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• ere 1s 
no wrong 
decision. 

Glentnoor and 
Vicar's Landing 

Two Exceptional 
Cotntnunities. 

Glenmoor, located in the World Golf Village and Vicar's Landing in Ponte Vedra Beach are setting new 
standards for what a life care community can be. The elegant residences, both apartments and homes, are 
nestled on spacious, landscaped grounds in lovely resort settings. Our communities were designed to offer 
convenience and comfort, with the peace of mind that comes with a full continuum of on-site health care 
and the financial security of the life care benefit. The pleasures and privileges of retirement at its very 
best are evident every day. The choice is yours! 

Visit us now online at www.glenmoor.com or www.vicars/anding.com 
Then call to schedule a presentation. Come to visit ... come to stay. 

GLENMOOR 
235 Towerview Drive 
St. Augustine, Florida 

800-471-2335 • 904-940-4800 

VICAR'S LANDING 
1000 Vicar's Landing Way 

Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida 
800-288-8810 • 904-285-6000 



Retirement 
and Stewardship 
We suspect that many of our readers have 
heard this more times than they care to 
remember: "The word retirement is not in 
the Bible." True enough, but the principle 
of retirement is an important aspect of life 
throughout the world. Nobody could 
accuse Desmond Tutu of leading an inac
tive life, but he retired as Archbishop of 
Cape Town 15 years ago. This issue of 
TLC reflects primarily on stewardship as 
one discipline of retirement. Stewardship 
becomes our statement of what the 
resources in our lives will do for the 
Church - beginning long before our 
retirement and continuing, God willing, for 
many years after we have entered eternity. 
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Dioceses Respond to Storms' Havoc 
April proved to be a month of suf

fering and hardship for many resi
dents throughout the South after two 
massive tornado cells left a path of 
destruction that included hundreds 
of dead and many more left homeless 
throughout a sweeping arc that 
extended from Mississippi all the 
way to Virginia. 

Alabama suffered the highest 
number of fatalities with 236, 
according to the National Weather 
Service , which also reported at 
press time that 340 people remained 
missing and 2,219 were injured. 
Tuscaloosa and other parts of Ala
bama bore the brunt of a massive 
tornado that formed before sunrise 
April 27. 

The Rt. Rev. Henry Parsley, Bishop 
of Alaban1a, brought relief supplies 
and pastoral care during a day-long 
visit to Tuscaloosa on May 2. During 
his visit, he delivered emergency 
relief funds to Christ Church, St. 
Mathias's, and Canterbury Chapel for 
use in meeting urgent needs of parish
ioners and members of the wider 
community affected by the storms. 

He participated in morning wor
ship services at Christ Church and 
evening services at Canterbury 
Chapel, the only diocesan facility 
known to have sustained damage 
from the storms, according to a 
report published on the diocese's 
website. 

Later in the day the bishop visited 
the Spontaneous Volunteer Coordi
nation center established in St. 
Mathias's parish hall. The center is 
being operated by Compassionate 
Coalition, a group of area faith
based organizations that have joined 
together to work with Tuscaloosa 
County Volunteer Organizations 
Active in Disaster , the Tuscaloosa 
County Emergency Management 
Agency, and the Red Cross to meet 
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One of the homes destroyed by a tornado in Tuscaloosa, Ala. Dave Drachlis photo 

needs countywide immediately after 
disasters. 

Parts of Alabama were also 
affected during a separate tornado 
cell on April 16. The St. Mathias's 
center has processed more than 
4,000 volunteers since the tornados, 
according to Betty Hust, a member 
of the St. Mathias's vestry and the 
Compassionate Coalition board of 
directors, who was quoted in the 
diocesan website report. 

The center is fielding volunteers 
in response to emergency needs 
articulated by the Tuscaloosa 
Mayor's Office and has fielded 
chainsaw crews, triage teams that 
go door to door checking on the 
needs of residents in damaged 
areas, and transport crews to 
deliver relief supplies to the field. 

Episcopal Relief & Development 
is supporting relief efforts in a num
ber of Episcopal dioceses in Ala
bama and other areas of the South 
and Southeast after the two sepa
rate storm systems caused cata
strophic damage and claimed nearly 
400 lives across eight states. Gifts 
to ERD can be designated for a spe
cific diocese, area or ministry. 

It appears that tornado damage 
to Episcopal Church buildings is rel
atively minor, but many thousands 
of people throughout the affected 
areas in eight states have been ren 
dered at least temporarily homeless. 
For others, it may be weeks before 
all public services, such as electric 
ity and water service , are restored. 

Many of the most severely affected 
(Continued on page 6) 



Are you just starting out on 
your vocational path? 
• Do you have a long-term financial plan? 

• Are you preparing now for life's challenges? 

• Need tips for dealing with stress? 

Are you within 5 years 
of retirement? 
• Can you actually afford to retire? 

• Does your financial plan need updating? 

• Need help preparing for new transitions 
and challenges? 

Wherever you are in life, come to a Planning For Tomorrow conference for tailored financial and life planning assistance 
specifically geared to you and your family. Whether it's saving for major expenses, dealing with debt, health and wellness 
issues, or planning for retirement, Church Pension Fund professionals can help you sort it all out. We offer concurrent 
Spouses/Partners Only workshops. And individual consultations are available. 

You can also call or visit us in New York for a personal consultation. 

And we invite you to visit www.cpg.org to learn how to save more for retirement, and what your options are for receiving 
your savings when you retire. 

Attend a Planning For Tomorrow conference soon in one of these dioceses: 

Long Island May 13-14 Florida September 30 - October 1 
Dallas June 1 O -11 Massachusetts October 28 - 29 
Virginia June 24-25 Maine November 4 - 5 
Los Angeles September 9 - 10 Europe November 18 - 19 
New Hampshire September 23 - 24 

For more information, contact Sean Scheller (sscheller@cpg.org, (800) 223-6602, x8357) or Stokes Liles 
(sliles@cpg.org, (800) 223-6602, x6278). And check us out at www.cpg.org/pft 

Wherever you are in life, Planning For Tomorrow conferences can help. 
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with FIBRE RUSH SEAT 
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R.GeissleQ Inc. 

2641 E. Greystone Ct. 
Eagle, ID 83616 

Phone: (800) 862-3159 
www.rgeissler.com 
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ST. WULFSTAN'S 
BOOKS 

Selling rare books of interest to Christ ians 
of the Anglican-Episcopal , Catho lic, and 
Reformed Traditions, and spreading the 
Gospel (and other good books) to others. 

Known for our extens ive inventory 
of liturgical texts (including the Book 
of Common Prayer) and a thorough 
collection of religious antiquarian 

volumes from incunabula to the present. 

Contact Charles Kester 
Phone: (479) 582-0249 

Email: cmkester@nwark.com 

We also encourage you to view 
a sampling of our offerings at: 

www.biblio.com/bookstore/ 
st•wulfstans-books-fayetteville 
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STORMS (from page 4) 

people are typically among the poor
est, particularly those who live in 
trailer parks, which typically suffer 
far more extensive damage than 
structures which include a pennanent 
foundation. A nun1ber of the home
less face the daunting prospect of 
replacing nearly all their possessions. 

In one illustration of the power 
behind some of the storms, some 
possessions, especially photographs 
and paper documents, have been 
recovered relatively intact hundreds 
of miles away. Enterprising internet 
users have created websites dedi
cated to helping people identify and 
reclaim these items. 

Despite the hard times, the Rt. 
Rev. Larry R. Benfield, Bishop of 
Arkansas , found solace that in the 
aftermath of the springtime disas
ters there was evidence of new 
growth and the promise of long
sought healing. 

"The amazing thing about this 
series of storms is that it has done 
much to bring churches together 
that historically have had little to do 
with one another," he wrote in an 
op-ed piece first published on the 
web by The Huffington Post. 

Bishop Benfield wrote that the 
response to segregation in the South 
left many churches at odds with one 
another when the civil rights move
ment began. Those feelings were 
very slow to heal , and other issu es 
have continued to cause division. 

"But the overwhelming violence 
of the stonns - and their lack of 
distinction between believer and 
non-beli ever - has served as a cat 
alyst that encourages people of dif
ferent faiths to work together," he 
wrote. "It will take a while before 
the harder theological questions are 
faced .. . . Church leaders will have 
time in the future for such thought
ful reflection. For right now, there is 
a more immediate respons e, one 
that emphasizes that people find 
shelter and food, and most impor 
tantly, an assurance that that they 
are loved. Area churches are doing 
their part to make it happ en." 

Although the tornado that struck 
on April 16 caused far fewer fatali
ties, the loss an1ong those affected 
was just as real. The Rt. Rev. Clifton 
Daniel III, Bishop of East Carolina, 
visited Bertie County on April 20 as 
part of a delegation of diocesan offi
cials which also includ ed the Rt. 
Rev. Santosh Marray, Bishop Assist
ing; the Rev. Canon Matthew 
Stockard, canon to the ordinary; the 
Very Rev. John Bonner , dean of the 
Albemarle Deanery ; and the Rev. 
Joseph Cooper, priest-in- charg e of 
St. Thomas in Windsor. 

"Lives have been destroyed in 
ways that seem unfathomabl e at 
times," a member of the group 
posted on the diocesan Facebook 
page after the visit. "Your prayers 
are coveted." 

Steve Waring 

Holy Women, Holy Men in PDF 
The Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music now offers a free 

PDF version of Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints 
(http:/ /bit.ly/HolyWomen-Men ). 

The 797-page document , proposed as a revision of Lesser Feasts and 
Fasts , is in trial use through the end of June. 

The SCLM welcomes comments on Holy Women, Holy Men at its 
we blog(http: //liturgyandmusic.wordpress .com), through an online survey 
(http://bit.ly/kRlGRo), and through email (sclm@episcopalchurch.org). 



Bishop Robert Anderson of Minnesota Dies at Age 77 
The Rt. Rev. Robert Marshall 

Anderson, Bishop of Minnesota 
from 1978 to 1993, died May 3 in 
Minneapolis after a long illness. He 
was 77. 

Bishop Anderson was among the 
founders of the House of Prayer, Col
legeville. After resigning as seventh 
Bishop of Minnesota, he was interim 
rector at Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Lake Forest, Ill., 1994-95, and then 
was an assisting bishop in the Dio
cese of Los Angeles, 1995-98. He 
returned to Church of the Holy Spirit 
as an associate rector, 1998-2000, 
and returned to Los Angeles as 
assisting bishop, 2001-08. 

Born in Staten Island, N. Y., in 
1933, he was a 1955 graduate of Col
gate University and a 1961 graduate 
of Berkeley Divinity School at Yale. 

He served in the military between 
college and seminary, during the 

Korean War. He was 

son; three daughters, Martha Ander
son, Elizabeth Kempe, and Cather
ine Gregg; a son, Thomas Robert 
Anderson; and eight grandchildren. 

Anderson 

ordained deacon in 
1961 and priest in 
1962. 

After completing 
seminary he served 
several churches in 
Connecticut: curate of 
St. John's Church, 

Four Nominees 
in Alabama Search 

Stamford, 1961-63; vicar, St. John's, E. 
Hampton, 1963-67; priest-in-charge, 
Christ Church, Middle Haddam, 1966-
67, and its rector, 1967-68; and asso
ciate, St. John's, Stamford, 1968-72. 

The Diocese of Alabama has nom
inated four people, including its 
bishop suffragan, in the search for 
its 11th bishop. 

The diocese's search committee 
asked the nominees five sets of 
questions that addressed such top
ics as vision for ministry, spiritual 
disciplines, church growth, and han
dling conflict. The questions about 
conflict and unity became, for some 

He was dean of St. Mark's Cathe
dral, Salt Lake City, 1972-78, and was 
elected bishop in Minnesota in 1978. 

He is survived by his wife of 50 
years, Mary Artemis Evans Ander- (Continued on next page) 
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~ istory of excellence 

in retirement living. 

For more than 30 years, Good Samaritan Society

Kissimmee Village has offered housing and supportive 

services to seniors of all faiths and beliefs. A vibrant, 

gated 55+ golf community in Central Florida, we offer 

many housing options, including furnished and seasonal 

apartments. To learn more about our community or our 

seasonal guest housing, call 1-800-859-1550 or visit 

www.good-sam.com/kissimmee. 

Gr 
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ALABAMA NOMINEES (from previous page) 

nominees, shorthand for church 
debates about sexuality. 

The nominees are: 
• The Rev. Kenneth L. Chumbley, 

57, rector, Christ Church, Springfield, 
Missouri. "The strife in the Episcopal 
Church and Anglican Communion 
over human sexuality has challenged 
the church, including my parish," he 
wrote . "But we have handled the 
issue well. As the rector, I have 
sought calmly and objectively to 
inform people about the issues and 
how Scripture, reason, and tradition 
treat human sexuality. I have also 
sought to be an example of warmth 
and compassion to all people, regard
less of sexual orientations." 

• The Rev. Clare Fischer-Davies, 
55, rector, St. Martin's Church, Prov
idence, Rhode Island. "Congrega
tions that say they have no conflict 
remind me of couples who say they 
never fight ," Fischer-Davies wrote. 
"Subterranean conflict can be far 
more damaging than open warfare. 
In my experience, often the most 
trouble making members of congre
gations talk about how much they 
hate conflict." 

• The Rt. Rev. John McKee Sloan, 
55, Bishop Suffragan of Alabama. 
"The way this part of our Lord's 

Church is set up is that the will of 
God is not delivered from on high 
through the hierarchy, or reduced 
to a book, even a very Good Book -
we work out the will of God 
together, learning from each other , 
teaching each other, trusting the 
Spirit of God at work in Scripture, 
Tradition and Reason," Sloan wrote. 
"I think the form of a conversation is 
very often more important than the 
content of the conversation. It is the 
love of God in Jesus Christ that 
brings and keeps us together, and I 
believe the way our Lord's followers 
interact should reflect that love." 

• The Rev. William C. Treadwell 
III, 50, rector, St. Paul's Church, 
Waco, Texas. "To quote a friend of 
mine, 'As a son of the south I tend to 
round the edges of things.' Honestly, 
I find that very often this is a posi
tive character trait and helps with 
the ministry of reconciliation," 
Treadwell wrote. "I had the great 
blessing of growing up in a house 
with a father whose ministry was 
largely committed to working with 
churches struggling with conflict. 
Therefore the language of conflict 
resolution is my native tongue." 

The diocese set May 6 as the dead
line for nominees by petition. The 
election is scheduled for July 16. 

Besieged Nigerian Christians Need Help 
The team leader at the Center for 

Gospel Health and Development in 
Jos, Nigeria, has warned that blan
kets, mattresses and medical care 
are urgently needed for victims of 
post-election violence in Jos. 

The Ven. Noel Bewarang, a steer
ing group member of the Anglican 
Communion's Anglican Alliance, 
undertook a needs assessment on 
Easter Monday at the camps for 
internally displaced people at Jos 
East local government area. He 
found about 3,000 people, mostly 
Christians, who had been attacked 
in Toro, Tilden Fulani and Maga-

man Gumau in Bauchi state. 
Risking his own safety to survey 

the affected communities, he saw 
homes destroyed by fire and spoke 
to some of the people affected by 
the post-election violence. 

Post-election violence in Jos 
erupted on April 18, as the results of 
the presidential elections begin to 
indicate that President Goodluck 
Jonathan was ahead on the polls. 
The BBC has reported that Bauchi 
and Kaduna suffered the worst of 
post-election violence, in which 
approximately 500 people died. 

Anglican Communion News Service 

Creative Commons photo 

Stately Words for 
a Modern Couple 

Wedding couples, even royal cou
ples, at times compose their own 
wedding prayers. In the British tra
dition of royal weddings, however, 
it seems that Prince William and 
Catherine Middleton are the first to 
do so: 

"God our Father, we thank you for 
our families; for the love that we 
share and for the joy of our mar
riage. In the busyness of each day 
keep our eyes fixed on what is real 
and important in life and help us to 
be generous with our time and love 
and energy. Strengthened by our 
union, help us to serve and comfort 
those who suffer. We ask this in the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ. Amen." 

The prayer helps sum up the 
prince and his bride, a Facebook
generation couple described by 
Archbishop Rowan Williams as 
"deeply unpretentious people" who 
steered away from an "all-singing, 
all-dancing extravaganza." 

They "wanted something simple 
and clear and also wanted some
thing with tradition, roots and asso
ciations," he added. 

This wedding was in its essentials 
the same as anyone might expect in 
any country parish church, 
enhanced by Westminster Abbey's 
exquisite acoustics and its musical 
resources. The couple chose the 
1966 Series One liturgy , which 
closely resembles the 1662 Book of 



Common Prayer Liturgy, and a pro
posed Book of Common Prayer revi
sion in 1928, though the bride did 
not undertake to "obey." 

The bride made her entrance to 
the magnificent tones of Hubert 
Parry's "I Was Glad" (based on 
Psalm 112). Most of the musi c drew 
from classical favorites by Elgar, 
Britten and Vaughan Williams. 

The sole contemporary piece was 
an anthem, a setting for Psalm 118 
("This is the day that the Lord has 
made"), by the London-born John 
Rutter. The work, commissioned by 
the Dean of Westminster, blended 
plain harmony and directness. 

Two of the hynms, "Love Divine, 
All Loves Excelling" (Blaenwern), 
and "Guide Me, 0 Thou Great 
Redeemer ," had Welsh strains. There 
was a quintessential English flavor
ing with playing of the traditional 

melody Greensleeves and the final 
hymn, "Jerusalem," words by William 
Blake, which includes sentiments 
that don't necessarily win acclaim by 
clergy of the Church of England. 

The Scripture reading by the 
brother of the bride was a selection 
from Romans 12, using the New 
Revised Standard Version . It 
sounded a direct and personal note, 
urging the couple to "live in har
mony with one another: do not be 
haughty, but associate with the 
lowly" and to "love one another with 
mutual affection ." 

The sermon by the Bishop of Lon
don, the Rt. Rev. Richard Chartres, 
blended spiritual and homespun 
wisdom: "In a sense every wedding 
is a royal wedding with the bride 
and the groom as king and queen of 
creation, making a new life together 
so that life can flow through them 

into the future. William and Cather 
ine, you have chosen to be married 
in the sight of a generous God who 
so loved the world that he gave him
self to us in the person of Jesus 
Christ." 

He added: "Marriage should trans
fom1, as husband and wife make one 
another their work of art. It is pos
sible to transform as long as we do 
not harbor ambitions to reform our 
partner." 

London awoke to a gray morning 
but to everyone's relief rain held off 
and the sun appeared just as the 
coach of the royal newlyw eds 
approached the entrance to Buck
ingham Palace . About an hour lat er 
expectant crowds were treated to 
the spectacle of a royal kiss as the 
couple appeared on the balcony. 

The event was surprisingly free of 
(Continued on page 27) 

Are you already retired? 
• How long will your savings last? 

• Need information about work, marriage, or housing in retirement? 

• Want tips for staying healthy, and information about your choices 
under Medicare? 

Come to an Enriching Your Retirement conference, held in conjunction with 
Planning For Tomorrow conferences. Financial and life planning strategies, 
information, and resources are specially tailored for retired clergy and surviving 
spouses. Spouses/Surviving Spouses/Partners Only workshops are held concurrently. 

We also invite you to visit www.cpg.org to learn how you can receive income for life. 

Attend an Enriching Your Retirement conference in one of these dioceses: 
Long Island May 13 -14 Florida September 30 - October 1 
Dallas June 10 -11 Massachusetts October 28 - 29 
Virginia June 24- 25 Maine November 4 - 5 
Los Angeles September 9 - 1 O Europe November 18 - 19 
New Hampshire September 23 - 24 

For more information, contact Sean Scheller (sscheller@cpg.org, (800) 223-6602, x8357) or Stokes Liles (sliles@cpg.org, 
(800) 223-6602, x6278). And check us out at www.cpg.org/pft 

If you're retired, Enriching Your Retirement conferences can help. 
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Patricia Christensen and Michael Macdonald of the Church Pension Fund explain the implementation of the laity pension plan. 

Church Pension Group Providing Laity Benefits 
A new church law will require 

pension benefits for all lay employ
ees being compensated for at least 
1,000 hours of work per year 
(slightly less than 20 hours per 
week). The Church Pension Group 
is working to inform employers of 
these new requirements. 

Resolution A138, approved by the 
76th General Convention in 2009, 
requir ed all congregations and most 
church-affiliated institutions to be 
in compliance by Jan . 1, 2013, and it 
named the Church Pension Group 
as the administrator. To help parish 
leadership and administrators make 
an informed decision, the Church 
Pension Group has published exten
sive information on its website 
(www.cpg.org). The information 
includes a cost calculator for the 
newly required program. 

Most employers are relieved when 
the numbers are explained in terms 
of per pledging unit per month, said 
Micha el Macdonald , the Church 
Pension Fund's vice president of lay 
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pension system implementation. He 
said , for example, that a congrega
tion with 1 75 pledging units and two 
eligible lay employees would expe 
rienc e a monthly cost increase of 
$2.50 per pledging unit if no previ
ous lay pension plan exist ed . 

Congregations with average Sun
day attendance of less than 75 per
sons are unlikely to have paid lay 
employees who qualify and there
fore will not be affected by the new 
church law, he added. The Church 
Pension Fund was created in 1914 to 
provide for retired clergy. 

Much more detailed information 
is available through the Church Pen
sion Group, but in basic terms, the 
resolution permits employers to 
choose betwe en a defin ed benefit 
pension plan, which pays out an 
amount based on formula beginning 
at retirement, or a defined contri 
bution pension plan under which 
the employer agrees to contribute a 
specific percentage of the lay 
employee's base annual compensa-

tion. Under the defined benefit plan, 
emp loyers are required to con
tribute 9 percent of the employee's 
compensation. 

Under the defined contribution 
plan the employer must contribute 
at least 5 percent . An emp loyee 
may make contributions and the 
emp loyer must match those up to 
an additional 4 percent. 

Unlike a defined benefit plan 
which guarantees a specific benefit 
based on a formula, upon retire
ment in a defined contribution plan 
the lay employee receives what has 
accumulated in the employee's 
account. Most employers choose 
the defined contribution pension 
plan for lay employees who are 
paid for at leas t 20 hours of work 
per week, Macdonald said. 

Already there are 11,000 lay par
ticipants enrolled and in a typical 
year about 1,000 new employees 
enroll, said Patricia Christensen, 
assistant vice president of lay pen
sion plans for the Church Pension 



Fund. She said there has been a 
surge of interest as the deadline for 
the new law draws closer. 

As an inducement to enroll early, 
the Church Pension Group does not 
require employers to begin making 
contributions to the lay defined con
tribution plan until January 2013. 

Macdonald said the offer to delay 
payments was a practical way of 
"living into the spirit of the resolu
tion." 

Pilot Programs 

Macdonald and Christensen held 
pilot programs in the dioceses of Ala
bama , Delaware and New Jersey 
between January and March. Mac
donald said pension group officials 
estimate that 40 percent of eligible 
employers within the three dioceses 
attended at least one presentation. 

After making a few changes, the 
Church Pension Group has now 

broadened the rollout to dioceses in 
Province I and Province II, both in 
the northeast United States. The 
rollout includes personal appear
ances at various gatherings, interac
tive programs broadcast at specific 
times over the web, video seminars 
on demand and written material. 

"One of the most important les
sons we learned [ during the pilot 
run in the three dioceses] was to 
include a brief questionnaire to 
determine who has eligible employ
ees and to obtain accurate contact 
information for the decision-mak
ers," Christensen said. 

"Having the first communication 
come from the bishop is also help
ful," Macdonald said, adding that 
parish leadership does not have to 
wait to be contacted in order to 
enroll. Congregational leaders are 
also encouraged to participate in 
informational sessions. 

Immanuel Church on the Green 
in New Castle, Del., already offered 
a pension plan for its lay staff and 
had budgeted for the cost of offering 
a plan through the Church Pension 
Group in 2011, said the Rev. John 
Stonesifer, interim rector . 

A four-member personnel com
mittee studied the issue and made a 
recommendation to the vestry at 
Immanuel. Barry Hutton, chairman 
of the personnel committee, said 
although he did not attend any of 
the diocesan-sponsored gatherings, 
he found the information on the 
Church Pension Group website to 
be helpful and the pension group 
staff responsive to email and tele
phone calls he initiated. 

Before the pilot program in the 
three dioceses, members of the 
Church Pension Group began iden
tifying and seeking contact with 

(Continued on page 27) 

EC F provides the tools congregat ions need to succeed. 

For leadership or development resources, call 800-697-2858 

or visit www.EpiscopalFoundation.org. 
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Church 
Investment 
Group 
Offers Benefits of SCALE 

By G. Jeffrey MacDonald 

For years, Episcopalians have eyed the market-beating returns 
of large nonprofit endowments and asked a seemingly simple 
question: Why can't our parishes, schools and dioceses do just 
as well with their investments? 

This year, a group of seasoned investment professionals is 
offering a fresh answer to that nagging question. Founders of the 
newly formed Church Investment Group (CIG) say small endow
ments can indeed boost investment performance - and in turn 
generate much-needed funds for ministry - by coming together 
for the first time under one umbrella and realizing the benefits of 
scale. 

"It will allow all participants to have the same advantages in the 
marketplace that accrue to billion-dollar endowments, " said 
Susan Vick , chief development officer for CIG. 

CIG builds on the premise that the largest endowments have 
outperformed over time because size matters. Having more than 
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$1 billion under management opens doors to poten
tially lucrative opportunities that are off-limits to 
small players. Big endowments, such as the $8 billion 
that the Church Pension Group (CPG) invests in 
part to fund clergy retirements, have access to lead
ing money managers and invitation -only, private 
equity investments that aren't accessible to endow
ments worth less than $25 million . 

Such factors help explain why the CPG's Church 
Pension Fund has handily beaten its benchmarks, 
even in the darkest days of the financial crisis. In 
March 2009, when the Dow Jones Industrial Average 
bottomed out at 6547, the Church Pension Fund was 
still reporting an impressive 8.3 percent 

money to get the project started . Vick said 11 other 
dioceses are in discernment about possibly pledging 
seed money to CIG. 

"Almost everybody says, 'We want to be part of 
that,"' Pitts said. "But this isn't going to be for every
body .... We're not going to be able to take money for 
the short run. So if people say, 'I've got $2 million, and 
I'm going to need $500,000 of it back next year,' then 
you'll need to keep it in something else. But if you say, 
'I've got $20 million, and I can put $10 million [with 
CIG] and leave it here for five years,' that's what we 
want. And that's where we can help them." 

One reason for the strong response, Pitts suggested, 
is that institutions hard-hit by 

return over the preceding 10 years. Mean
while, its benchmark indices for equities and 
fixed income were up just .2 percent over the 
same pe1iod. 

To date, most Episcopal-affiliated institu
tions have had to work within stricter limita
tions than, say, the Church Pension Fund or 
Yale University's $17 billion endowment. By 
one estimate, Vick said, more than 200 Epis
copal organizations have endowments worth 
a sum total of perhaps $6.5 billion. Yet 

CPG's Church 
Pension Fund 
has handily 
beaten its 
benchmarks, 
even in the 
darkest days 
of the financial 

collapsing markets in 2008 and 
2009 have renewed their appre
ciation for how markets can 
fluctuate - sometimes dramat
ically. They're eager to explore 
how scale-based advantages 
and alternative asset classes 
can play an important, stabiliz
ing role in their portfolios. 

because they invest independently, many CrlSIS. 
have been hard -pressed to do more than 

"When everything's been 
going OK for a while, it's easy to 
forget that everything that goes 
up comes down," Pitts said. "It's 

reflect market norms - for better or worse - in 
their returns. 

CIG aims to shake up this status quo by creating a 
new investing platform and making it accessible to all 
Episcopal-affiliated institutions as soon as late 2011 or 
early 2012. As a nonprofit enterprise, CIG will aggre
gate assets in such a way as to provide even the small
est of endowments with access to specialized asset 
classes, such as commercial real estate and private 
equity. CIG is not an arm of the Episcopal Church, and 
therefore does not answer to General Convention . 
Organizers hope the platform will attract more than 
$1 billion in assets under management. 

So far, interest in the CIG project has been "just 
incredible," according to David Pitts, chair of CIG's 
board of directors and former chairman of the CPG's 
board ( and a member of The Living Church Founda
tion). As of press time, nine dioceses representing var
ious regions and levels of wealth had pledged seed 

been down there for a while. People are sensitive to 
that, and that's probably been a catalyst for this" 
strong interest in CIG. 

At institutions that depend on endowment income, 
maximizing investment returns is a familiar goal -
one that's become especially important amid a grad
ual economic recovery. At most of the 1,100 Episco
pal schools, for instance, tuition income covers only 
50 to 60 percent of expenses, according to the Rev. 
Daniel R. Heischman, executive director of the 
National Association of Episcopal Schools. The rest 
comes from other sources, and endowment income 
is often a key part of the mix. 

"With a tight economy, schools have not been able 
to raise tuitions at a level that they have in the past," 
Heischman said. "Because the rate of tuition 
increases is not keeping up with the cost of doing 
business as a school, that makes the other 40 or 50 

(Continued on next page) 
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Benefits of SCALE 

(Continued from previous page) 

percent of income sources all the more important ." 
Pioneers of the CIG bring a wealth of church

related and professional experience. Board mem
bers include Allen Barnett, chief of finance and oper
ations for the Diocese of New York; Arny Domini, 
CEO of Domini Social Investments ; and the Rt. Rev. 
J . Neil Alexander, Bishop of Atlanta, who will serve 
as CIG's vice chair. 

Founding dioces es that have pledged seed money 
for CIG include some with substantial assets, includ
ing New York, Massachusetts, Texas and Long 
Island, as well as others with smaller holdings. Enti
ties with the most to gain might be those that have 
relatively small endowments and know firsthand 
the perennial challenges that come with being small. 
But organizations of every size stand to benefit by 
teaming up, Vick said. 

"At every level of the church's life - parishes, 
schools , social service agencies, global outreach, 
medical missions - you name it - none of it hap
pens without dollars," Bishop Alexander said by 
email. "There is no area of the church's partnership 
in God's mission that couldn't be doing more if it had 
the resources. Most of that , of course, is going to 
come from the pockets of our faithful people each 
and every Sunday. But strategic investing and 
money management is another tool we have to 
strengthen the funding of our part in God's mis
sion." 

Indeed, the list of founding dioceses includes 
smaller players with high hopes for CIG. The Dio
cese of El Camino Real, for instance, consists of 48 
parishes with collective, investable endowment 
assets of about $2 million . After three months of 
study, the diocese's board of trustees and finance 
committee voted to support the CIG concept and 
contribute seed money as a loan. 

"Being together [in CIG] would bring greater col
lective financial expertise to enhance better stew
ardship of our funds," Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves 
and the Rev. Canon Brian N ordwick said by email. 
"We believe it is a good opportunity to invest in our 
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future ministry, alongside the wider church with 
whom we share a common life and ministry." 

Some leaders of relatively small institutions say 
they're interested to learn more about what might be 
possible through CIG. Tom Moore, executive direc
tor of the Society for the Increase of the Ministry, 
says the organization depends primarily on invest
ment proceeds from its $4 million endowment to 
generate funds for 86 seminarians . On average, each 
student receives about $3,000 per year from SIM. 
That does not come anywhere close to covering stu
dents' bills, Moore said , but that's all that the organ
ization can afford to do at this point, he added. 

In investing, SIM employs a portfolio manager 
who charges a fee to plug SIM's assets into actively 
managed mutual funds. Moore said SIM has been 
pleased with its manager 's performance. But , he 
added, higher returns would allow SIM to issue 
larg er grants, and consequently help seminarians 
avoid taking on burdensome levels of debt. 

"Probably if [ small endowments] were aggregated, 
we could get a lower management fee," Moore said. 
"More investments would be open to us - mor e 
investment possibilities - as would mor e invest
ment help." 

CIG aims to build on a tradition of forward-look
ing initiatives to finance Episcopal ministries. Chief 
among role models is the 97-year-old Church Pen
sion Fund. It grew assets by boldly investing in com
mon stock during the Great Depression. In 1992, the 
fund again defied prevailing norms by expanding its 
range ofinvestable asset classes to include notjust 
stocks and bonds but also private equity and real 
estate. The result was a whopping 65 percent annu
alized internal rate of return on private equity hold
ings from 1992 through September 2006. 

Today, Vick said, institutions affiliated with the 
Episcopal Church have an opportunity once again to 
be on the front edge of a significant trend. She noted 
how other entities, such as the Catholic Sisters of 
Mercy and several community foundations, have 
taken steps in recent years to aggregate endowments. 
Such steps have become important in an investing 



environment where good informa
tion is not always enough to produce 
consistently superior returns. 

Procedures for investing through 
CIG are still being developed, as are 
structures for honoring particular 
concerns of socially responsible 
investors. However the mechanics 
might ultimately shake out, Vick said, 
participating organizations can 
expect benefits beyond those appear
ing on quarterly statements. For 
example: small- and mid-sized 
parishes might be able to attract 
major gifts when would-be donors 
see that top money managers will 
oversee significant assets. 

There's also the intangible benefit 
of knowing, in a time of theological 
and political tensions, that Episco
pal institutions of all stripes are 
investing through one common vehi
cle to advance mission priorities. 

"We think there is a healing effect 
in this," Vick said. "Living in finan
cial commonality, we believe, will 
deepen bonds among our institu
tions ... . The investment group also 
has an element of potential for ecu
menical outreach. We could envi
sion opening the platform to our full 
communion partners [in other 
denominations]. These less material, 
more mission-driven pieces are also 
very important." 

G. Jeffrey MacDonald (gjeffreymac
donald .com) reports on religion for 
various national news outlets and is 
author of Thieves in the Temple: The 
Christian Church and the Selling of 
the American Soul (Basic Books, 
2010). 

-.11 r J 1 , •• 

Gifts of God ~ 
by Patric ia Swift g 
Gifts of God introduces Jesus Christ to I ~if ts 
the student through The Holy Bible. The f 
text presents a brief history of the Epis- 0 
copal Church and its Book of Common A:.:t b 
Prayer. This booklet looks at the sacra- \!t5' 0 
ments and considers life. 

All of this is done in a friendly eight week course that encourages 
as it prepares the learner for confirmation or reaffirmation. 

Soft cover, 75 Pages 

$12.00 (plus shipping & handling) 

Now available through Trafford Publishing 

www.trafford .com or Toll-Free 1-888-232-4444 

• Britairf __ , 
'f <TIA're, j,,,...11ii:e.o. 

Anglican 
Heritage 

Tour 
London, Canterbury, 

Salsbury, Bristol, York, 
Nottingham, & more! 

!lla!iW-•-~ Journeys 
Untim· 

.. , 

May 22, 2011 • THE LIVING CHURCH 15 



BOOKS 

Living Well and Dying Faithfully 
Christian Practices for End-of-Life Care 

It is not primarily about "dying well" but 
about "living well" and, as a result of 
such living, "dying faithfully." Although 

Edited by John Swinton and Richard Payne. Eerdmans . Pp. 287. $25, paper. 
ISBN 978-0-8028-6339-3 

its subtitle refers to "end-of-life care," a 
central theme running throughout is that 
it is in and through our everyday lives , 
particularly but not only in response to 
periods of both sickness and health , that 

Review by Andrew Goddard 

Benjamin Franklin famously wrote in 1789 that "in 
this world nothing can be said to be certain, except 
death and taxes." Esther E. Acolatse, author of this 
volume's final chapter, makes the same point with 
the memorable phrase "like the cleaning woman, 
we all come to dust" (p. 250). Yet despite this cer
tainty, death is one of the taboos of contemporary 
Western society. Even in churches we engage 
directly with the reality of death surprisingly rarely. 
Clergy, despite ministry to the dying and bereaved 
being a significant part of their calling, are generally 
cautious about raising the subject in 
other contexts. 

This reticence, even fear, about 
speaking of death may be changing as 
the public sphere has to consider 
whether to authorize assisted suicide 
and euthanasia. Certainly that debate 
has led to increased Christian writing 
about ethics at the end of life and 
shown we need to go beyond ques
tions of rights to explore competing 
understandings of death and our 
approach to it. 

What is, however, distinctive and 
exciting about this volume - a col
lection of essays in practical theol
ogy which is the fruit of an interdisciplinary confer
ence of experts - is that although it offers many 
resources for that important debate this is not its pri
mary goal. It does not approach death in terms of the 
agenda set by what Pope John Paul II called our 
"culture of death" or simply in response to the chal
lenges raised by our technological quest to over
come suffering and death. 

It is shaped and guided instead by the beliefs, tra
ditions and practices of the Church, many of which 
we rarely connect to death and dying. By so doing it 
succeeds in providing what the editors, in their con
clusion , describe as "alternative and complemen
tary images that will re-fund the imagination of 
Christian caregivers in ways that are liberating, 
transformative, and healing" (p. 273). 

The book 's title captures many of its key features. 
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we are prepared to give, receive and live by Christian 
practices of care at life's end. In particular, Christians 
need to recognize that "end-of-life care thus begins 
in the day-to-day life of the Christian community" (p. 
xxiv). 

The first three chapters therefore focus on "prac
tices of living to die well." Here we are reminded of 
the need to practice the presence of God and so be 
spiritually formed to love God, self and others (Swin
ton) , to learn Christian practices that enable us to 
embrace both lament and hope in the face of God's 
judgment and mercy (Amy Plantinga Pauw), and to 
develop in all of life relational practices of care -

such as remembering and accompany
ing - where love is our aim (Karen D. 
Scheib). 

The book's central section turns to 
specific "practices of faithful suffer
ing," with four chapters rich in theo
logical insight, powerful stories and 
practical lessons, the relevance of 
which extend far beyond death and 
dying. M. Therese Lysaught reflects on 
the faithful witness of Chicago's 
Joseph Cardinal Bernardin to explore 
how the sacraments and kenotic cari 
tas enable us to suffer in communion 
with Christ. She shows that the key 
question is not the role of sacraments 

in end-of-life care but how the sacraments shape us 
now, daily, so as to transform our approach to the 
end of life. 

The chapters that follow -Allen Verhey on prayer 
and Swinton on lament - provide a wealth of mat e
rial that will nourish any Christian and provide 
resources for pastors and care providers. The sec
tion ends with Tonya Armstrong focusing on prac
tices of compassion such as hospitality, presence 
and listening , with a particular application to the 
experience of dying children. 

The concluding five chapters focus on practices of 
healing and hope. They offer further reflections on 
compassion (Christina M. Puchalski), the respec
tive roles of clergy and medics in end-of-life care 
(Abigail Rian Evans) and, drawing on case studies 
and models of spiritual assessment, the role of hope 



This volume is distinctive 
in that it addresses 
a crucial and often 
ignored area by bringing 
together a breadth of writers 
from different Christian 
denominations and traditions 
and different areas 
of expertise while also 
having a good 
gender balance. 

and its relation to such issues as truth-telling in the 
context of terminal illness (Richard Payne). 

In the essay most directly relevant to wider 
debates about euthanasia, Daniel P. Sulmasy offers 
a rich philosophical and theological reflection on 
human dignity in which he describes us as "more 
than sparrows , less than the angels" and explores 
what we therefore mean by death with dignity. The 
practical meaning of such dignity is then spelled out 
as Acolatse wrestles with the constant tension that 
human individuals and cultures face between 
embracing and resisting death. 

In any multi-author volume certain chapters will 
inevitably interest some readers more than others. 
This volume is distinctive in that it addresses a cru
cial and often ignored area by bringing together a 
breadth of writers from different Christian denomi
nations and traditions and different areas of expert
ise while also having a good gender balance (seven 
women and five men). They offer a coherent 
approach through consistently high-quality theolog
ical reflections which combine intellectual insight 
with practical challenges and resources. They equip 
and encourage us not to keep silent but to share the 
good news - by word and practices - that we have 
to offer to a world where , in the words of the Book 
of Common Prayer, "in the midst of life we are in 
death ." 

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Goddard (andr ewgod
dard.squarespace .com) has taught at Trinity Col
lege, Bristol and Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. 

The Vatican 
Secrets and Treasures of the Holy City 
By Michael Collins. DK. Pp. 320. $35. 
ISBN 978-0- 7566-3633-3 

In 1991 the National Geographic Society pro
duced a handsome volume, Inside the Vatican, 
which has enjoyed a well-deserved popularity over 
the years. Full of stunning photographs, the focus 
of the book was the life of the Vatican that sur
rounded the late, and now beatified, Pope John 
Paul II. It served its purpose as a unique and reli
able insight into a world that remains a foreign 
and exotic place even to most Roman Catholics. 

With the passing of time and with the accession 
of Pope Benedict XVI, there has been room for a 
new popular look at the Vatican, and Michel Collins 
has supplied us with it. The photographs here are 

even lovelier than those 
in the older volume, 
and since Collins is a 
priest rather than a 
journalist, he has acer
tain edge in describing 
the workings of a place 
that can still baffle 
expert vaticanistas. 

However, one must 
beware the subtitle: the 
"secrets" referred to 
here are not salacious 

gossip or scandal, but the inevitable privacy and 
reticence that surround any court. Collins gives 
us a brief view of "a day in the life" of Pope Bene
dict XVI and a nwnber of other Vatican officials and 
employees. 

But there is only so much that one will ever know 
about the intimate life of leaders, especially those 
who are often in the public eye. At then end of the day, 
the Vatican - and indeed the pope himself - exist 
for the life of the wider Church. Whatever judge
ments one may make of the effectiveness of the Vat
ican in this regard, all those who live and work there 
know that, even in such ancient institutions, individ
uals come and go; the mission endures. As the 
Romans themselves , who have a remarkably laid
back view of the papacy, like to say , "One pop e dies , 
we elect another." 

(The Very Rev.) Peter Eaton 
Saint John's Cathedral 

Denver, Colorado 
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Psychoanalyze Thi 
By Retta Blaney 

Sigmund Freud waits excitedly in his book-lined London office, eager for his visitor to arriv, 
He's geared up for a different kind of analysis today, the chance to tear to shreds the faith of h 
guest, an on-the-rise Oxford professor named C.S. Lewis. But the atheist father of psychoanalys 
soon learns the Christian convert can hold his own just fine in their fast-paced debates about t 
existence of God, the joy of love, the purpose of sex and the meaning of life. 

Did these two influential thinkers of the 20th century ever really meet? Probably not, says Mar 
St. Germain, the man who has brought them together now in Freud's Last Session, an Off-Broac 
way hit that has become the longest-running play of the season. This success follows its worl 
premiere in June 2009 at Massachusetts's Barrington Stage Company, where it was extende 
twice and brought back by popular demand for two subsequent encore engagements. It halo 
the record as the longest-running play in Barrington Stage's history. 

"People said, 'It's not a good idea. Who's going to see it?"' St. Germain said. The 56-year-old playwright, dresse 
in jeans, a navy shirt and gray tweed sports jacket, has come to his producer's Times Square office on a sunr 
spring afternoon to discuss the play that has turned conventional theatre wisdom on its head. 

"Producers said it will never run a day in New York: 'A play that involves God and is a serious play? The pre~ 
will kill you."' 

Naysayers were wrong on that one. Reviews have been good and audiences are spreading the news. One pc 
found that 80 percent came because of word-of-mouth. Still, the show's producers aren't taking any chances, ru, 
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Mark H. Dold as C.S. Lewis and Martin Rayner as Sigmund Freud in Freud 's Last Session . 
Kevin Sprague phot.o 

ning catchy newspaper ads like "Woody Allen had a ses
sion with Freud" and others that name Barbara Walters and 
Alec Baldw in. 

The playwright in St. Germain saw the possibility for a 
juicy new play while reading Harvard professor Armand M. 
Nicholi Jr.'s best-selling book The Question of God: C.S. 
Lewis and Sigmund Freud Debate God, Love, Sex, and the 
Meaning of Life, which mentioned that a young Oxford pro
fessor visited Freud at the start of World War II after Freud 
had settled in London to escape the Nazis. St. Germain 's 
creative speculation that it could have been Lewis makes 
for dramatic and witty enterta inment. 

"I knew right away that it had to be a play," he said. "The 
two of them were such extreme opposites. It was a fun 
thing to do dramatically. " 

He secured permission from Nicholi and went to work. 
" I thought it wouldn 't be that tough to 

the doctor 's desk , Lewis asks, "What do you call a man 
whose desk is dominated by gods and goddesses?" Freud 
quickly replies, "A collector.' ' 

It is that kind of fast-paced exchange and St. Germain's 
balanced theological arguments that keep the play from 
falling into preachiness or dogmatism . 

"I did a lot of whittling down to get the delicate balance," 
he says. " I was trying to present ideas in a way that was 
theatrical and not didactic ." 

St. Germain is used to finding that balance. Besides sev
eral straight plays, he's also co-written musicals and has 
solid TV credits, including that of writer and creative con
sultant for The Cosby Show. He directed and co-produced 
the documentary My Dog: An Unconditional Love Story, 
featuring Richard Gere, Glenn Close, Isaac Mizrahi, Edward 
Albee and many others, and wrote the children 's book 

Three Cups. His newest play, The Best of Ene
research," he said, but found that while he 
could distingu ish the two men's philoso
phies easily enough , getting to the heart of 
them as people was going to take time . He 
spent two years reading biograph ies, then 
wrote the 75-minute , two -character play in 
three months. 

St. Germain says he's surp rised "in a 
way" by the show 's reception , although he 
did sense its possibilities when, in its devel
opmental stage, readings began drawing 

"It's usually 
an event or 
a crisis that 
makes you 
examine 

mies, is about the friendship between black 
activ ist Ann Atwater and ex-Klansman C.P 
Ellis. It will premiere at the Barrington Stage 
Company in July. 

The opening of the new play will keep St. 
Germain from attending the Lewis lnstitute 's 
reading of Freud's Last Session this summer at 
Oxford University. But he'll have other oppor
tunities to see his little-engine-that-could play 
in other locales as touring companies launch 
productions in Los Angeles , Chicago , Pitts

your beliefs:' 

packed houses. Then and in its early performances the 
playwright paid careful attention to audience reactions and 
then expanded or condensed the arguments in his rewrites. 

"I didn't want to create icons ," he said. "You're dealing 
with two geniuses, so the level of conversation is elegant, 
but they must be human. We have to get to know them as 
people ." 

Still, a discussion of religion could really bomb theatrically 
without the right ingredients . St. Germain has that in his 
actors , both of whom have been with the show from the 
beginning - Mark H. Dold as Lewis and Mart in Rayner as 
Freud - and in director Tyler Marchant. Brian Prather's out
standing set creates the atmosphere - Freud's book- and 
artifact-filled London study, with its dark furniture, Victorian 
lamps, Oriental rugs and, oh, yes, that infamous therapeutic 
couch . 

Freud 's Last Session is set on Sept. 3, 1939, the day 
England entered the war against Germany. Freud, dying of 
oral cancer, would have been 83 and Lewis 41. (Freud died 
of doctor-assisted suicide less than three weeks later.) The 
two men interrupt their discussions frequently to listen to 
(authentic) BBC reports on Hitler's aggression in Poland, 
which certainly give credence to Freud's claim that the 
notion of a loving God is "an insidious lie." 

But Lewis holds his own, and even turns the psychiatric 
table on Freud. Pointing to the assortment of figurines on 

burgh , Mexico City and Rio. And the Off-Broadway run 
continues at the Marjorie S. Deane Little Theater. St. Ger
main thinks it's filling an unmet need. 

" It's unlike anything in New York," he says. "People like 
to be challenged to think about their beliefs. It's not some
thing they do everyday. It's usually an event or a crisis that 
makes you examine your beliefs." 

Asked why Lewis 's work has remained popular while 
Freud's has fallen out of favor, St. Germain pauses before 
answering. He thinks many people first discover Lewis 
through the Chronicles of Narnia and are then compelled 
to search out more of his work. 

"I never felt Lewis was didact ic," he says. "It always 
seemed like he's writing to you like writing to a friend. 
People identify with him. His writing is accessible ." 

Both men became access ible to St. Germain as they 
came to life while he was writing . 

" I listened to them ," he says. "They were certainly good 
company. They were constantly thinking and talking about 
things that were important. " ■ 

Retta Blaney (uponthesacredstage .blogspot.com ) is the 
author of Working on the Inside: The Spiritual Life Through 
the Eyes of Actors , which features interviews with Kristin 
Chenoweth , Edward Herrmann , Liam Neeson, Phylicia 
Rashad, Vanessa Williams and many others. 
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emotions. I remember how much I enjoyed visiting vaguely defined quality of life trumping other criteria? 
him at the grocers' warehouse where he worked, which How often, under the widening influence of Moralistic 
smelled exotic and featured miles of labyrinthine roller- Therapeutic Deism, do we speak of dying as the ultimate 
conveyers. I remember my confusion and sympathy when amusement-park ride, ending in sunshine, rainbows and 
he cried at his kitchen table - the result of quitting his lollipops for all? How readily do we entertain notions that 
decades-long smoking habit so soon after he had retired. hastening a terminally ill person's death is compassionate 

When my maternal grandmother was hospitalized sud- or humane? 
denly in 1969, my grandfather came to live with us, at my Francis Schaeffer and C. Everett Koop - in their book 
parents' invitation. I rode along for his trip into the farther Whatever Happen ed to the Human Race? - predicted 
suburbs of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. "I'm never coming that euthanasia and infanticide could someday be as wide
back here," he said flatly as he walked out of his small, spread as abortion. P.D. Jan1es explored sinillar territory 
lovely old wooden home. in her dystopian novel The Children of Men, in which sol-

He sounded overly grim that night, but he was right. My diers load older people onto barges, strap them into chairs 
grandmother died during her hospital stay, and my grand- and sink the barges in the English Channel. James depicted 
father lived with us the rest of his days, until the spring of this method emerging as a govemment-in1posed tidier 
1977, when I finished high school. alternative to old people jumping off cliffs together, which 

Why am I thinking of my grandfather, more than 30 left a bloody mess that someone had to clean up. 
years after his death? One of the most unsettling facts of As a51-year-old baby boomer who is married butchild
health care in the United States is that a massive age less, I wonder more often than I would like about how high 
cohort of baby boomers has begun its slow and steady in the queue I would be if my fellow citizens began 
march into eternity. As baby boomers linger into ever- responding to news of euthanasia with a shrug rather 
longer lifespans, and succeeding generations carry more than a shudder. 
financial burdens, we hear much more about allocating But then I remember another detail from my formative 
health care. This is not a question of taking sides in poli- years in Louisiana. For a number of years I volunteered to 
tics. I am no more inclined to assume altruism by health- deliver meals to shut-ins. Each week I picked up the meals 
insurance actuaries than by government administrators. from a daycare center for the elderly that met in a Pres-

My fellow baby boomer-s, for their part , sometimes echo byterian church's community room. People sat at card 
our parents' refrain of not wanting to burden anyone. tables engaged in friendly conversations or board games 
Some still seem to give credence, even into their retire - as t11ey drank coffee. In this room people were not wait
ment years, to the sentiments of a youth cult: "Live fast, die ing to die, but were facing their changing lives together , 
young, and make a good-looking corpse"; "Hope I die with good humor and a sense of community. 
before I get old"; "I do not want to live on a machine." It was a place I never dreaded visiting, and its location 

I wonder where we may be heading culturally. How in a church annex made perfect sense. 
much have we accepted popular assumptions about a Douglas LeBwn c 

20 THE LIVING CHURCH • May 22, 2011 



Are you a lay employee just 
starting out? 
• Do you have a long-term financial plan? 

• Want strategies for meeting life's future challenges? 

• Need tips for staying healthy? 

Are you a lay employee within 
5 years of retirement? 
• Want to know how the Lay Employee 

Pension System will affect you? 

• Do you have a financial plan? 

• Are you prepared for the life changes 
retirement brings? 

Wherever you are in life, come to a Lay Planning For Tomorrow conference for tailored financial and life planning assistance 
specifically geared to you as a lay employee, and your family. Whether it's saving for major expenses, dealing with debt, 
health and wellness issues, or planning for retirement, Church Pension Fund professionals can help you sort it all out. 
One-on-one sessions are available. And we encourage you to bring your spouse, partner, dependent, or someone else who's 
close to you, to continue developing your financial and life plan together. 

You can also call or visit us in New York for a personal consultation. 

And we invite you to visit www.cpg.org to learn how to save more for retirement, and what your options are for receiving your 
savings when you retire. 

Attend a ay Planning For Tomorro conference soon in one of these dioceses: 

Maine 

Newark 

May 20 

June 17 

Atlanta 

Indianapolis 

June 24 

November 4 - 5 

For more information, contact Ambika Bachan (abachan@cpg.org, (800) 223-6602, x9484) or Yvonne Elliott 
(yelliott@cpg.org, (800) 223-6602, x6289). And check us out at www.cpg.org/pft 

Wherever you are in life, Lay Planning For Tomorrow conferences can help. 

~; CHURCH 
Q PENSION GROUP 



By Ian Ernest 

S ix of the seven dioceses of the 
Province of the Indian Ocean, 
because of their geographical 

location, pennanently face the risk 
of devastation or destrnction by 
cyclones. Like our islands, and 
because of its comprehensive nature, 
the Anglican Communion is always at 
risk of devastation or destruction. 
People throughout our province, 
islanders in this part of the world, 
have cha llenged these cyclonic 
threats with vigor, wisdom and a 
renewed sense of hope. 

My native island of Mauritius was 
brought to its knees in 1960 after the 
passage of Carol, one of the deadlier 
cyclones ever recorded. Severe gusts 
of wind crushed down our most 
essential infrastructures and thou
sands of Mauritians became home
less overnight. It was unthinkable 
that, as a nation, we could grow out of 
this expe1ience stronger and capable 
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OUR UNITY IN CHRIST 
In Support of the Ang lican Covenant 

Building on a Solid 
FOUNDATION 

of giving ourselves new life and hope 
and meaning. 

Today, as one of the leading African 
nations, we have overcome risky sit
uations by our constant willingness to 
construct our lives on new founda
tions. These foundations have been 
built and secured because we have 
been willing to challenge the threats 
of nature. We would not have escaped 
destruction if we had unintelligently 
ignored them. So, with a sense of 
pride and patriotic zeal, we seriously 
set ourselves to start anew, by accept
ing what we learned from those real
ities. 

We find ourselves in a period of 
Communion history when dark 
clouds, like the ones prevailing under 
cyclonic conditions, brood over the 
church . There is an urgency for all 
the stakeholders of this Communion 
to deal with the stranger within our
selves. This will sustain us in the next 
step, which requires us to embrace 
the stranger in the other. The stranger 
is Christ incarnate in the knitting of 
the Anglican Communion tapestry. 

Christ will meet us on our way to 
Emmaus, whereby transformation 
may be experienced. This way of 
"Emmaus theology" will help us look 
beyond our structures, which at times 
limit the scope of collaborative unity. 
The structural nature of our polity at 
the provincial level tends to affirm 

one's own identity and prevents the 
whole from being prominent in the 
part. It is imperative to shift from this 
particular structural mode to one that 
is all-embracing and relational. We 
are called, as Richard Hooker 
reminds us, "to hold together each to 
serve each other's good, and all to 
prefer the good of the whole before 
whatsoever their own particular." 

The challenge now is to discover 
what is needed to foster such a men
tality in the Communion . The Com
munion is another jar of clay, as 
expressed by St. Paul to the Corinthi
ans (2 Cor. 4:7-10), holding a treasure 
which shows that the all-surpassing 
power is from God. We cannot afford 
today to supersede this power on our 
own. This is a time when we are hard
pressed, perplexed, struck down; but 
are we not imbued with the life of 
Jesus that gives life to our mortal bod
ies? Life is at work within us, so there 
is a need to bring restoration and 
renewal. With a desire to be more 
relational, yet structural, and to be 
faithful to the spirit of the Windsor 
Report, we have to mold ourselves 
as "ambassadors of reconciliation" if 
we wish to bring the Good News of 
God to the agora, to the alienated 
world, to the alienated Church . 

I am firmly convinced that the pro
posed Anglican Covenant is crucial to 
maintain a worldwide communion of 



churches. It will help our Communion 
engage in a process of mutual consul
tation leading to a consensus on the 
basics of faith and order necessary to 
maintain conununion. It will discour
age churches from making radical 
innovations in a unilateral fashion. 

The Covenant, as we assess it, is a 
comprehensive strategy which places 
on local churches the charge to decide 
whether they shall or shall not be a 
component of the Communion. The 
Instruments of Unity and the distinct 
elements of Anglican faith and prac
tice, as expressed in the Chicago
Lambeth Quadrilateral, have been 
unable by themselves to hold the 
Communion together. So, our dis
tinctness as Anglicans needs a new 
consensus of faith and agreement 
which will act as an authority as we 
face theological disputes and try to 
hold together the various provinces. 

We cannot afford to sacrifice 
global communion in favor of the 
decisions of local churches. This 
would lead to an intensification of 
the momentum toward schism. As 
we see today, some established 
provinces of the West are deeply 
influenced by the philosophy of plu
ralism and the theory that generates 
it. But as we analyze it closely, we 
have difficulty understanding the 
scope of tolerance that it conveys, 
according to which the Covenant is 
seen as exclusive, and on that count 
as endangering an authentic expres
sion of apostolic faith. On the con
trary, the Anglican Covenant enables 
us to build a consensus and a confi
dence about the essentials of Chris
tian faith, an imperative for the life 
and order of the worldwide Church. 

The adoption of an Anglican 
Covenant gives us an opportunity to 
renew our commitment to apostolic 
basics and to develop a suitably 
Christian and Anglican process for 
engaging and settling debates about 
the common boundaries of faith and 
order. Tolerance within such a fran1e
work is possible as church life is 
justly determined on mutually agreed 

principles. This will help us to dis
courage unilateral imposition and 
diminish the extension of a western 
cultural hegemony. 

As the past is our teacher, the Mau
ritian experience of Cyclone Carol is 
one of transformation. The shattered 
houses made of wood and corrugated 
iron sheets have been replaced by 

concrete buildings. The Covenant is a 
concrete way by which we can con
solidate our life as a Communion. ■ 

The Most Rev. Ian Ernest is Bishop of 
Mauritius and Archbishop of the 
Province of the Indian Ocean, and 
current chairman of the Council of 
Anglican Provinces of Africa (CAPA). 

NOTICE: MOVING SERVICES 

Skip Higgins 
877-477-8177 
www.customovers.com 

"Moving Episcopal clergy to new ministries since 1982." 
• Clergy discounts •Only one survey / 3 estimates • Major van lines represented 
• Full value protection plans • $200/Day late pick-up /late delivery penalty* 
• Internet satellite tracking • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind 

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lie. # MC370752 
* Certain Restrictions Apply. 

I ivi ng church. org 
The History and Theology 

of the Diaconate 
A Summer Online Course offered 
by Trinity School for Ministry 
with The Rev. Dr. Tara Jernigan 
Dates: June 20 - Sept. 2, 2011 
Graduate Credits: 3 
Cost: $1,050 
Audit: $450 

For information or to register, 
contact: Geoff Mackey 
Director of Distance Learning 
1-800-874-8754 
gmackey@tsm.edu 
www.tsm.edu 

an evangelical seminary in the Anglican tradition 
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CATHOLIC VOICES 

Jesus drives out moneychangers from the temph 

Money Is Powerless Before GOC 
By John Boyland 

0 ne of the biblical passages often used during 
stewardship season is that of the widow's mite. 

Here is that famous text with a few verses of context: 

In the hearing of all the people [Jesus] said to the dis
ciples, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around 
in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in 
the marketplaces , and to have the best seats in the syn
agogues and places of honor at banquets. They devour 
widows' houses and for the sak e of appearance say 
long prayers. They will receive the greater condem
nation." 

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts 
into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow put in two 
small copper coins. He said, "Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put in more than all of them; for all of 
them have contribut ed out of their abundance, but she 
out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on." 

When some were speaking about the temple, how 
it was a.domed with beautiful stones and gifts dedi
cated to God, he said, "As for these things that you see , 
the days will come when not one stone will be left 
upon another; all will be thrown down." 

Luke 20:45-21:6 (NRSV) 
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We see in Luke's account that just before Jesus 
praises the widow for giving all she had to the temple, 
he condemns those temple functionaries who make a 
show ofreligion while they "devour widows ' houses." 
It is remarkable that Jesus commends precisely the 
victim of oppression (this widow) for her sacrificial 
giving that helps support her oppressors. 

The temple offerings not only supported clerics but 
also the construction and maintenance of the temple. 
At the end of this passage, Jesus warns those who 
admire the temple that it will all be destroyed. N onethe
less, he praises giving sacrificially to the temple. 

I and other Episcopalians are dismayed by what we 
believe is an abandomnent of Scripture by our lead
ers. Our leaders deepen our dismay when they use the 
legal system to recover the property of parishes or 
dioceses in which members have voted, usually by 
vast majorities, to leave the Episcopal Chur ch. 

Most conservatives who remain in TEC have no 
desire to support these activities. However, many dio
ceses have mandatory assessments on parishes, and 
many dioceses dutifully give the approximate 20 per
cent requested by the Episcopal Church Center. Of the 
money a parishioner gives, about 1 to 4 percent sup
ports the Episcopal Church Center . 

Some conservatives attempt to persuade their dio-



ceses to withhold funds from the Episcopal Church 
Center, or to persuade parishes to withhold funds 
from dioceses that send money along to headquarters . 
These actions are mistaken: They ascribe too much 
power to money, and not enough to God. 

If God intends judgment on any group, no amount 
of money will save it. Wealth is never secure from 
"moth, rust and thieves" - from earthquake, embez
zlement, seizure or recession. If we stand with God, 
we have nothing to fear from our opponents, no mat
ter their wealth. If we stray from his will, we are in 
danger regardless of our bank bal-
ance. Money is powerless before 
God. 

last kings of Judah to pay tribute to Babylon . 
If a parish keeps its witness to God and the biblical 

message of salvation merely through the payment of 
a "tribute ," so much the better . What is a bit of money, 
compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing 
Christ Jesus, and receiving the unmerited grace of for
giveness? 

In the Gospels , Jesus identifies Mammon (wealth) 
as a false god that we should "despise" in contrast to 
our devotion to the true God. The French theologian 
Jacques Ellul exhorted Christians to show disdain 

for money by profaning it, prima
rily by giving it away. 

Jesus disarms and makes a 
Money does have some power, and 

surely we should use the money 
under our control wisely. Without the 
money coming from faithful parish
ioners, some argue, TEC would find 
it impossible to spend millions on 
lawsuits. 

Let the litigious 
bureaucracy have 
the money it wants. 

spectacle of the power of money 
in the parable of the unjust stew
ard (Luke 16:1-15). A steward 
accused of embezzlement is told 
to settle the accounts one last 
time. He uses the opportunity to 
"forgive" his master 's debtors and 
ingratiate himself with them, so 
he can seek help after his threat
ened dismissal. The Pharisees, 
who were lovers of money, 
ridiculed Jesus. He replied that 

If all conseivatives somehow with
held funding from the Episcopal 
Church Center, this would cause a 
drop of 10 to 15 percent of total rev
enue. While substantial, such a 
reduction would not stop the litiga-

We keep the Gospel 
and proclaim it, 
in season and 
out of season. 

tion. As shown in the budget 
approved by General Convention in 
2009, the Episcopal Church Center is 
willing to shut down whole programs ( such as evan
gelism) while remaining vigilant on litigation. And it 
can always raise new money through the St. Ives 
Fund. Furthermore, those who control our church are 
not motivated by money; they are principled defend
ers of what they think is justice. 

"In all this I have given you an example . .. remem
bering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself 
said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive,' " Paul 
said to the Ephesian elders as he journeyed toward 
Jerusalem, where imprisonment awaited him (Acts 
20:35). It is more blessed because giving represents 
self-denial. Giving to the church without strings is an 
echo of Jesus ' giving up of himself for all of human
ity, while we were yet sinners . 

Those who pay tribute are not morally responsible 
for the uses of that tribute. Suffering under a hereti
cal bishop may be part of the cleansing work of 
God's judgment on a parish. Jeremiah counseled the 

what people prize can be an 
abomination in the sight of God. 

Let the litigious bureaucracy 
have the money it wants. We keep 

the Gospel and proclaim it, in season and out of sea
son. The money the Episcopal Church raises from 
coerced offerings, from Pyrrhic legal victories or from 
those who believe its new gospel will do no more to 
save it on its appointed day of judgment than the 
wealth of Herod's temple protected it from Roman 
soldiers in AD . 70. In the end, money is ofno account , 
mere dust on the scales . 

"Do not be afraid , little flock , for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your pos
sessions , and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven , 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also" 
(Luke 12:32-34). ■ 

Dr. John Tang Boyland is a member of St. Mark's 
Church, Milwaukee, and teaches at the University of 
Wisconsin-M ilwaukee. 
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Unilateral 
and Preposterous 

Good grief! You let the story go by of the church
wide meeting to develop a liturgy for blessing same
sex unions [TLC, April 10] without an editorial com
ment. To endorse such sin officially not only goes 
against traditional Christian (Roman , Orthodox, con
servative Protestant) practice but (for you liberals) 
Judaism and Islam as well. 

As bad as the subject matter involved is the method
ology used. For a tiny group like the Episcopal Church 
(some two million out of two billion Christians) to 
feel itself competent to make such an important 
change unilaterally is simply preposterous. 

A Holy Encounter 

Wallace Spaulding 
Arlington, Virginia 

How sweet it is to hear Archbishop Benjamin 
Kwashi's pointed witness to Romans 1: 16-17 [TLC, 
April 10]. The "tune" is quite familiar, though the 
words are a bit different. 

What ever happened to Crux nostra sola theolo
gia? Is our American church trying so hard to be a 
haven for rich, secularized liberals and conserva
tives that we've cut the cord between the Gospel 
Paul proclaims and Archbishop Benjamin Kwashi 
lives? 

A personal anecdotal Christian witness may point 
to some resolution. About ten years ago a bunch of 

convicts (and maybe some staff) at the prison where 
I worked got together and "jackpotted" me. They set 
me up in a "rule violation sting." Suspecting a trap, 
I had checked in with the superintendent about two 
weeks earlier and set up a firewall. 

At my hearing I was told to pick up my stuff and 
leave the premises. 

As I stood up to leave the interrogator said , almost 
as an afterthought, "Do you have anything to say in 
your own defense?" I said, "No, but the superin
tendent does." And I handed him a signed letter 
from the superintendent, properly dated, directing 
me to do what I had just been charged for as a 
"major rule violation." I was shaking all over as I left 
the interrogation room. 

I got back to the prison chapel, a rather large Cis
tercian-looking structure, against an endless horizon 
that makes you think you're in Amarillo , to meet a 
busload of volunteers from Christ for the Nations. It 
was then that I met Fr. Getaneh Getaneh, formerly of 
Ethiopia. 

He immediately came to me through the crowd of 
visiting evangelists and said to me in a low voice : 
"You need to talk to me." He showed me the scars on 
his hands and feet, the scars on his neck from the 
boiling oil, the welts from his broken jaw where 
they beat him in the face with a baseball bat trying 
to get him to renounce Christ. 

He told me how his would-be murderers were 
converted as they were trying to torture him to 
death . "Tell them that I love them" - he said that's 
what Jesus was telling him as they were torturing 
him. He did what Jesus said. 

That very brief conversation put my previously ter
rifying interrogation into perspective. What an honor 

that Getaneh Getaneh had cho

"Tell them that 
I love them" 

sen to speak to me. It was a 
good day at the prison. Imagine 
an African Christian confessor 
taking the time to talk to a 
rather bland, lukewarm, middle 
American Christian! 

DYING FOR 
11,lk<\,,.,..,A. ~u ,.,.. 
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- he said that's what 
Jesus was telling him 
as they were torturing 
him. He did what 
Jesus said. 

When I read essays like "A 
Gospel Worth Dying For" and 
"Exhortation to Martyrdom," I 
don't feel this important aspect 
of Christianity has been com
pletely abandoned in North 
America. 

(The Rev.) David Langdon 
Parchman, Mississippi 



NEWS May 22, 2011 

LAITY BENEFITS (from page 11) 

select groups , especially those with 
a strong probability of being 
affected by the resolution . One such 
organization is the Consortium of 
Endowed Parishes, an organization 
for Episcopal congregations with 
endowments of at least $1 million. 
Members of the Church Pension 
Group attended the most recent 
annual meeting of the consortium. 

Mike Wright, director of finance 
and operation for St. John's Cathe
dral in Denver, said St. John's already 
offered a pension plan to about 20 of 
its lay employees . The leadership 
team at the cathedral was in the 
proc ess of enrolling in the fund man
aged by the Church Pension Group. 

"We looked at it from a budgeting 
standpoint and it makes sense to 
join," he said. 

The Diocese of Massachusetts 
already had a lay-pension plan in place 
but will transfer to the Church Pen-

STATELY WORDS (from page 9) 

controversy. An invitation to the Syr
ian Ambassador to London was 
withdrawn in protest against Presi
dent Assad's ruthless suppression of 
protest. A decision not to invite two 
former Prime Ministers, Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown, conformed to 
protocol but raised eyebrows . 

Inevitably the event was the peg 
for other constitution-related news 
stories . Earlier in the week head
lines fingered the Church of Eng
land for apparently ruling out 
changes to the Act of Succession 
(1701), which prevents the British 
Sovereign's marrying a Roman 
Catholic . Some suggested that 
Rome's pastoral guidelines left no 
guarantee that children of such a 
marriage would not have to be 
brought up in that communion . It's 
more likely the Queen herself ruled 
out the change. 

On such a day church-state rela
tions seemed in reasonable repair . 

sion Group , said Lynn P. Clark, the 
diocese's human resources manager. 

"The Diocese of Massachusetts is 
pleased to transition to the Church 
Pension Group and have confidence 
in the performance of their retire
ment plans, " Clark said . "Our goal is 
to transition our staff into the 
Church Pension Group as well as 
integrate those parishes that cur
rently do not meet the criteria of 
Resolution 138. This process seemed 
daunting, but the Church Pension 
Group staff has walked us through 
step by step , as well as assisting our 
staff with enrollment questions and 
concerns . More importantly, how
ever, on the parochial level, Resolu
tion 138 provides for parity for the 
laity of the Episcopal Church , and 
allows parishes to provide the foun
dation for a secure retirement for 
not just clergy, but laity employed 
by the church as well." 

Steve Waring 

While there are questions about the 
privileges of the Church of England , 
its contribution to the day struck the 
right chords. 

Questions about the personal faith 
of the couple have occupied some 
attention . The royal bride, who was 
baptized as a child, was confirmed 
by the Bishop of London in a private 
ceremony only a few weeks ago. 

This very modem couple are the 
first heirs to the throne to have 
cohabited ahead of their nuptials, a 
point that brought a blunt comment 
from the Archbishop of York, John 
Sentamu , who has performed the 
weddings of many cohabiting cou
ples. "As my daughter says, 'People 
these days like to test the milk 
before they buy the cow."' 

Already it is clear that this attrac
tive young couple are set to inject 
new energy to a royal family that 
must continue to adjust to a fast
changing world. 

John Martin, in London 

Joan Chittister's New Book 

The Monastery of the Heart 
An Invitation to a Meaningful Life 

JOAN CHITTISTER 

This guide builds on the 
ancient Rule of Benedict to 
show us a new way to live a 
spiritual life in the very center 
of the world today, without 
withdrawing from it. This new 
way is centered in the ancient 
Rule, rooted in its values, but 

9781933346342 240pp attempts to redefine it for 
Cloth 519-95 seekers today. 

Simple Ways 
Towards the Sacred 

Now in 
Paperback! 

GUNILLA NORRIS 

This beautifully written, lucid, 
and practical primer for prayer, 
meditation, and mindful living 
focuses on seeking and appre
ciating the holy in our every
day life. 
9781933346359 160 pp 
Poperbock S12.95 
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Don't forget these special 
issues coming from TLC 

June 5 
Ecclesiological Debate 
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Summer Parish Administration 
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July 3 
Political Theology 
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July 17 
Liturgical Arts 
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SUNDAY'S READINGS I May 22, 2011 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

The House of the Father 
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14 

"Many dwelling places" is, admit 
tedly, less majestic than the King's 
English ("In my father's house are 
many mansions"). But in this 
instance the modem translators are 
correct. The Latin word mansio, 
which became mansion in English, 
does not mean a palatial dwelling. 
Instead, it means nearly the oppo
site, a modest roadside inn. In other 
words, as we live now "in the 
Father's house," we have many occa
sions to stop, to rest, to replenish 
our strength. 

The gospel story speaks of Jesus' 
departure, for he goes "to prepare a 
place for you." He promises to come 
again, so that "where I am you may 
be also." Jesus himself is the road by 
which we travel: "I am the way and 
the truth and the life." Living in 
Christ, we are hidden in the heart of 
the Father, sharing in the love mutu
ally and eternally exchanged 
between the Father and the Son. We 
are caught up in the life of the Trinity. 

Though we may look with hope to 
the glory that shall be revealed, our 
commitment to "things hoped for" 
should never obscure what is hap
pening today. Our life is already hid
den with God in Christ . In some 
measure, we are already in the 
"house of the Father," living in union 

Look It Up 

with the Son through adoption and 
grace. In this house, we are safe and 
secure amid all trials. And living in 
union with Christ, our lives are fitted 
to their proper image. We become 
like Christ. Or, as the early theolo
gians would say with great daring, 
we become "christs" in the world. 
"One who believes in me will also do 
the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these." 

In Acts St. Stephen is clearly por
trayed as an alter christus. At the 
moment of his death, he cried out: 
"Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit." Pray
ing for his persecutors, he said: 
"Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them." Breathing his last, he com
mended himself to the Lord Jesus as 
Jesus had commended his spirit to 
the Father. "Father, forgive them," 
Jesus said, and Steven prayed 
accordingly. The life and death of 
Christ unfolded in him. 

Thus we are living witness of 
Christ, the ones in whom he does 
"works greater than these." Living 
and journeying in the house of the 
Father, we have work to do, a voca
tion to fulfill. And yet we may from 
time to time stop in a "resting place," 
to feel and know again the replen
ishing strength of the One feeding 
our bodies and souls . 

Read John 14:2. Go into your resting place and pray awhile, and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

Think About It 
The doctrine of the Incarnation is a stern command to keep our feet 
securely on the ground. After all, we are Christ's body. And yet we are hid
den with God in Christ . Thus our lives are utterly mundane and divinely ani
mated at the same time. 



SUNDAY'S READINGS I May 29, 2011 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Pantocrator 
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:7-18; 1 Peter3:13-22; John 14:15-21 

Jesus speaks of the Father's deep 
concern for us, employing images 
of intimacy and attention . "Even the 
hairs on your head are all counted." 
"Are you not of more value than 
many sparrows?" The claim is all the 
more powerful when heard against 
the backdrop of a thoroughgoing 
monotheism. There is but one God 
who has called all things into being . 
"The God who made the world and 
everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands," St. 
Paul says to the Athenians. Paul 
goes on to say that God, through one 
human ancestor, created all the 
nations of the world, and so consti
tuted human beings that they would 
always "search for God and perhaps 
grope for him and find him." 

"God has been pleased," Calvin 
writes in his Institutes, "not only to 
deposit in our minds that seed of 
faith, but so to manifest his perfec
tions in the whole structure of the 
universe, and daily place himself in 
our view" (Book 1, Chap. 1, 1). 

This great and glorious God, who 
created the heavens and earth, is 
reflected in what he has made and 
gives witness to himself in human 
conscience by a certain natural 
instinct, a necessary groping and 
yearning. Thus we are to understand 
the extent of God's kenosis in com-

Look It Up 

ing to meet us in his eternal Son. 
Just as we can never comprehend 
the height of God, so we can never 
understand the depth of his "stoop
ing to behold the heavens and the 
earth." It is an unimaginable mys
tery: The God who sits enthroned 
on high is with us. 

In John 's Gospel, Jesus assures 
the disciples that his return to the 
Father does not imply his departure 
from them. "I will not leave you 
orphaned , I am coming to you." He 
will come to them as the "Advocate," 
the Spirit of truth. This Spirit will 
abide in the disciples and he in 
them. By the Spirit the disciples will 
know that "I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you ." By the gift 
of the Spirit , the Trinitarian life 
unfolds within the heart of every dis
ciple. The font of all being, the 
ordering Word, mutual love, one 
God, is at work in our lives. 

When summoned to "Lift up our 
hearts," we may, seeing the expanse 
above us, realize that the One who 
reaches down to us and abides in 
us is the Pantocrator , the ruler of 
heaven and earth . The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and it is 
this ineffable mystery, the One who 
creates and sustains all being, who 
knocks at the door of our hearts. 
Faith like a grain of mustard seed is 
enough to open this new life. 

Read Psalm 13:5. Contemplate the Creator and Redeemer and the Living 
Spirit. 

Think About It 
Emphasizing the transcendence of God, we may think: "God is in heaven 
and we are on earth." And yet he who creates also redeems and sanctifies 
our humanity. 

TH E MIS S ION BOOK STOR E 
OF NASHOTAH HOUS E 

AN EPISCOPA L SEMINA RY 
2777 M ISSION ROA D 

NASHOTA H, WI 53058 -9793 

Most books seen in The Living Church are available. 
Ask about clergy and church discounts. 

(262) 646-6529 

SHRINE OF OUR LADY 
OF CLEMENCY 

Continu ous Novena daily at 5.45pm 
Send your prayer requests to 

Canon Gordon Reid 
S.Clement's Church , 2013 Appletree St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 
www.s-clements.org 

j. T ED BLAKLEY 
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WlfY i s it that when we proclaim Tl l E \'\'ORD Of-THE L ORD 

following a reading in worsh ip, it sounds so i111p/(J11sihle? 

It is becau se the church -across denomination s- has 

slipped into such bad habit s for reading and presenting the 
scriptural text aloud, that it scarcely sounds like anything God 
would say. \\/ hat is nee ded arc guides for reading that wil! hdp 

our lccrors res to r<.: the life and meanin g to the texts we read 

each Sunda y. 
Th e Rev. Dr. Clayton J. Schmit 

YEAR A is now available! 
Call about our Quantity Discounts 
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CLASS I Fl EDS 
BOOKS 

ANGLICAN BIBLIOPOLE : theological booksellers. 
Saratoga Springs, NY. (518) 587-7470. 

AnglicanBk @aol.com/www.AnglicanBooks.klink.net 

CHURCH FURNISHINGS 

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopa l 
flag s and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA. Please 
contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail at 
festllags @aol.com. 

POSITIONS OFFERED 

SENIOR CHAPLAIN : Trinity School of Midland-Odessa, 
a K-I2 co ll ege prep schoo l in West Texas, is seeking an 
ex perienced Episco pal pri es t or currentl y-se rving sc hoo l 
chaplain to serve a vibrant community as spiritual leader and 
key member of the admi nistra tive tea m. Trinity is quit e ser i
ous about educa ting the w ho le person. Visit 
www.trinitymidland.org/employment _opportunities for 
full position description and instruct ion s for pursuit of this 
excellent opportunity. 

DEAN: St. Peter 's Cathedral of Helena, MT , nestled in the 
Rocky Mountain s, seeks a dean. Build on St Peter's histori 
ca l co mmitm ent to its youth and its vigorous ou treach to the 
communit y in the name of Chri st. Grow in our spiritually 
and aiiistically vibrant state cap ital co mmunit y. Thri ve in the 
beauty of God's creatio n. Co ntact Canon Chris Roberts, 
CTO, Diocese of Montana, mtcto @qwestoffice.net and 
the search committee at indcomm @gmail.com. For full 
details, see http://www.stpeterscathedral.net/deansearch.html. 

Church 
DIRECTORY 
KERNVILLE, CA 
ST. SHERRIAN 251 Big Blue Rd. (760) 376-2455 
The Rev. Bob Woods 
Sun 11 

SAN DIEGO, CA 
ALL SAINTS' Sixth & Pennsylvania Ave. 
Website: www .allsaintschurch.org (619) 298-7729 
Sun 8 & 10; Daily Mass: Tues 12; Wed 9:30; Thurs 6; Fri 
9:30; Sat 9 

PALM HARBOR, FL 
ST. ALFRED'S 1601 Curlew Rd. (727) 785-1601 
The Very Rev. Canon Richard C. Doscher, Sr., r 
Sat H Eu 5 (Rite 1); Sun H Eu 8 (Rite 1) & 10 (Rite 2) 

LIHUE, KAUAI, HI 
ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS 4364 Hardy St. at Umi 
www.stmichaels-kauai.org (808) 245-3796 
The Rev. William B. Miller . r 
Sat Eu 5:30 , Sun Eu 7:30 & Eu 9:45 

PASSAIC, NJ 
ST. JOHN'S Lafayette and Passaic Avenues 
Website: www .stjohnschurchpassaicnj .org (973) 779-0966 
The Rev. William C. Thiele. r frthiele@gmail .com 
Sun Low Mass 8, Sung Mass 10:30, HD anno. 

RED BANK, NJ 
TRINITY CHURCH 65 W. Front St. 
Website: www.TrinityRedBank.org 
The Rev. Christopher Rodriguez, r, the Rev. Thomas May, assoc 
Sun Masses 8 & 10:15 (Sung), MP and EP Daily 
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f i g ht your summer slump. 

invite visitors to worship! 

Most churches suffer at least some drop -off in 
attendance during the summer- -a popula r season 
for vacations and travel. NOW is the time t o 
invite those away from their home churches to 
worship with you! 

Include your parish in The Living Church Summer 
Services Directory, June 5 - September 25. 

FREE! Your listing will also appear in our Online 
Church Direc tory free of charge. 

For more informat ion, or to place a directory 
listing, contact Amber Muma at 

amber@livingchurch.org or (414) 276-5420 ext. 12. 

CARLSBAD, NM 
GRACE CHURCH 508 W. Fox St. (575) 885-6200 
The Rev. Rod Hurst , r www.gracecarlsbad.org 
Mass Sun 8:30, 10:30 (Sung), Wed 1 O; MP/EP as posted 

CHARLESTON, SC 
CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
218 Ashley Ave. (843) 722-2024 
www.holycomm.org office @holycomm.org 
The Rev. Dow Sanderson, r; the Rev. Dan Clarke, c; the Rev. 
Patrick Allen, assoc 
Sun Mass 8 (Low) 10:30 (Solemn High) 

DALLAS,TX 
CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION 3966 McKinney Ave. 
Website: www .incarnation .org (216) 521-5101 
The Rt. Rev. Anthony Burton 
Sun 7:30, 9, 11 :15, 5:30 

MILWAUKEE, WI 
ALL SAINTS' CATHEDRAL (414) 271-7719 
818 E. Juneau Ave. www.ascathedral.org 
Sun Masses 8, 10 (Sung). Daily Mass, MP & EP as posted 

ANGLICAN 
ELLSWORTH, ME 
ST. THOMAS TRADITIONAL ANGLICAN 
373 Bangor Rd. (207) 326-4120 
Sun MP & HG 1 O; Sat Evensong 3; Holy Days as announced 

LUTHERAN 
MOJAVE, CA 
HOPE & RESURRECTION CHURCHES 
K and Inyo Streets 
The Rev. William R. Hampton , STS 
Sun Eu 9 

(909) 989-3317 

To place a church directory listing, 
contact Amber Muma 

amber@livingchurch.org 
(414) 276-5420 Ext. 12 

CHURCH DIRECTORY KEY Light face type denotes AM, bold face PM; add, 

address; anno, announced; A-C, Ante-Communion; appt., appointment; B, Bene

diction; C, Confessions; Cho, Choral; Ch S, Church School; c, curate; d, deacon, 

d.r.e., directo r of religious education; EP, Evening Prayer; Eu, Eucharist; Ev, Even

song ; ex, except ; 1 S, 1st Sunday; hol, holiday ; HC, Holy Communion; HD, Holy 

Days; HS, Healing Service; HU, Holy Unction; Instr, Instructions ; Int, Intercessions ; 

LOH, Laying On of Hands; Lit, Litany; Mat, Matins; MP, Morning Prayer; P, 

Penance; r, rector; r-em, rector emeritus; Ser, Sermon; Sol, Solemn ; Sta, Stations; 

V, Vespers; v, vicar; YPF, Young People's Fellowship. A/C, air-cond itioned; H/A, 
hand icapp ed access ible. 



~ Co(umbarium 'For Your Church 
A columbarium in the life of the church delivers a message 

of comfort in the knowledge that those that have touched our lives 
will always remain in the company of family and friends. 

Here the timeles s elegance of bronze and Armento artisanship are combined to create a beautiful 
Columbarium Memorial while making the comfort of church burial an affordable alternative. 

Let us assist you in establishing a columbarium for your church. 

SEND FOR OUR FREE INFORMATION KIT & DVD 

8I8 
AQMENTO 
COLUMBARIUMS 

BLENDING ARTISTRY & CRAFTSMANSHIP SINCE 1946 

1011 Military Road, P.O. Box 39, Buffalo, NY 14217 
Toll Free 1-866-276-3686 · e-mail: info@armento.net 

Visit us at www .Armento-Columbarium.com 



If you are an Episcopal priest, missionary, 
Christian educator, spouse, or surviving spouse, 
you may be eligible for an Honorable Service Grant! 

ease c or more 1n ormatton. 

To find out more about the many choices available, 
please call Suzanne Ujcic at 800-948-1881. 

~ME AND STAY 

THREE DAYS 

I 

ON us! 
~ 

~OME FOR THE ~IFESTYLE. ~TAY FOR A ~IFETIME.™ 

ft WESTMINSTER COMMUNITIES OF FLORIDA ,1r WWW. Westminster Retirement .com 


