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To Wrestle with God 
"I will not let you go unless you bless me" (Gen. 32:26b) 

BCP: Gen. 32:3-8, 22-30; Psalm 121; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:l- 8a 
RCL: J er. 3 1:27-34 ; Psalm 119:97-104 or Ge n. 32:22-31 ; Psalm 121; 2 Tim. 3: 14-4 :5; Luk e 18: 1-8 

Jacob was afraid to face his broth er, 
Esau. Jacob 's lavish gifts could hard ly 
make up for the stolen birtluight , and by 
force of arms, he could never win the 
day. As so often in the stories of the 
patriar chs, God's promise seems to have 
come to anoth er dead end. Ja cob must 
come to grips, literally, with the One 
who has set this future before him. 

This myste1ious combat on the shores 
by the J abbok has long been taken as far 
more than one man's attempt to under
stand his destiny. Jacob fights against 
God, and yet clings to him. God is his 
adve rsary, and yet he proffer s a rich 
blessing. Jacob's life is changed, a people 
is born. The vista opened before Jacob is 
not merely advice on what comes next 
but the vision of God himself. 

Look It Up 

"What is it to wrestle with God," asked 
St. Ambrose, "other than to enter upon 
the struggle for virtue, to contend with 
one who is stronger and to become a 
better imitator of God than the others 
are?" The way ofviltue is no easy patl1. 
Like a stallion, our haughty wills must be 
broken to take God's reins. Om desires 
must be straightened to long for the high
est good , our bodies exercised in the 
regime of discipl eship . God sta nds 
against us for our own good, "smiting 
us fiiendly" in the psalmist 's words, that 
we might find, on the other side of om 
pain, a new kind of life with him. 

St. Paul remind s us that the Scrip
tures are weapons of righteousness, to 
be used "for teac hing, for reproof, for 
correction , for training. " The Spirit 

breathes life into them so that they can 
make us complete , abounding in good 
works. 

Prayer is a kind of wrestling as well. 
The widow won't stop her pleading, and 
the judg e must give in. "Perhaps she will 
blacken my eye," he says to himself, an 
idiom of the boxing ring. If a wicked 
man will do right because of persist
ence, how much more, Jesus mges, will 
God help us when we cry to him . This 
parable too has long been seen as a call 
for assistanc e in the struggle of right
eousn ess. The Evil One press es hard 
against us, and we need God's grace to 
stand firm. "Christian up and smite 
them, countin g gain but loss," urges tl1e 
old hymn; "smite them by the me1it of 
the Holy Cross." 

Think About It 
Read Hosea 12:1-6. How does the prop het rework the themes of Jacob 's 
mysterious night to call Israe l to greater faitllfulness? 

How has God struggled against you to draw 
you closer to himself? 

Next Sunday The Twenty-Second Sunday After Pentecost (Proper 25C), October 24, 2010 
S CP: J er. 14:(1-6)7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84 or 84:1-6; 2 Tim. 4:6--8, 16-18; Luk e 18:9-14 

RCL : Joe l 2 :23-32; Psalm 65 or Ecclus. 35: 12-17 orJ e r. 14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm 84:1-6; 2 Tim. 4:6-8 , 16-18; Luk e 18 :9-14 
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news 

Bishop Bennison 
(Continued from page 5) 

Bennison wrote that he has "deep 
compassion for the young woman 
who was abused." 

He added: "But resigning my posi 
tion as Bishop of Pennsylvania will 
not ease her pain or remove the sting 
of the abusive relationship. Instead, I 
hope that the suffering I have endured 
during the past three years has 
strengthened me and will enable me 
to work for reconciliation within the 
Diocese. I look forward to resuming 
my mission within the Church. We 
are a small Church, but a noble and 
histmic one. I hope that the members 
of the Diocese and I can put the past 
behind us and work together to 
achieve our goals." 

Archbishop Williams 
Promotes MDGs 

The Archbishop of Canterbury 
issued a YouTube video Sept. 20 to 
mark the beginning of the United 
Nations Summit on Millennium 
Development Goals. 

In the video (bit.ly/CantuarMDG), 
Archbishop Rowan Williams pointed 
out that 10 years of the 15-year pro
gram have elaps ed, "and there 's still a 
very long way to go." 

"It's quit e easy, especially in the 
light of the last couple of years, to 
think we really haven't got the finan
cial resources for this," he said. "The 
fact is, that even in the present cli
mate, governments are not as short of 
resources as it's tempting for them to 
think they are." 

Governments will find ready part
ners, the archbishop said, in commu
nities of faith: "Here there are 
resources not only in terms of skills 
and persons but of vision and of 
energy, of faith; a sense of deep obli
gation; a sense that our welfare is 
absolutely bound up with the welfar e 
of our neighbor." 

When it concluded Sep t. 22, the 

I 
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three-day summit in New York City 
promised greater money and efforts 
toward meeting the eight-point goals, 
which address poverty and hunger, 
universal education, gender inequal
ity, children's health, maternal health, 
HIV/AIDS, environmental sustain 
ability and a global partnership for 
development. 

Province of Canada 
Invests in Mission 

After discussing mission Sept. 23-
26, the Province of Canada's council 
voted not to convene in 2011 and 
instead to spend $40,000 on mission. 
That mission will be a youth event the 
provinc e has already begun planning. 

The discussions were guided by a 
focus on the Anglican Communion's 
five marks of mission, led by Ellie 
Johnson, retired director of partner
ships for the Anglican Church of 
Canada. 

"I sensed a spirit of renewal for 
Provincial Council and Synod," said 
the Most Rev. Claude Miller, arch 
bishop of Fredericton and metropol 
itan of the province. "I sense a new 
day is dawning in our corporate life." 

The Province of Canada, one of 
four provinces within the Anglican 
Church of Canada, encompasses 
seven dioceses: Central Newfound
land, Eastern Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Fredericton, Montreal, 
Nova Scotia and Prince Edward 
Island , Quebe c, and Western New
foundland. Its council meets annu
ally and its synod meets every three 
years. 

The council also is considering 
structural changes that would reduce 
the number of members in both the 
council and the synod. 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Moxley, 
Bishop of Nova Scotia and Prince 
Edward Island, proposed the motions 
for the youth event and for reducing 
the size of provincial structures. Her 
original motion called for cutting the 
delegations in half. 

ANGLICAN BIBLIOPOLE: theological booksellers . 
Saratoga Springs, NY. (518) 587-7470. 

AnglicanBk @aol.com/www.AnglicanBooks.klink.net 

THE FORGIVENESS BOOK by Bob Libby is back in 
print. Excelle nt education resource. iUnivcrsc.com 
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FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopa l 
nag s and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond, VA. 
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail 
at festnags @aol.com . 

FOR SALE 

Home Communion Set. Sterling . Includes chal ice, 
paten, pyx , spoon, glass crnet , leather case: $1,000. Oil 
stock: $300. Ideal gins . Proceeds will suppon church in 
Burma. shuhne @snet.net or (860) 739-3024. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

FULL-TIME RECTOR: Trinity Episcopal Cl111rch, 
Waterloov11, SD. Trinity is a family-sized parish located in 
one of South Dakota's fastest growing communities and is 
the 4th largest city in the state. Trinity has an excellent 
youth group and hosted the 2009 Diocesan Youth Event. 
The people of Trinity are strongly committed to the 
renewa l and growth of their parish and are eager to work 
with a priest who is full of hope and energy and has a 
Kingdom vision. Watenown is home to the Terry Redlin 
Museum, Bramble Park Zoo and one of the top rated 
school districts in the s tate. South Dakota is known for its 
amazing recreationa l opportunit ies - hun ting. fishing, 
boating , hiking, and biking. If interested, please contact 
The Rev. Canon David Hussey , (605) 494-0242 or 
canondavid.diocesc @ midconetwork.com. 

FULL-TIME RECIOR: St. A11dre,v's Episcopal Cl111rclt, 
Roswell, NM , is cun-cntly seeking a rector to lead our church 
community. We arc a church family of approximately 250 
members. Roswell is located in the high plains. southeast cor
ner of New Mexico, in the heart of the Pecos Valley. lfliving 
in the "Land of Enchantment" sounds like a wild west adven
ture , additional infor mation can be found at 
""~v.standrewsroswell.org or contact The Rev. Canon F. 
Michael Perko , Ph.D., Diocese of the Rio Grande at (505) 
881-0636 by October 31, 20 10. 

Conducting a 
clergy search? 
We offer: 
• Customized ad plans to suit 
any bud get 

• Ad. design and cre ation 
serv ices 

• Same-day ad p lacement for 
online classified ads 

To place a classified, 
print or online, cont.act 

Amber Muma at 
ambel@livingchurch.org 
(414) 276-5420 ext. 12 

MORE CI.ASSIFIEDS 
AVAIi.ABIE ONLINE! 

livingchurch. org 



CHURCH DIRECTORY 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
All SAINTS' Sixth & Pennsylvania Ave. 
Website: www.allsaintschurch.org (619) 298-7729 
Fr. Tony Noble, SSC 
Sun 8 (Low), 10 (High); Daily Mass: Tues 12; Wed 9:30; 
Thurs 6; Fri 9:30: Sat 9 

PALM HARBOR, FL 
ST. ALFRED'S 1601 Curlew Rd. (727) 785-1601 
The Very Rev. Canon Richa rd C. Doscher, Sr., r 
Sat H Eu 5 (Rite 1); Sun H Eu 8 (Rite 1) & 10 (Rite 2) 

SARASOTA, FL 
CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER (941) 955-4263 
The Rev. Fredrick A. Robinson , r 
Sat 5:30 (contemporary); Sun 7:30 (low), 9 Rite II (high), 11 
Rite I (high), 1 (Spanish); Daily Mass 1 O; Wed 7:30; Thurs 5:30 

HONOLULU, HI 
ST. MARK'S www.stmarkshonolulu.org (808) 732-2333 
539 Kapahulu Ave. (#13 Bus end of l ine from Waikiki) 
Sun Low Mass 7, High Mass 9; MWF 8; Tues 6:15; Thurs 10 

CHICAGO, IL 
ASCENSION 1133 North LaSalle Blvd . at Elm 
www.ascensionchicago.org (312) 664-1271 
Sisters of St. Anne (312) 642-3638 
The Rev. Gary P. Fertig , r; the Rev. Kurt Olson, the Rev. 
Geoffrey Ward 
Sun Masses 8 (Low), 9 (Sung), 11 (Sol & Ser), MP 7:30, E&B 
4 (1S, Oct-May) , MP M-F 6:40, Sat 9:40; Masses M-F 7, 
6:20 (Wed), 10 (Sat); EP M-Sat 6, Sun 4; C Sat 5:30-6, 
Sun 10:30· 10:50 

EDGARTOWN, MA 
ST ANDREW 'S Martha's Vineyard (508) 627-5330 
www.standrewsmv.org Summer and Winter Sts. 
The Rev. Vincent G. ("Chip ") Seadale , r 

RED BANK, NJ 
TRINITY CHURCH 
Website: www .TrinityRedBank.org 
The Rev. Christopher Rodriguez , r 

65 W. Front St. 

Sun Masses 8 & 10:15 (Sung), MP and EP Daily 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN 'S Lafayette and Passaic Avenues 
Website: www.stjohnschurchpassaicnj.org (973) 779-0966 
Th e Rev. William C. Thiele, r frthiele @gmail.com 
Sun Low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

CARLSBAD, NM 
GRACE CHURCH 508 W. Fox St. (575) 885-6200 
The Rev. Rod Hurst , r www.gracecarlsbad.org 
Mass Sun 8:30, 10:30 (Sung), Wed 10; MP/EP as posted 

NEW YORK, NY 
TRINITY WALL STREET 
The Rev. Dr. James H. Cooper, r 
The Rev. Canon Anne Mallonee , v 
(212) 602-0880 
Website: www .tr initywal lst reet.org 

TRINITY CHURCH Broadway at Wall Street 
Sun H Eu 9 & 11:15'. Mon-Fri MP 8:15, H Eu 12:05, EP 5:15 
·watch live or on-demand on the web. 

ST. PAUL'S CHAPEL Broadway and Fulton Street 
Sun H Eu 8 & 10. Daily Prayers for Peace 12:30 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
Website: www .holycomm.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson, r; the Rev. Dan Clarke, c; the Rev. 
Patrick Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

PAWLEYS ISLAND, SC 
HOLY CROSS FAITH MEMORIAL (843) 237 3459 
www.hcfm. us holycross @sc.rr.co m 
The Rev. Tommy Tipton , r 
Sun 8 & 10:30 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave. www.ascathedral.org 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

LUTHERAN 

MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE & RESURRECTION CHURCHES 
K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. William R. Hampton , STS 
Sun Eu 9 

(909) 989-3317 

Are visitors 
welcome at your 
church? 

Of course they are! 
So tell them where it is. 

Be included in TLC's Church 
Directory-- a valuable resource for 
worshipers who trave l throughout the 
year on business trips, holidays, vaca
tions and more! 

FREE Run a print listing for 13 
weeks and your listing will also run in 
our Online Church Directory free of 
charge. 

To place a church directory 
listing contact: 
Amber Muma 

ambel@livingchurch.org 

TLC Call 1-800-211-2771 today or order online at 

livingchurch.org. 


