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Letter from the Editors

Dear reader,

Each year we’ve begun to ask our Partners, organizations that support TLC’s ministries, for a glimpse into their 
own communities. In spring and summer of this year, we collected dozens of stories and photos to this end, 
catching us up on what the Lord has been doing. We’ve come to think of this collection as a kind of annotated 
family photo album, and it’s what you’ll find in the following pages.

This year’s snapshots have been deeply influenced by recovery and reorientation after 2020. But they’re also 
deeply colored by service, hope, self-examination, and gratitude. In these pages you’ll read about justice initia-
tives and jazz concerts, racial reckoning and Easter reopenings, food drives and vaccination clinics, budget crises 
and financial boons — plenty of material to rejoice in, learn from, and offer in prayer. We hope this is a feature 
that you will come to look forward to annually.

These slices of life represent just a few of our friends around the Anglican Communion who give to TLC’s  
ministry year by year. A complete list of all our Partners can be found at livingchurch.org/partners. To become a 
Partner, you can contact Dr. Christopher Wells (cwells@livingchurch.org).

It has been a real blessing to receive and read these stories.  

Thank you again to all who contributed to this special spread. 

Faithfully yours, in Christ,

The Editors

Partner Spotlights 
2021
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The COVID-19 pandemic affect-
ed us in much the same way it 
did all other churches and min-

istries: all travel and face-to-face meet-
ings came to a standstill, and although 
we were able to stay in touch with key 
supporters and constituents through 
social media, the mission of breaking 
down barriers between people by un-
programmed, Christ-focused gather-
ings could not be carried out.

Additionally, we find an increasing 
number of people proclaiming Christi-
anity to be at odds with the graciousness 

necessary to wage peace and bring rec-
onciliation. This further complicates our 
mission. Add to that Coronavirus, safe-
ty, and their politicization, and we find 
ourselves in the middle of arguments 
right and left (no pun intended) that call 
into question our very reason for being.

Yet Jesus’ desire that we move toward 
each other has not changed. We are 
confident that a return to our ministry 
of mutual, inter-Christian reconcilia-
tion (2 Cor. 5:18) can proceed.

Finally, we have been greatly sad-
dened by the illness of one of our key 

principals, Thomas Noland. After a 
year of baffling health symptoms, in 
September 2020 Tom was found to 
have an inoperable soft-tissue sarco-
ma in his chest. Chemotherapy has not 
proven effective, and more recently he 
underwent a radiation trial in St. Lou-
is. Hundreds of friends are praying for 
Tom’s complete recovery, and we invite 
you to join us. We can’t imagine our 
ministry without Tom at the helm, but 
God is ever good and faithful, and our 
overarching prayer is for Christ to be 
glorified through every development. 

Consortium for Christian Unity
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In June we celebrated the 100th an-
niversary of the laying of the cor-
nerstone for our nave (and 124 

years as a local congregation). What 
a milestone! So, naturally, we’ve been 
thinking a lot about history and the im-
pact of our ministry in the 21st century.

When All Saints began, Chevy Chase 
was a sleepy, distant suburb of Wash-
ington, D.C., a place where folks who 
had the means went to escape the hus-
tle and bustle of the city. It was more 
rural than urban. Here — literally on 
the line separating D.C. and Maryland 
— people of faith planted a church to 
worship God and serve their communi-
ty. Today, All Saints straddles that same 
line, and the community around us is 
still relatively well-off. But other things 
have changed: we are more urban and 
diverse, transportation is faster, and the 

city has grown up around us. But peo-
ple of faith still worship here and serve 
their community.

Our growing partnership with Little 
Lights is a particular blessing. This lo-
cal non-profit “empowers under-served 
youth and families in Southeast Wash-
ington, D.C., through practical assis-
tance, racial reconciliation, and the 
love of Christ.” A few short miles away, 
Southeast D.C. is now so close. We 
serve and partner with our neighbors 
in providing the hungry with boxes of 
fresh produce and meat, tutoring stu-
dents, joining their Race Literacy 101 
class, and volunteering with their fun-
filled VBS.

God is at truly work in Chevy Chase, 
in Southeast D.C., and in the world! We 
are blessed to be one small means of re-
vealing his kingdom here on earth.

Even as our churches begin to re-
open their doors, our parishes 
and their ministries continue to 

serve their neighbors, as many of the 
inequalities laid bare and intensified 
by the pandemic remain. For instance, 
North Brooklyn Angels serves 3,000 
meals per week out of its mobile soup 
kitchen, delivers meals to 90 homes per 
week as part of its “Senior Safe” ini-
tiative, distributes 100,000 pounds of 
pantry goods per month, and organizes 
“Baby Days” to deliver diapers, wipes, 
and more to parents in public housing.

  “Operation Feed the Front,” orga-
nized by the Cathedral of the Incarna-
tion in Garden City, brings hundreds 
of meals a week to those in need in 
Nassau County. Twice a week, volun-
teers deliver groceries, boxed meals, 
sandwiches, and juice to God’s people 
on the street.  And these are but two  
examples of many throughout Brook-
lyn, Queens, and Nassau and Suffolk 
counties.

All Saints Church
Chevy Chase, Md.

Diocese of  
Long Island
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The much-anticipated return 
to in-person worship was eager-
ly embraced here at the Cathe-

dral community, and we’ve incorpo-
rated lessons learned about the value 
of electronic gospel proclamation into 
the customary expectations for Sunday 
worship. 

The summer  preaching series from 
2020, “Listening to Voices across Black 
America and the African Diaspora,” 
continued in the summer of 2021. 
Featured preachers included: the Rev. 
Willie Jennings (Yale Divinity School), 
the Rt. Rev. William Mostert (Johan-
nesburg, South Africa), Ms. Iman Syler 
Green (Southern Maryland), and the 
Rev. Kevin-Antonio Smallwood (Silver 
Spring, Md.), to name a few. 

In-person Vacation Bible School, 
prison visitation, and Sunday morning 
ministry to the indigent all resumed, 
and the community has begun to look 
forward to a time in the late fall when 
the full spectrum of parish life will re-
turn.   It will not be “like before.”  But 
for the sake of Christ we will proclaim 
him, seek him, and serve him to the 
glory of God.

Christ Church  
Cathedral
Nashville, Tenn.

This year, the Rt. Rev. David 
Reed selected a verse from Luke 
chapter 10 to guide our life and 

ministries together: “Nevertheless, the 
kingdom of God has come near.” “Sin 
embargo, el reino de Dios ya está cer-
ca.” This theme has been given shape in 
countless ways across West Texas in the 
life of our churches, as they reshaped 
ministries and worship with Stayca-
tion Bible School, outdoor worship and 
pageants, movie nights, family camping 
retreats, and Zoom Bible studies. It has 
also been fleshed out in service. In ad-
dition to hurricane season, the impacts 
of COVID-19 on the immigration cri-
sis at Texas’ southern border took a 
desperate situation from bad to worse. 

Through the generosity of congregants 
and Episcopal Relief and Development, 
we have been able to stock local food 
pantries, build hurricane/COVID-19 
readiness kits, and provide translation, 
medical care, vaccines, hygiene items, 
and baby supplies to migrants. Funds 
raised also established the Emergency 
Immigration Housing Fund, providing 
temporary safe shelter for asylum-seek-
ers released from detention centers. 
Clergy, lay leaders, ministers, and staff 
have kept on holding together, in spite 
of everything and with every good 
reason to walk away. Again and again, 
through it all, God’s kingdom is made 
known among us.

Diocese of West Texas
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The praise of God through beautiful music is deeply 
important at Saint Francis Church. When the pan-
demic restricted our ability to sing together, we found 

a novel solution through the ingenuity of Mark Morgan, a 
parishioner and professional trombonist. Mark organized a 
trombone choir to lead a parking lot service of Lessons and 

Carols on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, with lots of vigorous 
singing within the safety of our socially distanced cars. The 
choir returned for an encore on a sunny Easter morning. At 
St. Francis we understand more clearly now why the classi-
cal composers so often chose the trombone as a sign of “the 
voice of God.”

St. Francis Episcopal Church
Potomac, Md.

There are more than 47,000 people within a 10-min-
ute drive of Holy Spirit who aren’t active in a church. 
We are orienting ourselves to reach them. Already, a 

few have started to arrive! A local man showed up to one of 
our outdoor services, recently married and with several chil-
dren. He said he knew it was time to come back to church 
as he started to turn his life around. He’s been an active at-
tender both online and in person, and we’ll miss him when 
he and his family move. 

Another man saw that our Pentecost Park with walking 
trail, trees, and benches was open to the public and thought 
that was amazing. He asked about starting a pickleball league. 
The rector told him he needed to get to know the people of 
the church. He has been here almost every Sunday since, is 
in formation, and is actively wondering with us about the 
growth of the parish.

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
Waco, Texas
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The Episcopal Diocese of Dallas 
has been busy with ordinations 
recently and has placed four cu-

rates in parishes and ministries. Julian 
Borda, the Rev. Audrey Sutton, the Rev. 
Miguel Carmona, and the Rev. Katie 
Gerber formed their pastoral skills in 
the pandemic, including ministering to 
those dying of COVID-19. One curate 
summed up the experience: “I gained 
confidence to provide pastoral care in 
the strangest, most challenging, and 
risky situations.” The diocese currently 
has 23 people discerning Holy Orders 
and God’s call.

 A new ministry emerged when thou-
sands of migrant children from Central 
America crossed the border into Texas, 
of which 1,500 were relocated to the 
convention center in Dallas. A group of 
EDOD priests, deacons, and parishio-
ners serve once a month at the center, 

where they bring instruments and wor-
ship bulletins for a church service that 
has been popular with young migrants. 
The volunteers have said they have all 
been moved to tears ministering to the 
children who are without their families 
and traumatized from their journey.

 A new season is coming for St. Mat-
thew’s Cathedral, where a project to 
sell land around the church will give 
the parish money to remodel, create an 
outdoor worship/event space, provide 
underground parking, and offer a more 
public witness to the gospel in a grow-
ing neighborhood just east of down-
town Dallas. The cathedral’s rector, the 
Very Rev. Rob Price, has brought new 
energy and momentum to the church 
and is leading the congregation in 
prayer and preparation for new minis-
tries and growth.

Diocese of Dallas
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The pandemic required an explosion of innovation at 
St. George’s: new tech, cameras, and live-streaming, 
online Bible studies and book groups for all ages, and 

monthly contactless food drives which have garnered more 
food than our old weekly drives. Perhaps most exciting has 
been the restructuring of our service times. We divided our 
old main service at 10:30 a.m. in two (9 a.m. and 11 a.m.), 
originally to space out attendance. However, we have found 
that these two services are both growing, and we plan to 
keep this pattern. The pandemic has been hard, but some 
blessings have and will come from the experience.

Our journey through the pandemic continues to 
spotlight the ways we are “members one of anoth-
er” (Rom. 12:5). Interdependence is the theme this 

year as we join with the Diocese of Western Massachusetts 
to pray, learn, act, and advocate in response to our bishops’ 
March climate emergency declaration, and as we commit 
to reckoning, repentance, and restoration through our re-
vitalized Racial Justice Commission. This fall, we anticipate 
offerings from new working groups exploring the potential 
of collaborative ministry, including partnerships and shared 
leadership models already in place and bearing fruit, and 
creative new ones called for by the changing contexts across 
our diverse diocesan community. 

St. George’s Episcopal Church
Dayton, Ohio

Diocese of Massachusetts

Here in South Louisiana, we are known for treating 
strangers like family. A few weeks ago we hosted 
our first official front yard BBQ. We had hot dogs, 

hamburgers, potato salad, baked beans, desserts, and en-
joyed a fun time on our front lawn. We also recently held 
VBS, where children spent the week learning about life in 
Jesus’ time — including donkeys! Holy Grounds Coffee Shop 
just opened: a new way to gather over coffee and homemade 
treats together. The pandemic has been challenging, but St. 
Luke’s is a great place to be enveloped in the love of the Lord 
and experience the culture and beauty of South Louisiana.

We’re in year two of a five-year strategic plan that 
launched just before the pandemic hit. Even as 
our parishes, diocesan staff, and bishops respond-

ed to the needs of our congregations and wider communi-
ties, we made progress in the three key areas of the plan: 
church revitalization, faith formation and equipping leaders, 
and striving for equity and justice. In 2021, we’re welcoming 
the first cohort of 12 parishes to our Tending Our Soil thriv-
ing congregations initiative, sharing the “Vital Signs of Par-
ish Health” with our congregations, expanding our School 
for Christian Faith and Leadership, and digging deeper into 
the history of systemic racism in the diocese with the start 
of a parish history project. We’re excited by where the Holy 
Spirit is calling us.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Baton Rouge, La.

Diocese of Washington
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Procter Center is a jewel in our 
diocese. Situated on 200 acres in 
rural Ohio, this retreat and event 

center has grown from a simple farm-
house and barn given to the diocese 
in 1954 to a modern residential camp 
and conference center. A few years ago, 
business development manager Dan-
ielle Vogel and summer interns began 
harvesting vegetables and raising live-
stock on six of the acres, providing 
food for the center and goods to sell at 
stores and local farmers markets. 

Procter offers a full summer camp, 
but for decades, the farm and the camp 
operated separately. In 2020, the pan-
demic shut down camping operations. 
Early in 2021, the decision was made to 
open again, with a key addition to our 
leadership: new Farm Camp director 

Amy Melena. Campers now spent time 
on the farm plot, where they learned 
love for the earth through hands-on 
farming. Some were even brave enough 
to nibble the edible flowers they plant-
ed. Amy linked their efforts into the 
theme of their camp session. “Camp is 
a place for campers to come experience 
who and how they can be in the world. 
The farm allows them to participate in 
God’s action hands-on and learn how 
they can impact our food system from 
seed to harvest.” 

And so it was that after Procter Cen-
ter lay fallow during the pandemic 
of 2020, new life burst forth in 2021, 
and this spiritual home to the diocese 
was suddenly living more fully into its 
name and setting. 

Diocese of Southern Ohio
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All Souls’ celebrated in June 2020 
when we changed our corner 
sign to read “In Person and On-

line.” Not only have we continued to 
worship in person, but we have over-
come the hurdles of getting our video, 
sound, and internet working … all at 
the same time! Throughout the pan-
demic our goal was to stay connected to 
each other as much as possible, and that 
continues today. Our clergy keep close 
tabs on our homebound parishioners, 
Sunday school teachers are teaching in 
person and offering video lessons and 
activities online, and Knights of North 
Castle VBS had a “royally” successful 
event this summer. Even Father Yoder 
donned a knightly costume to welcome 
the kids to VBS … sword included! 
Finally, collections for our school out-
reach programs continue. Imagine be-
ing an elementary school child learn-
ing from home all year with no access 
to age-appropriate books. We couldn’t 
tutor this year, but we’ve kept our Lit-
tle Library just outside Van Buren El-

ementary well-stocked. Our band of 
“Little Librarians” has delivered more 
than 500 books in both English and 
Spanish, and our outreach efforts in the 
neighborhood school have expanded 
to help families with food and essential 
items. Thanks be to God.

All Souls’ Church
Oklahoma City

For Christ Church, 2021 has been 
filled with providential develop-
ments. As one of the first parish-

es in Washington, D.C. to reopen for 
in-person corporate worship in 2020, 
we have steadily returned to something 
close to a full schedule of services as 
the vaccination rate has climbed and 
COVID restrictions have relaxed. Early 
in the year, we were delighted to bring 
back our choir, masked, first as a quar-
tet, and on Pentecost at full strength, as 
we confirmed more than a dozen teen-
agers and adults. 

When the mask mandate ended in 
Washington in May, it was astonishing 
to arrive in church and see, for the first 
time in more than 15 months, faces! As 
the world emerges from its pandemic 
wilderness, we look forward to contin-
ued regathering as the body of Christ.

Christ Church, 
Georgetown
Washington, D.C.
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In spring 2021, we enjoyed a fresh sense of mission as we 
returned to worshiping in person together, and we look 
forward to the election of our next bishop. From new 

stained glass at Trinity, Jacksonville, major renovation and 
repair work after last year’s fire at St. Paul’s, Alton, new solar 
panels at Emmanuel, Champaign, and a new roof at St. John’s, 
Centralia, the gift of time this year has meant that care and 
love are being put into these and other parish grounds all over 
the diocese. We have also seen building projects come to fru-
ition during this year, especially at Church of the Redeemer, 
Cairo, where their new building has given them more space to 
gather and operate and now also accommodates a new mar-
tial arts program. Our communities have dedicated time and 
love to both new and ongoing outreach ministries that focus 
on giving small but necessary items to those in our neighbor-
hoods: a new Little Free Library at Christ the King, Normal, 
the Blessing Box free pantry at St. Mark’s, West Frankfort, a 
new relationship between the Salvation Army shelter and the 
Parish of Tazewell County, and the Dignity Box nursing home 
ministry at St. Thomas, Salem. 

The clergy of the diocese gathered at the annual Mass of 
Chrism, and our diocesan Cursillo and ECW are looking for-
ward once again to planning in-person retreats in the coming 
months.

Diocese of Springfield
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For Christ the King, 2020-2021 
has been a period of stepping 
out in faith and trusting in God. 

And thus far, we have been blessed by 
God’s grace, mercy, and love. In March 
of 2020 we broke ground on a new 
building for our Parish Day School — 
the Tree House Episcopal Montessori 
School — which will increase the ca-
pacity and scope for this thriving minis-
try in our community. In summer 2020 
we created our first-ever full-time staff 
position for children and youth minis-

try. Our new director of Family Faith 
Formation, Dani Robertson, joined us 
in August, and we are already experi-
encing the fruit of that ministry. In the 
spring of 2021, we launched a capi-
tal campaign — “Rooted + Grounded 
in Love” — and reached our financial 
goal in June. This campaign is helping 
us further the reach of our mission to 
provide worship, multi-generation-
al Christian formation, and outreach 
ministries that remain faithful to the 
Anglican ethos and tradition.

Christ the King Episcopal Church
Santa Rosa Beach, Fla.

Being a large conference center/
camp, we had a 65% reduction 
in revenue during COVID. This 

was a long way to fall with over 100 em-
ployees who were used to welcoming 
56,000 guests annually.

So, in the height of the COVID cri-
sis, we looked at who was getting hurt 
the most and how we ought best to re-
bound. If we made a major reduction 
in staff, it would take longer to recover, 
and as we are in a remote area, we knew 
some of our staff could not find other 
work quickly. 

So we started the Grace Fund. This 
fund was named for the young daugh-
ter of the Day family who live on our 
property. We were inspired by her 
words, “I hope Camp Allen campers 
can return soon, because this is where 
Jesus lives.” 

In the early stages of the Grace Fund, 
we set a goal of $35,000 to distribute 
packages to our hourly workers. Those 
workers were impacted because their 
hours were reduced and they had no 
overtime pay. We used the camp buy-
ing power to secure food items for our 
staff families. It was warmly received, 
and we repeated the distribution each 
Friday. Today the fund has reached 
$95,000 and has helped send family 
members to summer camp. 

Camp Allen
Navasota, Texas
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When people think of the 
Mountain State, they think 
of whitewater rafting, beau-

tiful mountains, fall foliage, and some 
of the friendliest people in America. 
We would add: resilience, kindness, 
and a love for each other. There also 
is a sense of pride in the heritage here. 
There are many places where farming 
still connects us to the land and the 
gifts of nature. More mountain land 
exists here per square mile than in any 
other state. While the state works to re-
open, we see the virtual world in a dif-
ferent way than we did in early 2020. 
We see a place for connection and a 
place to bridge the miles that stretch 
across the mountains. We see a worship 
space that has no walls or boundaries. 
Since the start of COVID-19, the dio-
cese has hosted Noonday Prayer and 
daily Compline, as well as Sunday lit-
urgy. Through this and virtual services 
hosted by various parishes, we found 
ways not only to worship but to deep-
en our ties. The diocese and its parishes 
are seeing visitors drop in for services 
and former members participate. At 
times, it can seem like a family reunion 
— something communities and fami-
lies in the state hold special. 

Diocese of West Virginia
How do you worship, learn, and 

gather in a pandemic? That is 
what every church has wres-

tled with the past year. Over 2021 we 
transitioned to offering online worship 
with the installation of new cameras 
and a soundboard. A number of people 
found us online and are a part of our 
community. 

We supplemented the Alpha Course 
scripts to serve as our Sunday sermons 
for a period of time, and we use them 
as videos for classes. (The clergy have 
all decided we were not made to be TV 
evangelists.) 

One of the best things about this 
time has been the development of the 
Concert Series at the Farm, an outdoor 
music event where the community can 
gather for live music, fellowship, and 
time together. We’ve welcomed many 
musicians, including Kaitlin Butts, Ja-
mie Lin Wilson, the Red Dirt Rangers, 
and John Fullbright.

Christ Church  
Episcopal 
Tulsa, Okla.



Service, resiliency, and partnership 
are the three words that best de-
scribe the culture of the Diocese 

of Texas in 2021. While many people 
faced food insecurities due to job loss-
es, Christ Church, Nacogdoches — a 
micro-church located in East Texas — 
rose to the occasion when their deacon, 
the Rev. Wanda W. Cuniff, took the ini-
tiative to help her local food pantry. 
She placed a red wagon on the front 
porch of their parish, and a year later, 
parishioners and friends have donated 
over 3,700 pounds of non-perishable 
foods to the East Texas Food Bank. St. 
Thomas the Apostle, Nassau Bay, has 
been hosting a food distribution every 
month. In March, they served over 347 
people with boxes of cereal, peas, plan-
tains, and chicken. College students at 
Houston Canterbury distributed more 

than 1,100 care packages to fellow stu-
dents. In May, the Diocese of Texas, 
along with other Houston congrega-
tions like St. James’, St. John the Divine, 
and St. Martin’s, hosted a Mega Out-
door Health Fair, inviting local hospi-
tals and vendors to help out Third Ward 
residents who have suffered job loss, 
family disruption, financial hardship, 
illness, and death. These congregations 
have formed such a strong partnership, 
they have promised an annual return. 
Our Commission on Hispanic Ministry 
hosted a Lay Leadership Conference in 
June for our lay leaders, extending its 
invitation to all Latin America. Leaders 
and folks across the diocese have come 
together as one, not only to help their 
neighbors, but communities beyond 
their reach, just as Jesus Christ taught 
his disciples.

Diocese of Texas

September 5, 2021 • THE LIVING CHURCH   41



42   THE LIVING CHURCH • September 5, 2021

For longtime members as well as 
people just passing by, Redeem-
er’s bright red doors send a mes-

sage of comfort and hospitality. With-
out saying anything, the doors beckon, 
“Come on in!” It sure helps, though, 
when someone echoes that message 
and offers more words of welcome.  A 
few months ago, our facilities manager, 
Steve Wernet, was about to leave for the 
day when he ran into a couple who had 
stumbled onto the Redeemer campus. 

It had been a long day for Steve, but 
instead of ushering them away so he 
could head home, he struck up a con-
versation with the pair. Steve told them 
about Redeemer and took them on a 
tour of the property, showing them 
the church, parish hall, classrooms, 
and gardens. Thanks in part to Steve’s 
friendliness, no doubt, the couple de-
cided to join Redeemer. When another 
potential new member called the par-
ish office recently asking if we knew 

someone who could give her piano 
lessons, our receptionist, Diane Knox, 
knew just how to help her. She shared 
the name and number of her grand-
daughter’s piano teacher, and the wom-
an is now happily taking lessons. She’s 
also become a member of Redeemer. 
Whether offering a grand tour or the 
name of a piano teacher, that friendly 
face or friendly voice on the other end 
of the telephone can make all the differ-
ence, perhaps now more than ever.

Church of the Redeemer
Sarasota, Fla.
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The first six months of 2021 have 
been as messy, joy-filled, and 
surprising as any Minnesota 

spring. As vaccines have been distrib-
uted around the state, many by our own 
faith communities, in partnership with 
medical providers, we entered into per-
haps the most confusing and challeng-
ing chapter of COVID yet. Our faith 
communities have been faithful, pa-
tient, and above all creative as each has 
discerned its own path to regathering. 
So many of our faith communities dis-
covered incredible gifts in this past year 
that we want to hold onto. Worshiping 
outside may present audio challeng-
es, but sunshine and connecting with 

neighbors more than make up for 
them. While online gatherings don’t al-
low for hugs, meeting via Zoom has al-
lowed us to reconnect and deepen our 
relationships with dear friends who’ve 
moved away. And our call to seek gen-
uine racial justice and reconciliation 
remains as urgent and holy as ever. The 
twin challenges of George Floyd’s mur-
der and the cascading consequences 
of that offense, and the escalating fight 
over the Enbridge Line 3 pipeline at the 
headwaters of the Mississippi, continue 
to call every Minnesotan Episcopalian, 
every day, to recommit to God’s mis-
sion of healing the whole world, and 
our own neighborhoods, with love.

Episcopal Church in Minnesota

Coming back to in-person wor-
ship in June of 2020 was a big 
blessing! Safety protocols and 

guidelines helped many of our older 
parishioners feel so comfortable that 
they said, “Church is the safest place 
I go each week!” Never have we felt 
so moved and humbled by the simple 
things our worship had to offer: Holy 
Eucharist, singing, Sunday school, con-
firmation, and outreach. 

On Rally Day in September 2020, 
we all gathered on the church lawn to 
enjoy a church family picnic. By Easter, 
church attendance was on fire! Tear-
filled eyes could be seen everywhere — 
there was so much joy. You could feel 
the presence of the Holy Spirit. Each 
baby step we have taken over the last 
year to get back to “normal” has filled 
our hearts with a new gratitude. May 
blessings abound as we move forward!

Church of the Good 
Shepherd
Corpus Christi, Texas
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This has been the year of “missing” — missing our 
friends, missing our families, missing our church; in 
short, missing life! Yet God has deepened our faith and 

our sense of community during the pandemic by giving a dif-
ferent shade of meaning to what we may actually have been 
missing. St. David’s worship has been vibrant in-person and 
online. We continue to learn together and care for one an-
other. Our education series on social justice and how we treat 
others reminded us of what we were missing: compassion. 
We started a new partnership with the Hispanic Missioner, 
Mother Jessie Alejandro, and the Church of the Crucifixion 
in Philadelphia. Together we have fed hundreds and provid-
ed clothing and financial support in an effort to bring back 
to a community what has long since been missing: hope. 
Our sewing ministry gave out 8,943 masks and 861 Days for 
Girls kits to our partners in the area and in Uganda. We have 
provided a help that was missing: protection. Our children 
have collected over 12,000 can tabs for the Ronald McDon-
ald House to fund what was missing: healing. St. David’s 
makes Christ known to others by continuing to reach out to 
serve local and international communities. We continue to 
demonstrate our faith through learning what is really “miss-
ing” from our busy, everyday lives: recognizing the living Je-
sus and the ceaseless opportunities to love our neighbors.

St. David’s (Radnor) Church
Wayne, Pa.
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In response to the nationwide pro-
tests and increasing unrest around 
racism and racial justice, the Epis-

copal Diocese of Oklahoma has chosen 
to root ourselves in our baptismal cove-
nant’s call to respect the dignity of every 
human person by taking the time to lis-
ten, learn, and build Beloved Commu-
nity. Through several diocesan-wide ef-
forts, Episcopalians in Oklahoma have 
contributed to the work of racial recon-
ciliation. The annual Bishop’s Appeal in 
2020 raised funds for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ at the Historic Vernon 
AME Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Ver-
non is the only Black-owned building 

to survive the 1921 Tulsa Race Massa-
cre and was the only Tulsa Church to 
run a feeding ministry throughout the 
pandemic. The Rt. Rev. Poulson Reed 
was pleased to give Vernon’s pastor, the 
Rev. Dr. Robert Turner, a large gift on 
behalf of the diocese to help renovate 
their kitchen and create a prayer wall 
for racial reconciliation. The prayer 
wall dedication was held during the 
Centennial Memorial of the Tulsa Race 
Massacre on May 31. We invite the 
wider Church to join us in remember-
ing the Tulsa Race Massacre through 
prayer, reflection, and engaging in this 
work of healing.

Diocese of Oklahoma

God is doing new things at Holy 
Faith! As we rejoice over com-
ing together after the pandem-

ic, we are learning new ways to be the 
Church, gathering in new settings for 
fellowship, finding new avenues to 
reach out to the neediest in the com-
munity, and offering new means to stay 
connected with one another. 

Holy Faith is back in person, cele-
brating and offering the sacraments, 
studying the Bible, feeding the hungry, 
and worshiping the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness. But Holy Faith is also using 
this season of innovation to install a 
state-of-the-art audio and video system 
to broadcast Holy Faith’s beautiful An-
glo-Catholic liturgy to those who are 
not yet ready to return or who want to 
engage from afar. We invite you to drop 
by if you are in Santa Fe.

Church of the  
Holy Faith 
Santa Fe, N.M.
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“Homecoming” is the theme 
for us here at St. Martin’s. 
After the long dark season 

of the pandemic, we’re beginning once 
again to open our doors to provide tra-
ditional and contemporary worship, 
discipleship, mission, outreach, and 
fellowship. In August of this year, the 
parish will gather to celebrate, dedi-
cate, and consecrate the completion of 
10 new and/or renovated buildings, in-
cluding a new 650-seat parish life cen-
ter for worship and education, a 200-
seat traditional “English village style” 
Christ Chapel, and a new pastoral care 
center, music hall, welcome center, gift 
shop, and several new outdoor medita-
tion and prayer garden areas. The proj-
ect was made possible by the Building 
for the Ages Campaign, supported by 
generous pledges. 

As the 15-acre campus reopens, its 
leadership celebrates a new homecom-
ing and looks forward to furthering its 

mission to make and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ and expanding its commit-
ment to mission and outreach beyond 
its doors. At present, the parish com-
mits over 25 percent of its annual bud-

get to support ministries of the diocese 
outside the doors of St. Martin’s, as well 
as dozens of local ministries that serve 
the needy and underserved of Houston 
and beyond. 

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
Houston, Texas
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St. Peter’s is happy to be worshiping in person again 
(singing together is good for the soul!) and to have a 
full calendar of summer fellowship events. In the last 

year, we have really stepped up our hunger relief efforts. 
We kept our Little Free Pantry full, passed out 154 grocery 
bags full of food at Easter, and held an event called “Empty 
Bowls,” in which we raised $85,000 to fight food insecurity 
in North Texas. We are also installing a new pipe organ, and 
our choirs are preparing for an active fall.

Of the many liturgical and virtual experiments of this 
year — many of them failures(!) — we will look back 
fondly on at least two successes. The first we called 

the Family Picnic Eucharist. Picture blankets and camp-
chairs scattered around a makeshift front-lawn altar; chil-
dren writing down on Post-Its names to pray for and sticking 
them to our “Lord, have mercy” board; a socially distanced 
Story Circle; and a reverently chaotic Communion. The 
second was our outdoor Easter Vigil, where we christened 
a new horse trough baptismal font by baptizing eleven new 
Christians, and where the light for the Easter proclamation 
came from stars, string lights, and glowsticks.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
McKinney, Texas

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Austin, Texas

We are joyfully and carefully emerging from lock-
down at St. Michael and All Angels! We have re-
sumed worship in person, with  music, singing, 

incense, and all the trimmings. After nearly a year operating 
almost entirely online, we are happy to be returning. Through 
the last year we adapted our outreach ministries: our food 
pantry, our cooperation with Casa Maria Catholic Work-
er, our partnership with Native friends in the Pascua Yaqui 
Tribe, our international medical work in Guatemala, and St. 
Michael’s Parish Day School. We pray that as we continue to 
emerge, God will grant us increase in number and holiness. 
If you are ever in Tucson, please join us to give glory to God!

St. Michael and All Angels  
Episcopal Church Tucson, Ariz.
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“What’s the magic to this 
partnership?” Pastor T 
(Shawn Torres) from Pil-

grim Rest Missionary Baptist Church 
and our director of student and young 
adult ministries, Pam Coghlan, get 
fielded with this kind of question of-
ten. In 2016, they worked together on a 
community project for a lower-income 
neighborhood, and for five and a half 
years now, our youth groups have been 
inseparable. 

“As I think about our friendship, it 
does not escape me how different we 
are, but it is those differences that make 
us stronger,” said Pam. “Many times, I 
used to rely entirely on my expectations 

to accomplish challenging goals, sin-
cerely thinking that I needed no one’s 
help. But when God drew our two youth 
groups together and continued drawing 
us together, that’s when I realized what 
the body of Christ must look and feel 
like. We work well together because it 
is of God — not magic.” The challenges 
of this past year slowed the partnership 
down but pushed us to think outside the 
box. Thus Camp Rose was born, a sum-
mer camp predominately run by our 
youth groups, designed to serve low-
er-income children, combining literacy 
programming with fun. At first glance, 
Camp Rose seems like a nice service 
project, but its impact is far-reaching. 

Over the past year, the Episcopal 
Diocese of Olympia has pro-
vided support to our congrega-

tions in communities impacted by the 
twin pandemics of COVID-19 and rac-
ism. We have provided grants and oth-
er financial assistance to churches and 
ministries providing hunger relief, like 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Seattle 
and Chaplains on the Harbor in Grays 
Harbor. We have also been working 
alongside our  ethnic ministries and 
BIPOC ministers to provide support 
to those who have been harmed by the 
sin of racism and take the first steps 
toward wholeness and healing across 
the diocese through listening sessions, 
educational opportunities, and more 
intentional partnerships.

Church of the Incarnation
Dallas, Texas

Diocese of Olympia
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We are open! After an excru-
ciatingly long hiatus, hun-
gry-for-church New Yorkers 

from all different denominations and 
no church background at all are com-
ing. It’s been great.

We’ve witnessed lots of new faces, a 
strong desire for personal connection, 
and a rebirth of spiritual interest — you 
heard it right, even here in the North-
east.

Parish of Calvary-St. George’s
New York City
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Trinity continues to thank God for 
the unexpected ways our church 
has grown through the pandem-

ic. We now offer “family friendly” wor-
ship online that includes an online ser-
vice bulletin and Sunday School lesson 
so that everyone is able to participate 
together. Trinity also hosts interactive 
online lectures and book studies, such 
as on C.S. Lewis’s  Screwtape Letters. 
Unexpected blessings continue as the 

number of people joining online wor-
ship and lectures rise and the message 
of the gospel is spread over the world! 
We thank God as we begin another 
year of our Christian preschool, with 
every safety precaution that will keep 
teachers and children safe and healthy. 
Finally, Trinity will continue to increase 
our endowment in order to secure the 
continued growth of the church.  

The Episcopal Church in South-
west Florida has continued to 
share Christ’s love to the commu-

nities of our 79 congregations. Church-
es continued to operate through the 
challenges of Coronavirus, both online 
and in person. As a diocese, we evolved 
through many stages of safety require-
ments during the pandemic, based on 
local county health and fire safety reg-
ulations and CDC guidelines. Lay-led 
concerts, book studies, and the Daily 
Office flourished. Congregations ral-
lied to put services online: the diocese 
went from only 10 parishes regularly 
streaming, to over 70 congregations 
today.  Streaming activity energized 
many congregations to the point of 
even gaining new members. Our food 
pantry network received new grants 
from Episcopal Charities of Southwest 
Florida. Our vestry retreat gathering 
included a record 309 clergy and ves-
try in a first-ever Zoom gathering. 
And our two parish church plants, in 
Parrish and Wesley Chapel, continued 
their growth. 

Trinity Episcopal Church
Vero Beach, Fla.

Diocese of Southwest 
Florida
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In a year when we’re all looking to-
ward the future, we at St. Mark’s 
are reflecting on our history and 

the faithfulness of God in the Epis-
copal Church in  Western Louisi-
ana for nearly 200 years. In  March 
of 1839,  on the banks of the Red 
River, Bishop Leonidas Polk held the 
first  formal  church service in what 
was then the  newly established  town 
of Shreveport.  Although his visit 
was controversial at the time (Shreve-
port was known to be an almost law-
less gambling and trading town), the 
same  small  group who came to lis-
ten to Bishop Polk  began to grow in 
numbers  and eventually  organized 
themselves into St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church in 1859. The small parish grew 
rapidly over the years, and in 1957 we 
moved to the historic Highland neigh-
borhood. In 1990 St. Mark’s became the 
Cathedral Church of the diocese. From 
our spiritual roots to our architecture, 
we’re grateful, and we anticipate where 
God will lead next.

St. Mark’s Cathedral
Shreveport, La.

2021 brought a return to the fa-
miliar St. John the Divine, and 
we’re growing in new and innova-

tive ways! In January, our community 
gathered to reconnect with each other 
and meet our new rector, the Rev. Dr. 
R. Leigh Spruill, at a socially distanced 
outdoor and livestreamed service. We 
celebrated Easter together at two out-
door services, and we continue weekly 
worship together in person and online. 
Our new YouTube channel, The Door, 
has already grown to over 200 mem-
bers. Online and in-person groups and 
studies offer everyone ways to learn 
and grow wherever they are, and we 
continue to serve others in new ways. 
In April, we packed 30,000 meals for 
children in Zambia, served by inter-
national non-profit Family Legacy. We 
look forward to serving local commu-
nity partners at three Summer Service 
Sundays. 

Church of St. John 
the Divine
Houston, Texas

Because of COVID, the Society of 
Mary, American Region, held its 
2021 Annual Mass remotely on 

YouTube from St. Clement’s Church, 
Philadelphia, with Father Richard Al-
ton, Rector, celebrating, Fr. John Alex-
ander, SoM Superior, preaching, and 
four socially distanced singers provid-
ing music. Our annual meeting was 
also held by Zoom and was well-at-
tended. Several new wards and cells 
have been formed while existing ones 
have showed ingenuity in finding ways 
to keep providing fellowship and com-
munal prayers for members. The Bless-
ed Virgin Mary has often engendered 
comfort and hope during plagues 
throughout history and continues to 
do so today.

Society of Mary

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
Richmond, Va. Like just about every other church in the world, St. Mat-

thew’s is rediscovering itself. Freshly returned to our 
building for worship after 15 months of exile, we begin 

to see that there remain many things, and people, yet unre-
covered. So how shall we know and love each other anew? 
How shall we search out and love our neighbors now? The 
truth is that those are old questions, perennial questions, for 
just about every church in the world. But here is a new ques-
tion for us, that will help us answer the old ones: what has 
God been recreating in us and for us during our long exile?
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Since its inception, St. George’s 
Enterprise Ministry (SGEM) has 
been proud to help some of Nash-

ville’s most innovative social enterpris-
es. At its core, SGEM strives to help our 
community by supporting and building 
up businesses that have a social impact. 
Simply put, we want to make a lasting 
difference by helping businesses and 
leaders who help others. 

Every year we are excited and en-
ergized by our partners, who receive 
grant funding and mentorship with the 
goal of becoming established, self-sus-
taining organizations. Maybe it’s be-
cause 2020 was such a bumpy ride, but 
we are particularly impressed by our 
current group of tenacious, energetic, 

and savvy social enterprises. At Cross-
roads Campus, at-risk youth are taught 
skills related to the care of animals 
through their grooming, retail, and pet 
food business. At Humphreys Street 
coffee shop, youth are being raised up 
into leaders through mentorship op-
portunities and empowering job skills, 
such as customer service, marketing, 
and craftsmanship. With Project Re-
turn, men and women returning to 
the community after incarceration find 
employment and supportive services. 
These SGEM partners are actively help-
ing Nashvillians live better lives — with 
dignity and grace. To learn more about 
this ministry, visit stgeorgesnashville.
org/sgem.

St. George’s Episcopal Church
Nashville, Tenn.

Who knew our 2021 Diocesan 
Convention theme, “Weak-
er, Deeper, Stronger,” would 

be prophetic? The pandemic exposed 
fault lines that highlighted our weak-
nesses, deepened our faith, and sum-
moned our strength.

Soul care: The pandemic helped us 
get creative. All Saints, Winter Park, 
restarted its Glennon House healing 
ministry. In a season of pain, the work 
at this former B&B met critical needs, 
offering prayer by phone, Zoom, and 
now, in person. 

Food insecurity: Some churches 
had only a small food pantry — or none 
at all. But hungry people can’t wait on 
committees. St. John the Baptist in Or-
lando’s Washington Shores neighbor-
hood kicked its food pantry into high 
gear and still delivers donated carloads 
every week.

Health needs: Florida’s plan of us-
ing Publix supermarkets for vaccine 
distribution worked well — for some. 
Few Hispanic neighborhoods have 
these stores. Father José Rodríguez, 
vicar at Jesús de Nazaret in Orlando’s 
Azalea Park community, brought vac-
cination centers to Spanish-speaking 
Episcopal churches and other Lat-
in-friendly sites. 

Diocese of Central 
Florida
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This year has seen the publication 
of a book on our history: Saint 
James School of Maryland: 175 

Years. The authors made some fasci-
nating discoveries; for example, the 
founding rector of Saint James, John 
Barrett Kerfoot (1816-81), was an ex-
traordinary classroom teacher who 
discovered, in the words of editor Chip 
Prehn, “a principle as important to the 
history of education as lift was to the 
history of aviation: that if you would 
have authentic ‘academic excellence’ in 
a school, the entire community must 
aim  above  ‘academic excellence.’”  The 
school got truly remarkable results 
working with (sometimes) rather or-
dinary students by focusing on vir-
tue. Lloyd Breck, founder of Nashotah 
House Theological Seminary, was a 
student under this method.  Another 

thing which stands out is the school’s 
resilient response to adversity — the 
Civil War, World War I, the Great De-
pression, World War II, thear  changes 
of the ’60s and ’70s, and now COVID 
— while remaining true to mission. The 
most important discovery was accom-
plished by Dr. Emilie Amt. She uncov-
ered that, during the Civil War years, 
some members of SJS owned slaves. 
And at least one enslaved woman was 
purchased by Dr. Kerfoot, in order to 
free her.  Dr. Amt’s careful scholarship 
on the enslaved members of the SJS 
community is invaluable. This is not a 
book designed just to look handsome 
on the coffee table, but to help any care-
ful reader understand what Saint James 
is for, and its foundational and forma-
tional role in the wider Church School 
Movement.

St. Paul’s has been serving Savan-
nah and the Episcopal Diocese 
of Georgia in the fullness of the 

Catholic and Reformed faith of the An-
glican Communion since 1852. As a 
collegiate church, we are committed to 
empowering the body of Christ to serve 
and minister, and we see the diversity 
of our religious histories, interests, and 
cultures as one of our strengths as a 
parish family. Through the pandemic 
we developed protocols which allowed 
us to keep our regular schedule of food 
distributions and to distribute supple-
mental resources as needed. 

In light of mandated shutdowns and 
the need to connect with the parish 
and the public, we worked extensively 
on our links with the web and mas-
sively  upgraded our Wi-Fi network. 
This included the installation of fiber 
optic  cable and campus-wide Wi-Fi, 
which now allow us to livestream from 
any corner of the complex. We also de-
veloped a distribution program of the 
Blessed Sacrament, which became a 
model for the Diocese of Georgia, al-
lowing many to receive the Host from 
the Church during very stressful times. 

Saint James School
Hagerstown, Md.

Collegiate Church  
of Saint Paul  
the Apostle 
Savannah, Ga.
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Despite the pandemic, we 
continued to innovate and 
grow.  We reopened our third 

church  in three  years.  The reopened 
Church of the Crucifixion will minis-
ter to all people, with a specific focus 
on the growing Hispanic population 
in Philadelphia. Each day, the church 
doors are open to the community.  In 
late 2020, the diocese successfully pe-
titioned the state of Pennsylvania to 
recognize clergy as essential workers 
and started clinics all across the dio-
cese to vaccinate clergy and lay people. 
The work of addressing racism contin-
ues. In addition to requiring anti-rac-
ism training for all clergy, the diocese 
launched the Loving Presence Group, 

started by clergy and expanded to laity, 
to lead us in dismantling racism in the 
diocese.  Their report on the path for-
ward was unanimously approved by all 
diocesan governing bodies. Partnering 
with Villanova University, we launched 
Serviam. This comprehensive online 
learning platform will empower and 
equip both laity and clergy.  Through 
our free Digital Disciples program and 
tech grant program, we assisted 60+ 
churches with adapting to virtual wor-
ship, providing equipment and internet 
access to sanctuaries. As church doors 
reopen, we look forward to the many 
ways in which our diocese will be dif-
ferent, and by God’s grace, better.

Diocese of Pennsylvania
Our focus on racial healing, jus-

tice, and reconciliation con-
tinues to expand in 2021. A 

sweeping set of resolutions, known col-
lectively as Resolution #7, “Acknowl-
edging & Confronting Systemic Rac-
ism, White Supremacy, & Anti-Black 
Bias,” was approved at our 2020 Annual 
Convention. It set forth ambitious goals 
for the future, including the creation of 
a Reparations Task Force to “study and 
make specific recommendations to the 
(2021) Annual Convention as to rep-
arations by ECCT and individual Par-
ishes, Worshiping Communities, and 
Intentional Episcopal Communities in 
partial compensation for 400 years of 
discrimination and bias based on race.” 
The task force was announced in April 
and includes eight clergy and four lay 
members, seven of whom are people of 
color. They have begun their work by 
expanding our understanding of “rep-
arations,” by inviting participation in 
a set of weekly reflections via ECCT’s 
weekly e-news, challenging us to grow 
together in this holy work.

Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut
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For St. Francis in the Fields, 2021 
has been a year of strengthening 
our team and infrastructure while 

also participating in God’s mission to 
our community. Our vision is to make 
and grow disciples of Jesus Christ by 
drawing all generations into worship, 
formation and mission. By God’s grace, 
we are off to a good start! We have wel-
comed several new staff members, and 
have started raising money for a new 
playground, while also hosting strate-
gic discussions to launch several new 
key ministries in the next two years. 
Parishioners have sent Valentine’s Day 
gift packets to our homebound and el-
derly members that include cards and 
drawings from our children, along with 
tasty treats. We have hosted several 
blood drives, and our youth and chil-
dren’s ministries have spearheaded a 
project to build beds for children in our 
local community. Additionally, we held 
our first outdoor confirmation service 
for 36 people, narrowly dodging the ar-

rival of cicadas! Our goal has not just 
been to survive the pandemic, but to 
open ourselves to God’s grace within 
this historic moment, so that we might 
flourish and even take new ground 
during this season.

St. Francis in the Fields
Harrods Creek, Ky.

We are made up of more than 
60 congregations, schools, 
and institutions in 22 coun-

ties across the upper part of the state. 
Over the past year, our diocesan youth 
events continued in online formats and 
just recently regathered in person for a 
5th grade retreat and Happening. Con-
gregations across the diocese contin-
ued to serve their communities, adapt-
ing feeding ministries to operate safely 
during the pandemic, offering space 
for vaccine clinics for the community, 
and deepening relationships with local 
schools. The Church of the Epiphany in 
Spartanburg (a small historically Afri-
can American congregation), is an ex-
ample of what all of our congregations 
have been able to do. Epiphany has 
expanded its community garden min-
istry to six new neighborhoods and has 
continued its youth ministry through 
literacy programs and a youth sports 
league. Despite the challenges present 
in 2021, Epiphany — and all of the con-
gregations in EDUSC — have contin-
ued to make, equip, and send mature 
disciples of Jesus!

Diocese of Upper 
South Carolina
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Located in the heart of Midtown 
Manhattan, we can take the 
pulse of New York, and the larg-

er world, simply by opening our doors. 
From our front steps, we have witnessed 
the city’s gradual reopening and return 
to a new  kind of  normal.  As  of  July 
2021, we are once again  visited by  a 
steady stream of faithful pilgrims  tak-
ing  refuge in this “oasis of prayer” 
on hot summer days, lighting can-
dles at Our Lady of Fifth Avenue, and 
our pews are filling up on Sundays and 
Summer Feast Days.  Inside our  phys-
ical  walls,  and  in digital rooms,  the 
parishioners, lay leaders, and clergy of 
Saint Thomas have spent the first half of 

2021 connecting through prayer, adult 
education, Sunday Zoom programs for 
children and families,  and by sharing 
our unique Anglican choral heritage 
over  livestreams  watched the world 
over.  In numbers,  that’s  308  liturgical 
services, 98 webcasts,  33  gatherings 
for our children and families  minis-
try, and one newly ordained priest. On 
March 14, 2021,  the Rev. Sr. Marie 
Promise  Atelon  SSM  celebrated her 
first Mass at our High Altar. 2021 has 
been a year of connection and resil-
ience, and also careful planning for the 
future, when we look forward to grow-
ing in faith with parishioners in person 
and online.  

Saint Thomas Church Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Grace Church draws its members 
from the greater New York met-
ropolitan area. Since relocating 

to the Greenwich Village area of Man-
hattan in 1846, we have enjoyed an es-
pecially close relationship with this 
neighborhood south of Union Square, 
and we strive to serve the people who 
come inside our doors — virtually or 
in person — regardless of who they 
may be. After being at the epicenter 
of the pandemic in the spring of 2020, 
we reopened for in-person worship in 
September and managed to stay that 
way through the school year without 
any COVID incidents, thanks be to 
God. Outdoor “coffee-less coffee hour” 
was a hit, even on freezing winter Sun-
days. Throughout the year we also 
continued to support local agencies 
of mercy.  This summer we delivered 
canned goods to a nearby food pantry. 
We are gearing up to being back in full 
swing this September.

Grace Church
New York, N.Y.
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“The Rev’s Kitchen” epitomiz-
es the response of St. Paul’s 
Bloor Street to the twists 

and turns of 2021. As Canada’s largest 
Anglican church, we have been able to 
repurpose our commercial kitchen to 
serve delicious take-out meals, through 
Uber Eats, to nearby condo dwellers. 
All the proceeds have gone to provide 
meals for vulnerable people living on 
the streets of Toronto. We would never 
have dreamt up such a ministry with-
out the pandemic. 2021 also brought a 
change in leadership, as the Rev. Canon 
Dr. Barry Parker retired and the Rt. Rev. 
Jenny Andison was appointed our elev-
enth rector. Our ministries are evolving 
as we determine how to do ministry in 
a hybrid way, aided by the technology 
in our newly renovated main sanctu-
ary. Several online offerings will be ex-
panded due to the response. A partic-
ipant in DivorceCare lives in England 
— the timing works better! Sharing the 
gospel since 1841, St. Paul’s Bloor Street 
is looking forward, in hope, to the new 
ministry opportunities opening up, as 
we remain rooted in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

St. Paul’s Bloor Street
Toronto, Ont.

We are the oldest church 
in Carlsbad, established 
in  1894.  We celebrate a 

“beachy” version of the ancient Chris-
tian faith: we’re the host to public pick-
leball courts and  the Carlsbad Music 
Festival, and we welcome all  pilgrims 
on their spiritual journey, no matter 
the stage. Things may look different 
these days with “blog Mass” and video 
sermons, but worship of Our Lord Je-
sus Christ is still the heartbeat of this 
spiritual community. To God be the 
glory! The most welcome additions to 
parish life during “Coronatide” have 
been a weekly Sunday jazz Evensong 
with a world class jazz band, as well as 
a weekly online “solemn blog Mass” for 
at-home worship. Also, we are bless-
ed to host the 50th anniversary of the 
invention of the boogie board this 
month! The inventor, Tom Mory, is a 
jazz drummer who has been playing at 
our Sunday Evensong.

St. Michael’s by-
the-Sea Episcopal 
Church Carlsbad, Calif.

St. Matthew’s Cathedral went al fres-
co in 2020-21! While livestreaming 
a service from inside the nave, 

our principal service moved outdoors 
and over 20 young adults “walked up 
to our table,” joining the parish during 
the pandemic season, largely through 
the charism of the “Mass on the Grass.” 
Our food pantry  became a porch, and 
we are have given food to over 200 
individuals and households a week in 
the outdoors and all kinds of weather, 
dramatically expanding our outreach 
during this season of food insecurity.

St. Matthew’s  
Cathedral 
Dallas, Texas

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Murfreesboro, Tenn. This winter St. Paul’s had the chance to buy the fami-

ly-run grocery next to our church. We had so many 
questions. What would our church be like after the 

pandemic? Could we afford it? What is God calling us to do? 
Our conversations and prayer together helped us grow from 
thinking of this as an opportunity for ourselves to consid-
ering how we can be part of something new God is doing. 
We have gotten clarity that God is calling us to make Jesus 
real in our downtown neighborhood, gathering and evan-
gelizing whether we buy the grocery or not. This clarity is 
finally what allowed us to buy the grocery. For our church, 
the grocery has become not simply a building or a space for 
future parking, but a family business which employs our 
town’s residents, gives our neighbors access to fresh foods, 
and allows us to keep growing God’s kingdom in downtown 
Murfreesboro.




