of our family worship service. This new 

service was begun in the fall of 2021, with weekly Scripture 
stories told through drama and drawing. Geared to children 
approximately 5 and  younger, and those who love to wor-
ship with them, this service encourages children to partici-
pate in the liturgy and the Holy Eucharist. Each week as they 
arrive, children select how they would like to help for the 
day: preparing for worship, carrying something in the pro-
cession, or setting the table at the Offertory. In this way, they 
are beginning to learn the rhythm of worship, the responsi-
bility of participating, and the words of our prayers in a way 
that welcomes them as they are. We are regularly welcoming 
families we have never seen before, and over the course of 
the year we’ve seen an average of 35 people each week. The 
Rev. Elizabeth Colton and Emily Given, director of Chris-
tian formation, have  mentioned that  they love  seeing how 
several generations of one family attend together. The joy on 
everyone’s faces is what shines brightest. The past two years 
of pandemic have meant so few faces in church — and less of 
the faces of young people. To see them having fun, learning, 
praying, and participating gives so much hope in the God 
they are coming to know.

St. David’s Episcopal Church
Wayne, Pennsylvania

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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This past year, Oklahoma received the third-highest 
number of Afghan refugees in the country. We part-
nered with Catholic Charities to assist in resettlement 

efforts. Around the same time, the diocese began offering 
micro-grants to encourage congregations to experiment with 
new ways to enhance vitality and reach out to their neigh-
bors. Trinity, Tulsa, received a vitality grant to help begin 
the 1,000 Yards Project, compensating Afghan refugees for 
handmade items using yarn, knitting, and crochet supplies. 
The inspiration for this new ministry came when members 
of the congregation discovered that many Afghan women 
liked to crochet. Coordinator of the 1,000 Yards Project, Jen-

nifer Ratliff Towner, explained, “I felt called to help because 
I would want someone to reach out to my family if we were 
ever displaced.” 

To date, over 140 handmade crochet items have been cre-
ated. Other diocesan micro-grants have been given for a 
range of diverse projects, from reusable shopping bags, to 
creating a dog park for the community, to building model 
airplanes with children and seniors. The micro-grants are 
just a small part of a new congregational vitality vision in 
the diocese that includes a menu of training options and a 
congregational vitality assessment in partnership with the 
Episcopal Church Foundation and FaithX.

Diocese of Oklahoma
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Parishioners are looking forward 
to celebrating St. Martin’s 70th 
anniversary on a special Anni-

versary Sunday, Oct. 2, with Max Luca-
do (pictured), teaching minister at Oak 
Hills Church in San Antonio. Lucado 
will preach at the 9 and 11:15 a.m. tra-
ditional services, teaching adult Sun-
day school in between. (The 11:15 a.m. 
service will be livestreamed.) 

The evening before, he will give a 
short homily, and then Amy Grant, 
Grammy Award-winning Chris-
tian artist, will take the stage for a 
long-awaited Stewardship Celebration 
Concert. Lucado will lead a special 
Monday breakfast meeting with the 
Men of St. Martin’s Bible study.

As it reaches its 70th birthday, St. 
Martin’s continues to carry the good 
news to the city of Houston and be-
yond in ways its original founders like-
ly could not have imagined. Monday 

through Friday, parishioners wake up 
to a popular email devotional written 
by St. Martin’s clergy. 

These daily words started going out 
when COVID set in and have become 
a constant source of encouragement 
and comfort. Parishioners like them 
so much, they often forward them to 
friends, and soon the friends are regu-
lar subscribers too. 

As St. Martin’s grows under the lead-
ership of its fourth rector, the Rev. Dr. 
Russell J. Levenson Jr., it looks for new 
ways to reach out to neighbors. Ster-
ling’s Market, a farmer’s market, brings 
children, pets, and parents to campus 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. It 
opens with prayer just as vendors finish 
setting up their booths, and soon the 
parking lot is buzzing with pets, chil-
dren, and shoppers of all ages.

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
Houston

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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Messiah Episcopal Church is a Spirit-filled and 
Evangelical-Anglican congregation in the High-
land Park neighborhood of St. Paul. We are grate-

ful for growth this past year, as we introduced new ways to 
welcome members through the Alpha course and our house 
group ministries. Burmese Karen Anglicans have been part 
of Messiah since 2007. Not being able to worship in person 
for much of the pandemic has taken a toll on this communi-
ty. We have begun a discernment process to assess the pos-
sibility of a Karen language “church within a church” model.

Mockingbird has continued its work of proclaiming 
the unconditional grace of God to a weary world. 
Spring 2022 heralded the return of our annual 

conference in New York City, with historian Tom Holland 
and writer Anne Helen Petersen as keynote speakers. We 
also published the “Success and Failure” issue of our print 
journal, which features interviews with musician Bruce 
Cockburn, psychologist Madeline Levine, and  Ted Lasso’s 
Nick Mohammed. We are also gearing up for the release of 
David Zahl’s new book, Low Anthropology, out this month. 

This year saw one service return to a glorious al-
most-normal — the wonder of unveiled faces, the 
crescendos of choral praise; some even shaking hands 

again — while another, our COVID-era experiment called 
Picnic Eucharist, seems here to stay. Call it our attempt 
to Keep Worship Weird here in Austin, but we just love hav-
ing church outside. It took a pandemic to open our eyes to 
the opportunities for neighborly hospitality inherent in our 
own property, but now — thankfully — we can’t unsee what 
God revealed to us in exile.

Messiah Episcopal Church
St. Paul, Minnesota Mockingbird Ministries

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Austin, Texas We are in the midst of a joyful transition. After 11 years 

serving as associate priest for family ministry as well 
as school chaplain, the Rev. Clare Yarborough cele-

brated her last Mass with us on June 12. On that date we held re-
ceptions after two Masses to thank her for preaching, teaching, 
baptizing, and feeding us with the Word of God and the Bread 
of Life. Farewell and thank you, Mother Clare!

In July, we will welcome the Rev. Kristin Neily Barberia to 
take over both roles. She comes to us from Pacific Palisades, 
California, where she has served since 2007 as chaplain at St. 
Matthew’s Parish School. She previously served as associate to 
the rector at St. Matthew’s from 1995 to 2000. 

St. Michael and All Angels  
Episcopal Church Tucson, Arizona
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Church of the Good Shepherd has 
much to celebrate as we experi-
ence a time of growth. The last 

two years have really helped us to ap-
preciate and celebrate being together. 
Our congregation is enthusiastic about 
coming together for worship, Christian 
formation, and fellowship. But it’s the 
milestone moments that really reflect 
the growth of our church communi-
ty.  Baptisms have been on the rise in 
the last year. And we confirmed a large 

class of both sixth graders and adults 
this past spring, with our congregation 
acting as loving cheerleaders of faith. 

The Holy Spirit is filling the people 
of Good Shepherd. We are truly bless-
ed with a special closeness as a church 
family. We share a connection through 
worship and the sense of family and 
community that we feel when togeth-
er.  Together we are “Changing Lives, 
Sharing Christ.”

We’re a small but faithful An-
glo-Catholic community in 
the heart of Providence and 

Brown University. Our new rector was 
installed on the Feast of St. Michael and 
All Angels in 2021. In 2022, we said a 
warm farewell to James Busby, who 
retired after 29 years of leading our 
esteemed music program. With new 
advertising for Evensong and Benedic-
tion, and offerings such as Faure’s Re-
quiem on Remembrance Sunday, we’ve 
seen increased attendance of first-time 
worshipers, and worship is beginning 
to return to pre-pandemic levels. Some 
folks can walk from their homes; others 
drive from an hour away to be with us.

Church of the Good Shepherd
Corpus Christi, Texas
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S. Stephen’s  
Episcopal Church
Providence, Rhode Island

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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As a single parish with two church 
buildings — one in Gramercy 
Park and another in Stuyve-

sant Town — Calvary-St. George’s has 
always tried to emphasize unity. We 
are a single neighborhood church that 
happens to be in two different neigh-
borhoods. During the pandemic we 
had to broaden our idea of neighbor-
hood even more than we could have 
imagined. By putting resources into 
our Sunday livestream and offering a 
regular online Bible study, we now have 
people across the country who call our 
parish home. The Storymakers Sunday 
school curriculum, developed right 
here in our growing youth and family 
ministry, has made its way to churches 
across the world this year. 

Even so, it’s the return of in-person 
gatherings during the week where we 
have seen the most enthusiasm. From 
our weeknight newcomer class, “Your 

Church,” to our thriving small-group 
ministry that meets in homes across 
Manhattan, Brooklyn, and Queens, to 
our young-adult ministry and other 
community groups, we have found a 
way to grow without losing our com-
mitment to community. 

What unites our community? Keep-
ing our ministries and events rooted in 
the gospel, first and foremost. Our deep 
commitment to theological teaching 
and preaching is what binds togeth-
er people from many different back-
grounds — and many locations. 

Parish of Calvary-St. George’s
New York City
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The last two years look Resurrection-shaped for St. Michael’s. Recovering 
from the devastating hurricane season of 2020, we have grown in faith and 
in resilience. Worshiping in Bishop Noland Episcopal Day School for a year 

while construction work was completed, we are back in our church with expanded 
space for Godly Play classes, additional restrooms, and a larger nursery.

Jesus came to set the captives free. We believe supporting the healing, life-giving 
work of 12-Step groups is holy work. Going beyond reconstruction, St. Michael’s 
broke ground on a new facility to house our growing addiction-recovery groups. 
The new Recovery House will host three or more AA groups daily and multiple 
Al-Anon groups weekly. A prayer garden and open-air family life pavilion are also 
being constructed. God is truly making all things new!

St. Anne’s has been fortunate to re-
tool various ministries through 
the pandemic, welcoming new 

members through a revitalized cat-
echetical process, and gathering for 
hybrid Evening Prayer in-person and 
over Zoom. An exciting new minis-
try has emerged as well. We have over 
1,500 spokes on our iron fence. Mem-
bers of the community tie their prayer 
requests on the spokes of the fence, 
and a group of committed Iron Rosary 
volunteers laminate the prayer cards 
and re-tie them onto the spokes so the 
community can read and pray over the 
cards.

St. Michael and All Angels 
Episcopal Church Lake Charles, Louisiana

St. Anne’s Parish
Annapolis, Maryland

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Richmond, Virginia Like just about every other church in the world, we are 

slowly returning to normal, and trying to resist the 
temptation to return to normal. Presented with a gold-

en opportunity to rediscover each other, our identity, and our 
mission, we’ve been back in church just about long enough 
now to begin taking everything for granted again. But there 
remain just enough reminders that Jesus makes all things new 
to keep us from altogether forgetting that the old has passed 
away. Our recovery groups multiplied during the pandemic. 
Singles and families we did not know before found us during 
the pandemic. And opportunities to serve our neighborhood, 
invisible to us before, are now increasingly obvious and practi-
cable, including a new partnership with a local charter school 
serving some of our city’s poorest families. Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, and he never stops 
showing us that we don’t have to be.

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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In 2022, we are rebuilding on what 
is most important. We have looked 
deep in the past to prepare for the 

future. Our small groups are now based 
on medieval guilds and societies, and 
each has a devotional focus and work 
of mercy. We have said the Daily Office 
and celebrated Holy Eucharist almost 
daily. We have given 86 infants a sacred 
burial through the Society of St. Joseph 
of Arimathea. For the 10th year, our 
parish hall was a homeless shelter every 
night until March 15. We are preparing 
to return to the Holy Land on pilgrim-
age in July.

St. Timothy’s  
Episcopal Church
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

In with “old” prayer book Eucharists, 
lectionary preaching, and service to 
the poor. Out with strategic plans 

and dazzling music. Throw in a sprin-
kling of modern technology (Zoom 
hybrid Sundays) and the result: actual 
adult convert baptisms this Easter, mul-
tiple adult confirmations, giving rising 
by 18 percent, and attendance steadily 
outpacing our pre-COVID numbers. 
The pandemic forced us back to basics, 
and the Holy Spirit has deepened us as 
a result. “Innovate or die”? No. Change 
or die? Maybe, but it looks like Cran-
mer beat us to it. 

St. Martin’s  
by the Lake
Minnetonka Beach, Minnesota

In the midst of a renovation project, 
we suffered a fire that inflicted major 
damage on a historic building and 

significant smoke damage throughout 
our campus. But God’s grace has filled us 
with encouragement: homeless ministry 
has moved outside the walls of the ca-
thedral; children’s ministries have found 
a new home in our chapel and nave, 
bringing children even more deeply into 
the heart of the parish; and we co-hosted 
VBS with a Black congregation which is 
without a church home this summer. A 
destructive fire unleashed the flame of 
the Holy Spirit, who is making us new.

St. Matthew’s  
Cathedral
Dallas

Trinity Parish
St. Augustine, Florida

This year has been a time of great change for a church 
that has been sharing the faith and forming the faith-
ful for 200 years. We welcomed more than 100 new 

members in 2021 and appear to be on track for the same 
in 2022. 

We’ve acquired land for a second campus and preschool 
and are hard at work designing buildings and raising funds, 
and we’ll begin a launch team for that campus this fall. Our 
longstanding work on local feeding ministries continues, 
and our new Alpha program is helping people seeking “roots 
for thriving in an unrooted world” by introducing them to 
the love of God in Christ.
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During 2022, All Saints has con-
tinued to see familiar faces re-
turn to the pews, as well as ex-

perience real growth in new members 
seeking Christ in  our community. We 
have been thankful to return more fully 
to worship, outreach, Christian educa-
tion, and hands-on adult, youth, and 
children’s ministries. 

This past year we were blessed with 
the arrival of a new curate, the Rev. Sar-

ah Minton, and celebrated  new adult 
and youth members for our growing 
parish music programs.  At the same 
time, All Saints continues to work hard 
in partnership with United Communi-
ty Outreach Ministry here in Jackson-
ville to reach out to the poor and feed 
the hungry through volunteer and fi-
nancial support, food drives, ecumeni-
cal partnerships, and Meals on Wheels.

All Saints Episcopal Church
Jacksonville, Florida

Trinity is the little church around 
the corner right in the center of 
the small town of Red Bank. It 

is the home to many recovery and cul-
tural organizations, as well as the local 
senior center. The building was badly 
damaged from wind and water, but in 
2021 we undertook a major restoration 
of the building. Pictured is the mayor 
of Red Bank presenting a proclamation 
to the rector declaring June 11, 2022, as 
Trinity Rededication Day.

Trinity Episcopal 
Church
Red Bank, New Jersey

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Louisville, Kentucky

We at Brothers Andrew were formed by a group of 
men at St. James Cathedral in Chicago back in 
1883. The focus then was to provide food, cloth-

ing, and shelter to the area’s homeless men and youth. Since 
that time, service extended to our troops during times of 
war. Today we are involved in spreading the gospel of Christ 
to men and youth through our ministries of evangelism and 
mentoring, veterans, recovery, Scouting, social justice, and 
racial healing amid and beyond the Episcopal Church and 
Anglican Communion.

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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As with so many across the Episcopal Church and be-
yond, 2022 has been a year of tentative reemergence 
into our “new reality.” Our faith communities are 

joyfully regathered in person, and finding innovative ways 
to continue in relationship with members of the communi-
ty who participate virtually. The lessons we learned during 
the height of the pandemic — that vestry meetings can, 
indeed, be held over Zoom; that when we step outside our 
front doors, our neighbors are eager to meet us — continue 
to draw us out into the work God is already doing in our 
neighborhoods and to renew the church. 

In a time when the painful brokenness of our world is 
so evident — in the staggering division in our country; the 
degradation of the rights of women, LGBTQ+ people, peo-
ple of color, and the most marginalized; and with the specter 
of violence looming over daily life everywhere — Minnesota 
Episcopalians are learning the limits of our power to shape 
the world in God’s image. Instead, we are leaning into the an-
cient practices of our forebears, renewing our commitment to 
the grounding, life-giving practices of daily prayer, dwelling 
deeply in Scripture together, and joyfully sharing the stories 
of Jesus’ transforming love in our lives and in our communi-
ties. We are equipping lay leaders around the diocese to lead 
vibrant communities, and are deepening the ties that bind our 
Episcopal faith communities together with peer coaching, co-
horts, and story-sharing.

Episcopal Church in Minnesota

Someone called us the “best kept secret in the Episco-
pal Church.” Even though we have been in existence for 
more than two centuries, every day we encounter peo-

ple who have never heard of our ministry. In the last decade 
we have given away more than 20,000 Books of Common 

Prayer, for free to worshiping communities, almost evenly 
divided between English and Spanish — plus Bibles, hym-
nals and songbooks, and other church-related publications. 
Imagine how much more we could do if people knew we ex-
isted. Tell someone about us!

Bible and Common Prayer Book Society
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We are a people of God’s mercy and delight. Rooted 
in the missionary spirit built by Jackson Kemper, 
we’re exploring reunification of the three Episco-

pal dioceses in Wisconsin to better equip us to be the church 
God is calling us to be in these times. Hundreds have ex-
perienced this spirit in Faithful Innovations, a congrega-
tion-based practice of listening, discernment, and small 
experiments. Since 1926, thousands have experienced this 
spirit at summer camp in community, creation, and cloister. 
This spirit is reflected in annual Eucharistic Festivals, a time 
of diocesan worship and devotion. This spirit is also reflect-
ed in our companion diocese relationship with the Angli-
can Diocese of Masvingo, Zimbabwe. We’re a diocese of vital 
congregations, prayer, and missionary church.

Diocese of  
Fond du Lac

This has been a banner year for us. We offered our first 
Ashes to Go on the Santa Fe Plaza, engaging with 
more than 50 surprised passersby. We called our tran-

sitional deacon to be our new assistant rector and celebrat-
ed her ordination to the priesthood at Holy Faith in a very 
moving liturgy. We seek to call a family minister to serve our 
ever-growing number of families with young children. We 
gathered gift cards for people who had lost their homes in 
the wildfires that raged across New Mexico. We are adding 
a Fifteenth Station of the Cross. We look forward to hearing 
about our rector’s sabbatical upon his return, after making 
retreats at three monasteries to build upon the Benedictine 
foundation of our parish. In all we do, we try to follow our 
mission to encourage everyone into an ever-deepening rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ.

Church of the  
Holy Faith
Santa Fe, New Mexico

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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We continue to push ahead in ministry with hope for 
the future as well as concern for the ever-present 
challenges of COVID-19. After two years on hia-

tus, our summer camping program at Camp Bratton-Green 
began anew. During the pandemic pause, capital funds were 
put to work in rebuilding our cabins and dining hall. The 
new accommodations were greeted with great joy.

The Rev. Andy Andrews joined the diocesan staff as Mis-
sioner for the Beloved Community and Congregation Vital-
ity. A vibrant community supports this ministry and meets 
routinely to encourage efforts toward racial reconciliation 
and justice. The diocese is also involved in an exciting proj-
ect to create a Center for Racial Justice in Jackson.

Trinity Church in Natchez is in the process of celebrating 
its 200th year of ministry. This year of remembrance and cel-
ebration will come to an end when Trinity hosts our dioce-
san convention in January 2023.

This year we took the lessons of the pandemic and re-
imagined what it means to be the Church. We rolled 
out our final phase of Casting Nets, a startup plan for 

churches that mirrors the process for a startup business. By 
guiding churches in looking deep inside themselves and 
even more deeply at their communities, Casting Nets gives 
them freedom to focus on how best to use their gifts to meet 
their neighbors’ needs. We continue to strive to make the 
business of church easier, providing tools to free up church-
es for vital work in their communities, and not more time 
spent doing administrative tasks. Our Serviam Institute also 
went live. A partnership with Villanova University, it offers 
training that equips lay and clergy with the tools to function 
more effectively. Our media center continued to offer new 
trainings, equipment loans, and free assistance in video pro-
duction, livestreaming, and social media, using technology 
to spread the gospel. Most importantly, we have learned to 
lean on each other and to see ourselves not as 135 individual 
churches but as one people and one diocese. Churches coor-
dinate to share worship, ministry, and resources, allowing us 
to proclaim Jesus Christ all the more faithfully. 

Diocese of  
Mississippi

Diocese of  
Pennsylvania
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This year  we’ve been deepening our connection with 
Christ and with our neighbors — both inside and 
outside the walls of the church. Our bishop welcomed 

18 adult and six youth confirmands to St. Francis. Most of 
our adult confirmands were new to the Episcopal Church 
and Anglican tradition, and we’re thrilled they found a 
home here. In addition to enriching our worship through 
song, our music program helped us welcome members of the 
broader community by hosting the Louisville Orchestra and 
a screening of the classic  Phantom of the Opera  with live 
organ improvisation accompaniment. We had 56 children 
participate in our Christmas pageant — complete with 
adorable costuming and stage makeup provided by church 
members. Our youth mission team returned to David, Ky., 
to provide supplies and friendship to at-risk youth in an un-
derprivileged community. A team of generous volunteers 
turned a Louisville house into a home and continue to pro-
vide support to a refugee family from Afghanistan. We give 
thanks to God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ for con-
tinuing to equip us for ministry in Louisville and beyond, 
and we offer our work to God’s glory!

Some of the most beautiful moments at St. George’s this 
year have been about togetherness.  After a season of 
“Coming Home” to St. George’s in the fall of 2021, we 

can’t seem to stop spending time together. Thanks to the stir-
ring of the Holy Spirit, we celebrated our highest-ever Easter 
Sunday attendance this year, followed by a rousing crawfish 
boil the next week. With almost 500 adults, youth, and chil-
dren gathered around tables groaning with food, we laughed 
and smiled and opened our hearts to one another in Chris-
tian love. We have created more and more opportunities for 
fellowship, reminding ourselves what it means to be part of a 
community and how it feels to be loved and known by your 
church family. 

With our gaze set toward the fall, we are harnessing this 
energy by inviting each member of our community to par-
ticipate in God’s ministry at St. George’s. Through a new tool 
called Ministry Match, launched on Pentecost, we are help-
ing members discover how to match their unique gifts and 
passions with specific ministry opportunities in the church 
and community.  We can’t wait to see how the Holy Spirit will 
move at St. George’s this year.

St. Francis in the Fields
Louisville, Kentucky

St. George’s Episcopal Church
Nashville, Tennesse
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Agility and generosity charac-
terize Christ Church these past 
two years. While offering wor-

ship streaming from the first day of the 
COVID-19 lockdowns, we moved our 
Sunday worship celebrations outdoors, 
attracting hundreds of worshipers in 
the city hungry for in-person fellow-
ship. Realizing many of our neighbors 
were suffering due to lack of work, we 
provided through our Sidewalk Satur-
day ministry a week’s groceries for over 
22,000 individuals in 2021, along with 
necessary toiletries, clothes, food for 
their pets, and vibrant worship. We’re 
on track to provide for even more in-
dividuals and families in 2022, as we 
strive to forge a community among 
those who have been set adrift and feel 
entirely alone. 

Hosting our first Christmas pageant 
in two years, 75 primary-age children 
took the stage, a sign that new life at 
Christ Church was afoot. To that end, 
we are implementing a comprehensive 
Christian formation ministry from 
nursery through high school. Parents 
will be offered a class studying the 
same gospel themes as their children, 
which will open the door to fruit-
ful faith discussions in our families. 
Equally exciting in 2022 is what we 
have learned about ourselves through 
the Renewal Works inventory. Our 

leadership will be encouraging our 
parishioners to undertake daily and 
weekly habits that will lead them into 
a closer walk with Christ and with one 
another. A pandemic is no match for 
the grace of our Lord!

Christ Episcopal Church
San Antonio, Texas

Saint John’s has had a truly remark-
able 2022! The beauty of our tradi-
tional worship and music  carried 

us through the darkest times of the 
pandemic, and we continue to offer 
inspiring  rites  through choral  Even-
song on Sundays (in person and lives-
treamed).  We’ve experienced a revi-
talization  of our ministry to children 
and families, as well as a renewed en-
thusiasm for the Scripture and apos-
tolic teaching. As our parish life con-
tinues to thrive, we’re reaching outside 
of its bounds to  partner  with  Tulsa’s 
many helping organizations, including 
the feeding ministry, Iron Gate.

Saint John’s  
Episcopal Church
Tulsa, Oklahoma
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For us, 2022 has been about being together again in 
Christian community. All of our churches have had 
some type of widely attended in-person gathering, 

from parish picnics for over 300 to small churches with 40 in 
attendance at a Sunday worship service. We kicked this “year 
of Christian community” off with our in-person convention 
in January. Over 150 clergy and lay leaders attended. The 
overwhelming response was one of being glad to worship 
together, plan together, and just be together. The year has 
continued in that vein as Bp. John Bauerschmidt has visited 
parishes and confirmed, received, and baptized over 150 so 
far! (He has even had a meal or two along the way.)

Our churches continue to see stronger attendance as we 
leave the first years of the pandemic behind. While we are 
blessed that most of our congregations were able to switch 
to online services, being able to worship together is at the 
core of who we are as Christians. Many of our churches 
have started Sunday school again for all ages, with one 
church seeing a doubling in offerings for adults, as well as 
an increase in children and youth participation.

We still have a way to go in our recovery, but we know 
that now is the time for us to go deeper, in communion 
with God and with each other in Christ. 

Diocese of Tennessee

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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With joyful thanksgiving, the Diocese of Virginia welcomes the Rev. Can-
on E. Mark Stevenson, whom we elected as our next bishop diocesan. 
We eagerly anticipate his ordination and consecration on December 

3. We are excited for Canon Stevenson to begin his ministry with and among the 
people of the diocese. Thanks be to God!

We’re a vibrant mission whose commitment to our historic love of the 
Anglican liturgy is held together with renewed focus on outreach with-
in the neighborhood where we’ve been present for 60-plus years.  St. 

John’s has a wide and inspiring reach, even as a mission: we have a vibrant choir 
and acolyte ministry, host a music school for 50 young students, host several re-
source rooms for Afghan refugees who shop on-site twice weekly, and play host 
to our neighbors as their de facto park on our beautiful 10-acre site. Worship and 
outreach have always been preeminent concerns of this wonderful church com-
munity. The vicar, Fr. Nate Carr, is committed to mastering the art of bivocational 
ministry and one day writing about it for the larger Communion.

Diocese of Virginia

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Oklahoma City

After a two-year pandemic hi-
atus, we joyfully resumed our 
in-person Annual Mass and 

Meeting at the Church of St. Uriel the 
Archangel, Sea Girt, New Jersey, on 
May 14. The small but enthusiastic 
congregation of local parishioners and 
Society members traveled from as far 
away as Virginia, upstate New York, 
and Chicago to attend. A St. Uriel pa-
rishioner, Joseph Mahon, led recitation 
of the Holy Rosary, followed by sung 
Mass, at which Fr. John Conner, a new-
ly ordained priest from Morrisville, 
Pennsylvania, preached. At the meet-
ing, following a delicious luncheon 
catered by the parish, we honored our 
retiring treasurer Dr. David B.J. Chase 
with a certificate of appreciation and 
a French statuette of Marie Reine in 
recognition of his 40 years of service. 
Plans are currently underway to hold 
the next Annual Mass and Meeting in 
May 2023 at the Cathedral of All Saints 
in Albany, New York.

Society of Mary, 
American Region
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We started off on a great note in 2022 and contin-
ue to make great strides. Through our Racial Jus-
tice Initiative, we awarded thousands of dollars 

in scholarships to eligible students for the current spring 
semester. This is just one of our success stories within this 
trailblazing initiative. The Episcopal Diocese of Texas serves 
as a guiding light for other dioceses across the country ex-
ploring interest around this work, meeting with them and 
sharing our experiences. 

We had our first in-person Diocesan Council since 2020, 
just before the pandemic began. It was great to be “live.” 
Congregations, church plants, missional communities, and 
campus missions are all thriving. Christ Episcopal Church, 
Cedar Park, was able to eliminate over $3 million in debt 
for 1,652 families through RIP Medical Debt. The return on 
that investment was life-changing. One of our church plants, 
Misión Santa Fé, Plum Grove,  established during the pan-
demic, recently celebrated two graduates who were award-
ed scholarships. We have celebrated graduates of the Iona 
School for Ministry, as well as the ordination of 22 deacons.  

Also exciting: the Episcopal Church in North Texas and 
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas are looking forward to re-
uniting. In June, both dioceses convened and overwhelm-
ingly agreed to reunite (and authorized the hiring of a bishop 
assistant). At General Convention in July, the House of Bish-
ops and House of Deputies at General Convention approved 
reunification. This is a momentous season! We look forward 

to what God has in store for us as we continue our work in 
bringing people to God. 

Diocese of Texas

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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We are enjoying a season of growth and renewal in 2022. The Rev. Mike 
Rau spent his first year as rector evaluating church systems and struc-
tures, and we’re continuing to make improvements. We’re launching a 

new website and quarterly magazine, have developed an intentional newcomers 
process, have rebranded our day school, and have commissioned new logos for 
the church and school.

Through a newly developed new members class, St. Mark’s welcomed more 
than 40 new members to the parish this spring. The first class session focused on 
the Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion, while the second was all about 
St. Mark’s. Many of our new members are already engaged in the life of the parish 
beyond worship. And thanks to a generous bequest, we tithed $150,000 to Family 
Promise of South Sarasota County. We have actively supported this ministry for 
years and plan to deepen our commitment to supporting its mission. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Venice, Florida This year St. Paul’s is all about the 

food. One of our youth built a 
tiny pantry for our cold-nights 

women’s shelter. It gets filled multi-
ple times most days by members and 
neighbors. It gets emptied just as of-
ten, blessing our homeless friends, our 
working-poor neighbors, and those 
who are hungry just for today. During 
Lent we resumed Soup Suppers, which 
were splendid. Members and our 
homeless friends gathered to eat, laugh, 
and pray together.

St. Paul’s  
Episcopal Church
Murfreesboro, Tennesse

Established in 1874, St. Thomas’s is one of the earliest Anglo-Catholic con-
gregations in Canada. Our beautiful red brick building (completed 1893) 
was  designed by parishioner and renowned architect  Eden Smith,  and  is 

considered a gem of the Arts and Crafts movement. 
St. Thomas’s has long been associated with excellent liturgy and music as well as 

teaching and learning. The parish is committed to outreach programs such as its 
Friday Food Ministry, refugee resettlement support, and Christian education for all 
ages. Located near the University of Toronto’s downtown campus, including its grad-
uate school of theology for the Anglican tradition, St. Thomas’s has a long history 
of forming women and men for lay and ordained ministry throughout the church.

 In July 2021, the parish welcomed Father Nathan Humphrey as its eighth rec-
tor,  and his induction (delayed by the pandemic) took place on Trinity Sunday 
2022. In addition to infant baptisms this year, two adults were baptized at the Easter 
Vigil: an undergraduate and a refugee. Over the past year, St. Thomas’s has focused 
on addressing accessibility issues and expanding communications capabilities, in-
cluding the installment of a sound and webcasting system launched in June.

St. Thomas’s Church
Toronto
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Located in historic downtown Ocala, we are a vibrant 
community of believers who seek to enjoy God and 
reflect his unconditional love by meeting the spiritual 

and practical needs of others. We have offered three Alpha 
courses over the last year and have seen seven people come 
to faith, as well as many others’ faith strengthened. We’ve 
seen parishioners show an overflow of generosity to share 
God’s love in a tangible way, too. At the beginning of the 
year, we were blessed to pay off $650,000 in medical debt for 
several individuals and families in deep need of relief, allow-
ing them to enter 2022 unburdened. 

In March, while Fr. Jonathan French’s son Micah was 
serving in the U.S. Air Force at Aviano Air Base in Italy, Mi-
cah and his wife, Victoria, shared that their Italian church 
had taken in some Ukrainian refugees and was converting 
its nursery and Sunday school classrooms into dorms, pro-
viding for the refugees’ basic needs, and helping them find 
placement until they are able to return home. When Fr. Jon-
athan heard their story and realized that Serenissima Min-
istries needed financial resources, he brought the need to 
our parishioners. They gave $10,000 in the first week, and 
as word spread and giving continued, Grace had sent over 
$51,000 to Serenissima by late May. We are humbled by how 
God is using us to touch lives within the church and local 
community, as well as across the world.

Grace Episcopal Church
Ocala, Florida

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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Set in the rolling hills of central Maryland, Saint James 
School was founded by Bishop William Whittingham 
and the Rev. Dr. William Augustus Muhlenberg in 

1842. Since then, we’ve remained faithful to our Tractarian 
roots and Anglo-Catholic identity. A boarding school with 
students from 27 countries, we are a remarkably diverse yet 
small community: 235 students with a 1 to 7 teacher to stu-
dent ratio.

Saint James figured prominently in the battles of Antietam 
and Gettysburg, so we’re no strangers to challenging times 
as we continue to navigate the pandemic. This year, we were 
happy to have all of our students living and learning back 
on campus. We were most especially grateful to regather as 
a community for our daily morning chapel, including a Eu-
charist on Wednesdays. The 49 members of the Class of 2022 
experienced many ups and downs during their time at Saint 
James, but we are confident that they will live up to our mis-
sion of being “leaders for good in the world.”

Community and growth are two words that describe 
Saint Thomas in 2022. As we continue to adapt to the 
changing demands of the pandemic, we’ve resumed 

weekly coffee hours, held sold-out concerts featuring our 
world-famous choir of men and boys, hosted the Rt. Rev. and 
the Rt. Hon. Baron John Tucker Mugabi Sentamu, former 
Archbishop of York, during Holy Week, and baptized, con-
firmed, and received 30 new members so far this year. Each 
day we strive to meet the spiritual demands of the moment 
by fostering an oasis of prayer and calm in bustling midtown 
Manhattan. That includes not only daily shrine prayers and 
Masses, weekly Evensongs, and a Sunday 11 a.m. Eucharist, 
but also a new children’s choir and a reimagined 9 a.m. Sun-
day service, theology lectures offered both in person and 
online, and our digital ministry, which reaches 1,000-plus 
households each Sunday.

Saint James School
Hagerstown, Maryland

Saint Thomas Church  
Fifth Avenue
New York City
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This year has seen St. John the Divine continue to 
GATHER in community, GROW deeper in faith, and 
GO into the world sharing our Christian lives with 

others.
Holy Week marked a return to the familiar as our com-

munity gratefully resumed our regular Holy Week service 
schedule. We welcomed over 2,000 souls on Easter Day and 
continued the outdoor sunrise Easter Vigil service that we 
began last year.

Groups and studies continue to flourish, with over 400 
people participating in Lent study groups, and we are serv-
ing our community through a new monthly food drive that 
benefits a local food pantry. To date, over 1,700 pounds of 
food that will make over 1,450 meals has been donated, with 
more to come. We look forward to relationally engaging our 
local community more as the year progresses. We are excited 
to welcome new friends into our church family and build 
relationships with them. 

Church of St. John the Divine
Houston

For more information about our Partners, visit livingchurch.org/partners.
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