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Rowan williams: “when we
exercise our humanity to the full
— lovingly, unselfishly, in praise
and glorification — the whole
creation comes into order” (see
“God’s Truth will survive,” p. 16).
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Fort McMurray: ‘Life after Disaster’
As raging wildfire approached Fort
McMurray, the Rev. Dane Neufeld
told his six-year-old son that the
Athabasca River might stop the fire
from its march towards the city in
northeast Alberta. But the fire pro-
gressed unimpeded, spreading
across the river and forcing evacua-
tion of the entire city.
“Daddy, you said fire couldn’t

cross the river,” Anton said, “but it
did” — even the waters of the mighty
Athabasca.
The wildfire was jumping over

rivers and highways and by May 4
had engulfed Fort McMurray, forcing
the mandatory evacuation of almost
90,000 people from their homes, in-
cluding Anton and his three younger
siblings. It was the largest evacuation
in the province’s history.
An estimated 1,600 houses and

other structures have been destroyed;
no lives have been reported lost di-
rectly due to the fire. Two people died
in a traffic accident fleeing the fire,
one the teenage daughter of a fire-
fighter. About 225 firefighters are
working on the ground and in the air
to battle the flames, and the province
has declared a state of emergency
and requested military aid. By May 6
the fire covered nearly 250,000 acres.
Neufeld, rector of All Saints Church

in downtown Fort McMurray, joined
by his wife and children, fled north
for one night and then drove south to
his parents’ home in Calgary, stopping
in Edmonton to comfort some parish-
ioners who had lost everything.
Most evacuees fled south. The

drive south to Edmonton, which nor-
mally takes four and a half hours,
seemed endless as vehicles were
trapped in gridlock and smoke. Many
ran out of gas and were refueled by
passing oil trucks. Good Samaritans
from properties out of harm’s way
came with food and water for
stranded motorists. Communities 30
miles south of Fort McMurray, which

had set up shelters, eventually had to
be evacuated as well.
“It’s weird being in another city

when your city is burning,” Neufeld
said. “Lots of people drove through
horrific fires, scared for their lives.”
Neufeld has been ordained just shy

of two years, but he knows he has
his work cut out for him.
So does the rector of St. Thomas,

the other Anglican parish in Fort Mc-
Murray. The Rev. Christopher Tapera,
his wife, and teenage daughter were
among the 25,000 evacuees who fled
north and took shelter in oil-worker
camps. Most oil-sand operations shut
down to accommodate them.
Tapera and his family arrived from

Zimbabwe only four months ago. As
with Neufeld, his parishioners are
now scattered all over the province
in three different dioceses, but both
priests are trying to track down their
flocks through phone, Facebook, and
texting to make sure they are safe.
The Diocese of Athabasca is helping
through its website.
“There is life after disaster,” Tapera

said. “God is there for us. God will
never leave us; he will make sure we
overcome this.”

About 200 other evacuees are
housed in Wapasu Creek Lodge in
Fort MacKay, and Tapera is helping
those who want prayer and pastoral
counseling. He also hopes to hold a
service on Sunday.
Many of these northern evacuees

likely will be flown south to Edmon-
ton and Calgary in the next few days
by the military and by mining opera-
tors who own private planes and
airstrips. Fifty-car convoys are being
organized by the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police to travel down Hwy.
63 to Edmonton, thus avoiding the
gridlock and panic of the first evacu-
ation.
St. Augustine in Edmonton and St.

James in Calgary have each been des-
ignated as “gathering” parishes,
where displaced Fort McMurray res-
idents may worship and reconnect
with friends. Anglicans across the
dioceses of Athabasca, Calgary, and
Edmonton have opened their homes
to family, friends, and even strangers.
Diocesan offices are coordinating ef-
forts to find volunteers and suitable
accommodation.
The Primate’s World Relief Fund

(PWRDF), which usually directs

REUTERs/Topher seguin photo

A helicopter flies into thick smoke while battling the fires outside Fort McMurray on May 4.  
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(Continued on next page)

funds to overseas disasters, has sent
$15,000 to parishes providing relief
work in the Diocese of Edmonton as
of May 5. The funds will help pur-
chase basic supplies such as diapers,
toiletries, and gas cards.
More funds are being raised daily

online. The Canadian federal govern-
ment has promised to match funds
raised by the Red Cross. Nabu Gu-
rung, PWRDF’s development and hu-
man relief coordinator, will consult
with colleagues in other relief organ-
izations to see if the government will
match their funds as well.
“The Red Cross has not yet

reached some of our parishes like
Cold Lake that we are able to sup-
port,” Gurung said. “The parishes of
Lac La Biche and the Northern Lights
have also been busy assisting evac-
uees.”
While Anglican church buildings in

Fort McMurray seem to be safe, the
priests and their bishop know that
rebuilding the lives of their parish-
ioners could take years.
The Rt. Rev. Fraser Lawton,

Bishop of Athabasca, served for 13
years at St. Thomas in the devastated
city.
“We want to apply what we learned

from the Slave Lake fire in 2011,” he
said. “Residents want to rush back,
but it may not be safe. Some will
need longer-term housing support.
Rebuilding a community will take
years, especially when much of the
infrastructure is gone. It won’t be the
same. We want to take care of our
parishioners and also reach out and
offer spiritual care to others. Some
will be suffering from PTSD. There
will be mourning people will have to
do. It is not a short-term thing; it may
take decades.”
Bishops all across Canada have

contacted Bishop Lawton, many of
them offering priests to help with
pastoral care. He was touched to
hear from the Rt. Rev. C. Franklin
Brookhart, Jr., Bishop of Montana,
who called to ask how he could help.
“The wider church is there for us.”
“God will provide,” Tapera said.

“We can learn from biblical history.
Jerusalem was a beautiful city that
was reduced to ashes by the Babylo-

nians. But God helped the Israelites
return and rebuild their city. God will
use us and other people and organi-
zations to rebuild our city too.”

Sue Careless

Bishop Backs
Same-sex Marriage
The Rt. Rev. Raphael Hess, Bishop of
Saldanha Bay in the Anglican Church

of Southern Africa, has
declared his support for
same-sex blessings. In a
letter to diocesan clergy,
Bishop Hess dissented
from the February deci-
sion of Southern African
bishops to reaffirm the

Lambeth Conference’s Resolution
1.10 (1998). He said a diocesan task
force would prepare alternative leg-
islation in support of same-sex mar-
riage for the provincial synod in Sep-
tember.
Bishop Hess explained that in a se-

ries of meetings since the February
bishops’ synod, leaders throughout
the diocese had “expressed commit-
ment to work in and with the Angli-
can Church of Southern Africa to
proclaim the good news that human
sexuality is a complex and a splendid
gift of God and that no one is ex-
cluded, from the reach of God’s em-
brace, by any Gift of God’s endow-
ing.”
A pastoral letter issued by Arch-

bishop Thabo Makgoba said the bish-
ops’ synod had attempted to draw up
guidelines for clergy who wanted to
bless couples in same-sex relation-
ships or to enter same-sex unions
themselves. South Africa legalized
same-sex marriage in 2006.
Drafting the guidelines proved im-

possible, Archbishop Makgoba said,
when a group of bishops who repre-
sented a cross-section of views on
the topic found that “the only agree-
ment we reached is that we were not
of one mind.” A statement issued by
the synod outlined a spectrum of
views.
Bishop Hess counted himself

among “those who believe that the

hess
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Church should accept and support or
bless monogamous covenanted rela-
tionships between homosexual peo-
ple and that they may be ordained.”
“In this instance,” he said, “it is im-

portant that I declare to you all un-
equivocally where I stand on this
matter.”
Bishop Hess wrote that the Rev.

Canon Mpho Tutu van Furth, an Epis-
copal priest and the daughter of the
Most Rev. Desmond Tutu, is no longer
licensed to officiate in the diocese.
The canon, director of the

Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy
Foundation in Capetown, married
Marceline van Furth in a civil cere-
mony in Oegstgeest, Netherlands, on
December 30, 2015. Professor van
Furth is the Desmond Tutu chair of
medicine at Vrije University in the
Netherlands. They plan to hold a sec-
ond celebration this month at the
wine estate of British tycoon Sir
Richard Branson in Franschhoek,
Western Cape, South Africa.
The canon was ordained in the

Diocese of Western Massachusetts,
served on the staff at Christ Church
in Alexandria, Virginia, and was the
director of the Tutu Center for Prayer
and Pilgrimage in Alexandria. She re-
mains canonically resident in the
Diocese of Washington.
The board of the Desmond and

Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation sus-
pended the canon for several months
earlier this year as it investigated
whether her marriage constituted a
“potential conflict of interest.”
Professor van Furth is employed

as the head of a Dutch institute that
works closely with the foundation.
Tutu van Furth returned to work in
April, and foundation spokesman
Don MacRobert said that “no impro-
priety was alleged‚ suspected, or dis-
covered.”
The canon’s father has spoken out

widely in support of same-sex mar-
riage in recent years. Archbishop
Tutu has announced that he plans to
attend the South African celebration
of his daughter’s union.

The Rev. Mark Michael

(Continued from previous page)

Archbishop Welby: 
‘The Consequences Stand’
Though the Anglican Communion
continues to face deep divisions, the
Anglican Consultative Council closed
its meeting April 19 with a resolve to
walk together.
“Our conversations were enrich-

ing, not embattling,” said the Rt. Rev.
Jane Alexander, Bishop of Edmonton
and an ACC delegate.
“I genuinely felt there was an out-

standing graciousness and generosity
shown on all sides,” said the Most
Rev. Richard Clarke, Archbishop of
the Church of Ireland. “It was a real
victory for the spirit of Anglicanism.”
The conference, meeting under the

theme “Intentional Discipleship in a
World of Difference,” drew together
nearly 80 delegates from 34 of the
Communion’s 37 provinces for 12
days at the Cathedral of the Holy
Cross. Delegates approved a series
of resolutions setting new priorities
for the Anglican Communion in dis-
cipleship training, deepening youth
participation, and working to com-
bat climate change.
The meeting in Lusaka convened

amid disagreement about the Pri-

mates’ Meeting in January. The pri-
mates outlined relational conse-
quences for the Episcopal Church’s
decision to allow marital blessings
for same-sex couples.
Some predicted that delegates

from more liberal provinces would
challenge this recommendation, es-
pecially by electing Episcopalians as
members of the ACC’s standing com-
mittee, in defiance of the primates’
urging that Episcopalians “not be ap-
pointed or elected to an internal
standing committee.”
On April 8, the opening day of the

conference, Archbishop Justin Welby
reported to ACC delegates on the Pri-
mates’ Meeting, urging them to work
cooperatively with the primates for
church unity. After Archbishop
Welby’s report, the Most Rev. Daniel
Deng Bul of South Sudan spoke at
length, urging delegates to indicate
their support for the primates’ deci-
sion to “keep the church together.”
After further discussion in small

groups, Canon Elizabeth Paver, the
ACC’s vice chairwoman, asked dele-
gates to share their “affirmation of

Members of a Zimbabwean choir sing with verve on the final day of the Anglican Consultative
Council’s meeting. Anglican Archives/Flickr photo
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our willingness as a body to walk to-
gether with the primates on these dif-
ficult issues” by applauding. Many
delegates professed themselves con-
fused about whether this gesture was
a direct affirmation of the primates’
decision or a general consent to the
notion of cooperation.
A few days later, though, the Rt.

Rev. Ian Douglas, who was attending
his fourth ACC meeting as a repre-
sentative of the Episcopal Church,
said he would not stand for election
as ACC chairman.
In an open letter to ACC delegates,

Douglas said his decision was based
on a desire to “best facilitate our
walking together in unity as the An-
glican Communion.” The two other
Episcopal Church delegates, the Rev.
Gay Clark Jennings and Canon Ros-
alie Ballentine, decided not to stand
for election as members of the ACC’s
standing committee.
The primates’ decision did not re-

turn again to the ACC’s attention un-
til the penultimate day of the meet-
ing, when delegates considered a
motion proposed by Archbishop
Deng Bul that said the ACC “receives
the report” of the Primates’ Meeting,
and “affirms the commitment of the
Primates of the Anglican Commun-
ion to walk together; and commits to
continue to seek appropriate ways
for the provinces of the Anglican
Communion to walk together with
each other and with the Primates and
other Instruments of Communion.”
Delegates approved the motion

without protest or amendment as
part of the consent agenda. In a sub-
sequent press conference, Arch-
bishop Welby said the ACC’s decision
to receive the report included an af-
firmation of the consequences for the
Episcopal Church outlined by the pri-
mates. “The ACC received my report,
which included those conse-
quences,” the archbishop said. “The
consequences stand.”
Six departing members of the ACC

issued a statement May 6 that dis-
puted Archbishop Welby’s under-
standing.
“In receiving the Archbishop of

Canterbury’s formal report of the Pri-
mates’ Gathering and Meeting,

ACC16 neither endorsed nor af-
firmed the consequences contained
in the Primates’ Communiqué,” they
wrote. “There was no plenary discus-
sion or decision with respect to the
Primates’ Communiqué. From our
perspective there did not seem to be
a common mind on the issue, other
than the clear commitment to avoid
further confrontation and division.
ACC16 did welcome the call for the
Instruments of Communion and the
Provinces to continue to walk to-

gether as they discern the way for-
ward. No consequences were im-
posed by the ACC and neither was
the ACC asked to do so.”
The Most Rev. Josiah Idowu-

Fearon, the Anglican Communion’s
secretary general, said he was
pleased and surprised by how easy it
had been to secure approval from the
ACC for the resolution.
“The surprising thing for me is the

continuity between what the pri-
(Continued on page 38)
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Clergy, seminarians, laypeople, and
church leaders gathered at Virginia
Theological Seminary April 15-16 for
Missional Voices, a conference that
encouraged innovative missions by
the Episcopal Church. About 200 peo-
ple attended, representing 38 states,
69 dioceses, and 11 seminaries.
Organized by VTS students, the

conference attracted missional lead-
ers from across the country, including
the Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers,
canon to the presiding bishop for
evangelism and reconciliation and a
faculty member at General Theologi-
cal Seminary.
“Anybody watching us should see

God’s mission in all that we are and
all that we do,” Spellers said. “There’s
a reason everyone is talking about a
Jesus movement in the Episcopal
Church. Do you feel the movement?
And are you ready to say yes?”
Spellers, author of The Episcopal

Way, stressed that mission may not
be across the ocean but across the
street. She defined missional min-
istry as crossing boundaries — of
building and place, money, assembly,
day of the week, rules and rubrics —
to be part of God’s mission to love
the world into wholeness.
Part of Anglicanism’s charge in be-

coming missional, Spellers added, in-
cludes letting go of its attachment to
the vestiges of the British Empire.
“This is especially true when we

relate to different cultures around us.
This has been our story, but those
days are over,” she said. “We need to
practice being humble and being
open and vulnerable.”
While founding partners of Mis-

sional Voices include institutional
members of the Episcopal Church —
VTS, the Diocese of Virginia, the Dio-
cese of Washington, and the Diocese
of Texas, and the Episcopal Evangel-
ism Society — missions, speakers,
and participants came from humble,

local places.
The conference featured various

local missions, including:
• Southside Abbey in Chattanooga,

Tennessee, which meets in borrowed
space in an art gallery; two-thirds of
its members are homeless
• LaundryLove, which uses Laun-

dromats in California and other
states to help people with financial
and logistical hardships wash their
clothes and find spiritual and social
support
• Fresh Expressions/Praxis Com-

munities in the Diocese of Southern
Ohio, which supports sustainable,
supportive networks still connected
to the established church
• The Abbey, a combination coffee

shop and church founded as a part-
nership between the Diocese of Ala-
bama and St. Luke’s Church in Birm-
ingham
Speakers emphasized that com-

munity-embedded ministries deepen
their own faith.
“We’re trying to make a seamless

garment of mission and service,” the
Rev. Robert Leopold, missioner of
Southside Abbey, told TLC.
He stressed that he learns at least

as much from his mission’s members
as they learn from him. “They have to
depend on God for every meal every
time,” he said. “I feel like I’m being
formed as I am forming.”
Leopold received a lesson in how

his ministry is spreading Jesus’ mes-
sage of forgiveness when one of his
parishioners, who sleeps under a
bridge, was beaten by other home-
less men who stole his few belong-
ings. At Southside Abbey, Leopold
asked the beaten man who his as-
sailants were. “I felt like a papa bear
and wanted to defend him,” the pas-
tor said. But the beaten homeless
man declined to name his attackers,
who were at Southside Abbey at the
time. He told Leopold, “They need Je-
sus, too.”
“This is the modern-day foot wash-

ing,” said Christian Kassoff, a coach
for LaundryLove. “It’s not symbolism,
it’s real-world.”
When Kassoff first entered the

Episcopal Church, he wondered why
it was not doing more as an army of
good. He said his eyes were opened
to the transformative spiritual bene-
fits of LaundryLove, which now has
more than 200 registered ministries,

Missional Voices: Ministry on the Block

Participants in Missional Voices take notes during a session. Curtis Prather/VTs photo
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when a homeless man said to him,
“If I had clean clothes I think people
would treat me like a human being.”
Kassoff has seen LaundryLove ex-

pand to provide home-cooked meals,
haircuts, groceries, and some social
services. He now fields calls about
LaundryLove from Episcopal
churches across the country. “It’s
about being a good neighbor; it’s
about loving your neighbor,” he said.
The Rev. Jane Gerdsen, missioner

for Fresh Expressions/Praxis Com-
munities, said she was inspired by a
man in Ohio who had survived the
genocide in Rwanda. He knocked on
her door one day and subsequently
took her into the homes of people
she did not know and introduced her.
Noting that mission happens when
God breaks in and introduces
strangers, she said, “It was literally
like a new world for me. … Perhaps
the greatest need is for a baptism of
the imagination about forms of
church.”
Like the missions and ministries

featured at the conference, Missional

Voices grew from a humble, nontra-
ditional beginning: a conversation be-
tween VTS students Alan Bentrup
and Christian Anderson. The stu-
dents started discussing the spiritual
power of innovative, nontraditional
ministries last summer. This interest,
along with their wide-ranging discus-
sions on changes in the Episcopal
Church, blossomed into Missional
Voices. The conference soon fol-
lowed.
“VTS has recognized a need for fur-

ther formation around missional en-
deavors and is working hard to pro-
vide that,” said Bentrup, who
graduates in May with a concentra-
tion in new mission practices. “I
think it says something positive
about VTS and our formation here
that this was the place where this
conference began. This school rec-
ognized students who had an interest
in this are  and was supportive in
helping to launch a new endeavor.”
The Rt. Rev. Katharine Jefferts

Schori, 26th presiding bishop, served
as chaplain. Asked what she hopes to

see emerge from the conference,
Bishop Jefferts Schori said: “That
what they’re thinking about and talk-
ing about might infect the wider
church to the glory of God.”

(Continued on next page)
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Conference participants said they
were there to learn, grow, and be in-
spired.
“I’m here to see how the Spirit is

moving in the church and the world.
… I’m here to get energized,” said Ju-
lia Khan, a student at Union Theo-
logical Seminary.
Steve Lane, a student at Bexley

Seabury Seminary, said he had been
inspired by a course and a book by
Spellers and hoped to start a mission
church in the Diocese of Buffalo.
The Very Rev. Mark Strobel, dean

of Gethsemane Cathedral in Fargo,
North Dakota, said, “There is a need
for congregations in our diocese to
engage with their communities. They
can’t assume that people will find
them.” He said that the churches of
Fargo, which on any given night has
600-800 homeless people, see part of
their missional calling as providing
emergency shelter in the area’s bitter
winters.
“We’re trying to become more mis-

sional in the Diocese of Vermont,”
said Jonathan Chaffee, a retired pub-
lic housing specialist who worships
at St. Paul’s Church in White River
Junction. “I’m on a committee trying
to figure this out.”
Chaffee sought ways to involve lo-

cal churches in missional work. “I
thought I might get some tips,” he said.
The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley is

priest-in-charge of eight congrega-
tions through Rosebud Episcopal
Mission in South Dakota.
“We try to provide hope,” she said.

“There’s not a lot of trust that hope is
possible. … We actually live mission
every day, because that’s the only
way you survive on a [reservation].”
Stanley said she attended the con-

ference to “gain an expanded under-
standing that mission is the purpose
of our lives.”
A 2017 Missional Voices is being

planned for April 21-22 at VTS. One
of the invited keynote speakers is
Brian McLaren, author of Finding
Our Way Again.

Peggy Eastman 

A Lost Boy
no More
“Somebody who doesn’t know Jesus
can accept doing violence,” said the
Rev. John Chol Daau of South Sudan
during an address and discussion at
the Institute on Religion & Democ-
racy April 20 in Washington, D.C.
For that reason, his top priority is

to empower trained Christian lead-
ers in his country, an area that has
been battered by jihad, civil war, vio-
lence, and murder for decades. Daau,
an Anglican priest in the Episcopal
Church of South Sudan and Sudan, is
a former “Lost Boy of Sudan,” a term
used by aid workers for boys dis-
placed or orphaned during the sec-
ond Sudanese Civil War (1983-2005).
Anglican leaders in the West must

understand the urgency of his appeal,
Daau said: “Discipleship is needed;
training is needed.” He stressed that
both contributions and missionaries
would help South Sudan, which
gained its independence on July 9,
2011, become a strong, stable nation
with Christian values.
Daau was one of an estimated

20,000 boys of the Dinka and Nuer
ethnic groups who fled into the
forests of rural southern Sudan and

news | May 22, 2016
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survived the harrowing trek through
Ethiopia into refugee camps in
Kenya. Living in the forest, an esti-
mated initial group of 60,000 children
went without food and water for
days, drinking their own urine and
eating plants and roots. Some died
from eating poisonous roots. Many
of this original group perished before
they reached Kenya. Daau recounts
this journey in God’s Refugee, which
he wrote with Lilly Sanders Ubbens.
“We would run carrying nothing

but our Bibles,” he said. “We would
run carrying nothing but our crosses.”
Asked by TLC what sustained him

during his journey, Daau said, “We
knew that any day we could die. We
were very clear that life with Jesus
was the most important thing.” Hope
from the gospel message of life ever-
lasting sustained him through the
threats of anxiety, exhaustion, and
starvation.
Ordained in 2004 in Kenya, he stud-

ied at Daystar University in Nairobi,
and subsequently at Trinity School of
Ministry. Today he is part of the arch-
bishop’s task force to bring healing,
forgiveness, and reconciliation in
South Sudan. He founded the Good
Shepherd Foundation in South Su-
dan, which includes Good Shepherd
Academy for children ages 3-14,
Good Shepherd College and Semi-
nary, and Good Shepherd Leadership
Training Center. He also founded The
Christian Times, the first Christian
newspaper in South Sudan.
Conflict in Sudan between the

northern region, which is primarily
Muslim, and the southern region,
which is primarily Christian, has raged
for decades. Today South Sudan has
one of the weakest economies in the
world, with soaring prices for food
and fuel. Only 27 percent of its peo-
ple can read or write (illiteracy is
higher among women) and the mor-
tality rate is high, with few people liv-
ing beyond age 50.
“A lot of people are armed; a lot of

people are getting guns,” he said.
But Daau is encouraged by his

trust in Jesus. He said that at his birth
his uncle, a Christian leader in his vil-
lage of Baping, had prophesied the
infant would be Chol Makeyn, “a true

compensator for his people.”
“There is a lot of hope for us in

South Sudan,” Daau said. He noted
that the government recently bought
a number of tractors to distribute
across the country to jump-start
farming. “To me, that means a lot.”
He is hopeful that people displaced

from their villages will return to their
homes and resume farming, helping
South Sudan become a more stable
country with sustainable sources of
food.

Peggy Eastman

TLC Wins 7 Awards
THE LIVING CHURCH won seven awards
from the Associated Church Press
(ACP) and the Evangelical Press As-
sociation (EPA), professional organi-
zations of ecumenical church commu-
nicators that recognize achievement
in Christian reporting, editing, mar-
keting, and design. Both organizations
announced the awards at their annual
conventions in April.
“Stopping Human Traffic,” written

by G. Jeffrey MacDonald, received
the ACP’s Award of Excellence
among long-format magazine feature
articles. MacDonald’s article profiled
several Episcopal and Anglican or-
ganizations working to reduce hu-
man trafficking and help build new
lives for victims of trafficking.
MacDonald won first place from

the EPA among personality articles
for “Go to Galilee,” an in-depth pro-
file of Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry.
The other awards include:
• “Drawing Hope from Pope Fran-

cis,” “Pope Buoys Environmental-
ists,” “Anticipation for Pope Francis,”
“Destination: Papal Mass,” all by
MacDonald (third place, article se-
ries, EPA)
• “Gospel as Counter-narrative”

MacDonald’s interview with the
Archbishop of Canterbury (fourth
place, interview, EPA)
• “The Mantel Version,” a review of

the PBS series Wolf Hall by John
Martin (honorable mention, ACP)

(Continued on next page)
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• “Self-Control: The Neglected
Fruit of the Spirit” by the Rt. Rev.
Matthew A. Gunter (fourth place,
biblical exposition, EPA)

Bishop Jefferts Schori
Will Join CDSP
Former Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori has been appointed
the third St. Margaret’s Visiting Pro-
fessor of Women in Ministry at
Church Divinity School of the Pa-
cific, the Very Rev. W. Mark Richard-
son, the seminary’s dean and presi-
dent, announced April 21.
Jefferts Schori, who has a doctor-

ate in oceanography, will teach a
course in the fall semester on the role
of religious leaders in public conver-
sation about issues including scien-
tific discovery, technological devel-
opment, artistic creativity, and public
policy.
“We’ll consider how to encourage

constructive and elevated public dia-
logue that is at once civil and earnest,
evangelical and thoughtfully critical,
and energetically focused on a vision
of the beloved community, God’s
peaceable kindom of all creation,”
she said.
Jefferts Schori received her Master

of Divinity from CDSP in 1994.

Bishop Andrews
to Lead Wycliffe
The Rt. Rev. Stephen Andrews,
Bishop of Algoma in Ontario since
2009, has been appointed 10th prin-
cipal of Wycliffe College at the Uni-
versity of Toronto.
Bishop Andrews has worked in

ministry, theological scholarship, and
higher education for more than 30
years. He earned his Master of Divin-
ity at Wycliffe College and holds a
Doctor of Philosophy from Cam-
bridge University.
“I am honored to be associated

with one of North America’s premier

theological colleges,” Andrews said.
“And I am grateful for the chance to
work with such an outstanding board,
faculty, and staff in a mission to serve
the Church by preparing leaders who
are godly, learned, and able.”
“I have a heart for theological edu-

cation and a deep desire to see the
Church grow in godly discipleship,”
he added. “My ambition is to see
Wycliffe play a vital role in promoting
and resourcing these things at a time
when, both locally and globally, the
Church needs leaders capable of
making Christ real to a spiritually
hungry and confused world. Under
my watch, I pray that the college will
live up to its calling to be a ‘seminary’
— a place of planting, nurture,
growth, rootedness, �reproduction,
and formation — as it undertakes the
work of scholarship both within and
for the Church.”
Bishop Andrews serves on the Liv-

ing Church Foundation.

news | May 22, 2016

(Continued from previous page)

Alpha Reboots: Alpha, which has
reached 29 million people in 170
countries, has been revamped for the
digital age. Alpha began in 1977 as a
10-week basic Christianity course at
Holy Trinity Brompton (HTB) in Lon-
don’s West End. When the Rev. Nicky
Gumbel took over its development in
1991 there were just four courses
running. He refined it and it began to
be taken up beyond HTB.
The revamped Alpha takes the

form of documentary-style films re-
placing straight-to-camera talks. The
Alpha film series, funded by dona-
tions from across the world, is pre-
sented by Church of England clergy-
man Toby Flint and CBBC TV
presenter Gemma Hunt. In all, 16
films deal with such topics as Jesus’
identity, how people can have faith,
and the meaning of prayer. There are
stories and interviews from around
the world, including Canada, Hong
Kong, and Chile.
Contributors include adventurer

Global News
Edited by John Martin 
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Bear Grylls, Cardinal Christoph
Schönborn of Vienna, and Jose Hen-
riquez Gonzalez, one of 33 miners
trapped for 69 days at the San Jose
mine in Chile.
There are plans to release versions

in Spanish, Arabic, Mandarin, and
Hindi layer this year. The course has
become more ecumenical, being
hosted in Anglican, Presbyterian,
Lutheran, Baptist, Pentecostal, Or-
thodox, Roman Catholic, and new
British churches.
Says Tricia Neill, president of Alpha

International: “The new Alpha Film
Series has the potential to reach mil-
lions worldwide with the message of
God’s transforming love and grace.”

Parliament vs. Islamic State:
British MPs have voted unanimously
to identify Islamic State violence
against ethnic and religious minori-
ties in Syria and Iraq as genocide, re-
ports the Thompson Reuters agency.
MPs are urging the government to do
more to bring the terrorists to justice.
Before this vote the U.K. govern-

ment has been reluctant to so de-
scribe violence perpetrated by Islamic
State, claiming it was a matter for an
international court. Under the statutes
governing the International Criminal
Court, it must be asked to act.
The parliamentary motion also

called on the British government to
ask the U.N. Security Council imme-
diately to give the International Crim-
inal Court jurisdiction over the issue
“so that perpetrators can be brought
to justice.”
“It is about doing justice and about

seeing justice being done,” said MP
Fiona Bruce, who moved the motion.

Praying for Evangelism: The arch-
bishops of Canterbury and York are
inviting churches in England to pray
for the evangelization of the nation in
the week leading up to Pentecost. In a
letter sent to every priest in the
Church of England, they say they want
“to see a great wave of prayer across
our land” between May 8 and 15.
The archbishops wrote: “At the

heart of our prayers will be words Je-
sus taught us — ‘Thy kingdom come,

(Continued on next page)
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thy will be done.’ It is impossible to
overstate the transforming power of
the Lord’s Prayer. It is a prayer that is
reassuring enough to be on the lips of
the dying and yet dangerous enough
to be banned in cinemas. It is famous
enough to be spoken each day by bil-
lions in hundreds of languages and
yet intimate enough to draw us ever
closer into friendship with Jesus
Christ. It is simple enough to be
memorized by small children and yet
profound enough to sustain a whole
lifetime of prayer.”

Church, Shares, and Climate
Change: Churches are learning how
to use their power as shareholders.
Oil giant ExxonMobil has been
forced to hear a motion regarding cli-
mate change at its May 12 Annual
General Meeting. Prime movers in
the action are the Church Commis-
sioners for England and Thomas P.
DiNapoli as a trustee of New York’s
state retirement fund.
The resolution asks ExxonMobil to

disclose how resilient its portfolio and
strategy would be if policy measures
decreased global warming by 2 de-
grees, as agreed in Paris last Decem-
ber. Up to 30 institutional sharehold-
ers with more than $6 trillion of assets
under management have declared
that they will support the proposal.
Last month ExxonMobil tried to

have the motion struck down by the
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion. Its major peers in the oil indus-
try, BP and Shell, have already agreed
to similar climate-change motions.
The Church Commissioners man-

age the funds of the Church of Eng-
land: £6.7 billion in a diverse portfo-
lio that includes shares, real estate,
and alternative investment strategies.
The current return on investments is
over 5 percent.
“We are delighted with the scale of

support this resolution has received
so far,” said Edward Mason, head of
responsible investment for the Church
Commissioners. He added that the de-
velopment was “part of a wider trend
following the Paris agreement.”

Global News
(Continued from previous page)
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As spring arrives in Maryland, the
Episcopal faithful are testing the

soil to see if a new type of church
plant can take root in a diocese that
has not raised up a new congregation
in more than 30 years.
When St. Hilda’s Church in

Catonsville launched its first services
on Maundy Thursday (March 24), it
was not alone on the former site of
St. Timothy’s Church, which left in
2013 to become a Roman Catholic
parish.
St. Hilda’s will share both its facil-

ity and its vicar, the Rev. Jason Pol-
ing, with New Hope Community
Church, an independent evangelical
congregation that Poling founded in
2003. The unique arrangement aims
to give St. Hilda’s a running start by
leveraging the know-how and infra-
structure of New Hope, which draws
60 adults and 40 children on an aver-
age Sunday.
“Who better to put in to plant a de-

nominational start-up than some-
body who’s already done it some-

place?” said the Rev. Canon Daniel
Webster, canon for evangelism and
ministry development in the Diocese
of Maryland.
This experiment in church plant-

ing traces to the relationship be-
tween the Rt. Rev. Eugene Sutton,
Bishop of Maryland, and Poling, who
met Sutton at an Easter vigil in 2010.
At the time, Poling mentioned how
he had a strong interest in ecu-
menism and the Anglican tradition.
The two stayed in conversation, won-
dering if God might someday open a
door for mutual ministry.
Such a door began to swing open

in 2013 when St. Timothy’s left its for-
mer home. Bishop Sutton told Poling
about his hopes for a new church on
the site and broached the prospect
of involving Poling and New Hope.
Poling regards himself as an “unre-
constructed evangelical” with more
conservative beliefs than those of
many Episcopalians, but he felt wel-
comed in the Episcopal Church
nonetheless.

“It was an intriguing idea,” Poling
said, “the idea that we could link
arms and the diocese and our little
church could work together to do
something useful in building the
kingdom together without either of
us compromising on who we
are.”
In 2014, Sutton and Poling

made a decision: the diocese
would send Poling to Gen-
eral Theological Seminary
for a one-year, Master of Sa-
cred Theology degree that
would teach him Anglican
background, plus liturgical
and polity training that he would
need. He graduated in 2015, ready to
be a priest and plant an Episcopal
church alongside New Hope.
“In the Episcopal Church, it’s not

part of our current ethos to plant
churches,” Webster said. “You find,
in several places, bishops reaching
out to former evangelicals, former
nondenominational pastors or mem-
bers, and sending them off to semi-
nary. That’s where I think the Epis-
copal Church is going to find the
evangelism part that has been miss-
ing for nearly a century.”
By sharing a priest and facility

with New Hope, St. Hilda’s will not
have to build its operations from
scratch. New Hope’s praise band, for
instance, will play contemporary mu-
sic not only for its 9:30 service but
also for St. Hilda’s Rite II Eucharist at
11. The congregations are ready for
everything from youth ministry to
coffee and donuts. Poling will preach
the same sermon at the 9:30 and 11
am services, as well as at St. Hilda’s
Rite I Eucharist at 8 a.m.
“Our goal is for the two congrega-

tions to partner in ministry as much
as we can,” Poling said.
How New Hope and St. Hilda’s will

work together in specific ministries
remains to be worked out. But hopes
are high for them to collaborate in
local mission outreach, Bible study
and other areas.
“This is really an ecclesiological

experiment,” Poling said.
G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Two 
Churches,

One Site
The Rev. Jason Poling,
an evangelical pastor,
is also a priest of the

Diocese of Maryland.

Poling
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— TwEnTy MInUTEs wITh RowAn wILLIAMs — 

‘God’s Truth will survive’
The Rt. Rev. Rowan Douglas Williams, Baron Williams of
Oystermouth in the City and County of Swansea, has served as
master of Magdalene College at the University of Cambridge
since 2013. He was Archbishop of Canterbury from 2002 to
2012. The Rev. Andrew Petiprin interviewed Baron Williams
in Miami, where he preached at the institution of the Rt. Rev.
Peter Eaton as Bishop of Southeast Florida.

on his time as a bishop: “standing in front of a congregation, confirmation candidates of 12 or 13 years old, or — for
goodness sake — doing a religious assembly in an elementary school, then you discover what you know and you don’t.”          

Blake sawicky photos
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You have a new book out called Meeting God in
Paul.
Well, like a number of my other recent little books, it’s
really based on a series of lectures given at Canterbury
Cathedral in Holy Week. Part of my discipline in Can-
terbury was to give a series of public talks every Holy
Week on some subject central to the faith and invite
anybody and everybody to come. So I did, I think it
was the last year, a brief introduction to Paul. And I
was tempted originally to call it Paul, But Don’t Panic,
because people have very strange ideas about St. Paul.
They think that he’s the man who sent Christianity off
on the wrong track, that he’s the man who invented the
idea that sex is bad for you, that he hated women. You
know, everything.
And I wanted to give a very brief orientation to what

I think matters about Paul. So I began with a little sur-
vey of his social world: a very, very stratified, very di-
vided world, in which you were either an insider or an
outsider. You were either a citizen or a slave (not quite
as stark as that). And Paul is saying, “What if there
were a completely different kind of human community
centered around Jesus Christ in which everybody was
a citizen, especially the ones who are the outsiders of
the present order?” So at the beginning of 1 Corinthi-
ans he reminds his audience (not many of them were
real insiders, not many of them had status) and in the
great little letter to Philemon, he is talking about how
belonging together in the body of Christ doesn’t im-
mediately abolish but does override that traditional
gulf between the owner and the owned. And although
it takes a long time for the Church to catch up, that
eventually deals with the problem of slavery centuries
later. So, that’s where I start, and then looking at how
particularly the events around Jesus’ death and resur-
rection, the belief in being in Jesus and his Spirit being
in you, reshapes the whole sense of human life. So, it’s
a ridiculously short book, because my great friend
Tom Wright has of course just written a book on Paul,
which is about 30,000 pages longer. I’m a bit embar-
rassed, but you know, somebody’s got to do a bit of
boiling down.

In the introduction you wrote that Paul “was ex-
ploring a new country — as fertile, beautiful, ex-
hilarating, above all as real and tangible in its
working, as any that a sixteenth-century sailor
might have run across in his voyages of discov-
ery.” I loved your book of lectures on Lewis and
the Chronicles of Narnia, and I got the same
sense. You rehabilitated Lewis by reminding us to
come into a world that he is creating that gives us

the sense of what it feels like to belong to God.
Yes, that’s right. I think what we always have to be
striving for in communicating the faith is that sense of
being in a world, in a whole environment; so not just
something where we tick off the propositions, but
something which changes the light on everything. And
the image I’ve used again and again and again, boringly
often, is the light changing on a landscape. Everything
looks different. And when we tie ourselves down to
this or that bit of agenda within the Church, we always
rather risk that sense of the new creation, the great
scope of the new creation. And that’s why for the
Lewis book the phrase that kept coming back to me
was a phrase he uses about “a mouthwash for the
imagination,” about a whole imagination, a whole vi-
sion rinsed by something cleansing and refreshing.

I gather you have a book coming out on Augus-
tine. He’s someone else who needs perhaps a bit
of rehabilitating.
And fortunately it is happening, because in the last 15
years scholarly study of Augustine has flourished in
the most amazing way, and much more, I think, atten-
tively in respect of what he actually says than before.
Again, Augustine has been blamed for everything that
has gone wrong with Western Christianity. And the
only answer is “Well, read him. Read him.” And what’s
extraordinary about Augustine is the number of regis-
ters in which he works. He can give you highly com-
plex conceptual analysis in his book On the Trinity,
he can give you this impassioned, poetic autobiogra-
phy in the Confessions, and the sermons, which are
colloquial, direct, and jokey and — even one passage
in one of the sermons where he says, literally, “It’s get-
ting a bit smelly in here. I must have been preaching
for a long time.” It’s a Mediterranean church with the
crowd packed in, people sweating profusely — and it’s
that human diversity of his voice that fascinates me.

He was doing this incredible theology while a
country bishop.
While a country bishop, exactly. Every morning he’s
got to go to his tribunal and he’s got to sort out what
we would now, I suppose, regard as legal aid cases.
You know, poor people coming to get the bishop’s
judgment on various things. He’s got to keep up this
vast correspondence, some of it with very problematic
political figures, as well as other bishops. He organizes
the life of his own little religious community and is in
effect the superior of a small monastery. He travels,
sometimes at risk. We know of at least one incident
where he narrowly avoided an ambush that could have

(Continued on next page)
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been fatal. And in the middle of all that, he writes De
Trinitate. How?

Have you found yourself identifying with him? It
seems to me you have a similar ministry.
It’s kind of you to say so. I’m well down on the foothills
of that immense mountain where Augustine is near the
top. But there are things I recognize in common. I rec-
ognize, I suppose, the need to go on trying to bridge
that potential gap between theologizing and commu-
nicating at the level of any and every congregation. It
was one of the things that was one of the great graces
for me about being a bishop. Having been a university
teacher and seminary teacher for quite a lot of my
ministry — of course I’ve always done parochial work
as well — but suddenly when I became a bishop, every
week I would be in a different congregation trying to
make theological sense to them, and I felt it was one of
those not entirely welcome graces that pushed me to
think harder. Because philosophers are quite right: if
you understand it, you ought to be able to express it.
If you can’t understand it, then either it is inexpress-
ible, which is fine (say that, come clean), or you
haven’t really understood it. You’re bluffing. So, stand-
ing in front of a congregation, confirmation candidates
of 12 or 13 years old, or — for goodness sake — doing
a religious assembly in an elementary school, then you
discover what you know and you don’t.

So it makes you a better theologian?
I think it does at the end of the day. It really does. You
just have to go on asking, Well, why does this matter
now? How does it matter? And here are people on the
edge of new commitments, especially young people,
new discoveries. Why should it matter to them?

You wrote an essay that I have really appreciated
on Augustine’s Christology for a festschrift for
Brian Daley. Are you exploring that further?
Well, the essay is in there, actually. It’s a collection of
essays which I’ve put together, and then I’ve written
some connecting passages for. I’ve been writing bits
and pieces on Augustine for the best part of 30 years,
and it seemed the time to try and knock them into
some sort of shape.
But, of course, a lot has moved on in scholarship, so

what I’ve done is to include a dozen or so of these es-
says and then write a little essay in between to say,
“This is why people thought the preceding essay was
wrong. Or this is what somebody else has now said

about it, and this is how I connect to the next one.” So,
it moves from looking at the Confessions, Augustine’s
sense of the self, Augustine’s creation of the idea of a
self, the role of memory, the role of a particular kind of
historical self-awareness, moving then into what he
says about creation, about evil, trying to disentangle
some of the confusions and distortions that there have
been of his thinking, reflecting on his Christology cer-
tainly, and the enormous importance for his doctrine
of Christ of his reading of the Psalms. I remember
reading Augustine on the Psalms in my middle 20s, I
suppose, when I was first teaching the history of Chris-
tian spirituality, and being completely bowled over by
the Psalm sermons. Because, and they are at times a
bit rambling, but the golden thread is the sense that the
Psalms are spoken by Christ. They are spoken by the
head on behalf of the body. 
So the outpourings of praise, the outpourings of

protest, all of these are Christ taking real human lan-
guage to himself — as it were, saying to the whole hu-
man race, “Whatever you’re feeling, whatever you
want to say, I will say it for you to God the Father. And
by saying it for you to God the Father, I’ll open the
doors for it to be healed and ordered.” That hangs to-
gether the whole of that tremendous series of dis-
courses, so I’ve got a bit about that. And then some
slightly complicated stuff about the Trinity, trying
again to disentangle, and a final more recent essay on
what Augustine means by love. Because, again, I feel
not everybody has quite got what that’s about. I took
up a recent critical account of Augustine on love and
tried to say a bit.

You write that Wisdom is the underlying engine
of the two natures of Christ. You are in the midst
of giving a series of lectures right now that seem
to be about Christology. It seemed you were mak-
ing a similar point about Aquinas as well.
Well, interesting you should spot that, because I think
that is what I am after in this series. What might we
now mean by calling Christ the Wisdom of God? And
part of the answer — not the whole thing, but part of
it, I think — is Christ is the model creature, just as he
is the perfect creator. In Jesus Christ, everything that
creation is meant to be and do is somehow drawn to-
gether, as Paul says in Colossians, “in him all things
hold together.” And that’s the underlying theme of
these lectures. And that’s why — and I’ve been trying
to argue this with Aquinas but also with Calvin, who is
a brilliant, brilliant Christological thinker — that’s why

— TwEnTy MInUTEs wITh RowAn wILLIAMs —
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there’s no competition between being divine and being
human. This to me is the key for so much.
When I was a lad [laughs], when I was first doing

theology, there were so many theologians saying,
“Well, you know, classical Christian doctrine is all
about a contradiction. You can’t be God and human.”
And the more I looked at it, the more it seemed to me
this was a complete misreading of what Tradition was
claiming, which is not that in this human individual
there are two comparable kinds of being going on at
once, but that in this human being that kind of Being
which is the maker of all things, and therefore not at
all competing for space with anything he had created,
is suffusing and soaking through the particular human
— the human particularity — that is Jesus, and, as it
were, welling up from within, because the Wisdom of
God is that which sustains the whole world. And the
Wisdom of God so comes to a head, comes to a focus
in the life and death and resurrection of Jesus, that it
releases something for the whole creation (Rom. 8).
When it is released in Christ something is released in
us as the Spirit is given. The trap is sprung. The chains

of sin and self-destruction fall away, and we become
able in relation to Christ to exercise our humanity to
the full. When we exercise our humanity to the full —
lovingly, unselfishly, in praise and glorification — the
whole creation comes into order.

In the essay you used the expression “embrace
our creatureliness.” Is that what you’re getting
at?
Yes, because of course part of being sprung from the
trap is sprung from the trap of the illusion that we are
really God. And Jesus, I think, says if you want to be di-
vine, stop wanting to be divine. If you want to have the
joy and the liberty that is God’s, then don’t think of it
(Phil. 2) as something to be snatched at, something to
be grabbed from the clinging hands of a resentful God
who doesn’t want to give it to you. Be human. That’s
how you get to be in tune with the divine. If you think,
“I must struggle to be divine. I must struggle to be in
control of everything, to be immortal, to be invulnera-
ble, I must do it by trampling down my humanity,”
that’s completely the opposite of what the New Testa-

 

(Continued on next page)
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Rowan williams: “I’m well down on the foothills of that immense mountain where Augustine is near the top.”
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ment says. And unfortunately that kind of spirit is ram-
pant in much of our culture.

Something like orthodox Christology translates
into better human flourishing than any other al-
ternative.
Well, surprise, surprise! If what we say in the Nicene
Creed happens to be true, then the universe is like
that. And if we believe other things, we’re just pushing
against the grain of reality.

Your essay “Incarnation and the Renewal of
Christian Community” seems to have bled into so
much of what you’ve done, so much of Anglican
theology, really: the Windsor Report, the
Covenant. Has the moment passed for that, or is
that still something that we can champion and be
excited about?
I hope we can. I think writing that essay was a very
good instance of being careful what you say because
God might hold you to it. I wrote an essay on bishops’
ministry years ago, long before I was a bishop, and the
Lord had his revenge.

So you wrote that and God made you try to put it
into action.
“Hmm … that’s interesting. Now let’s see you do it.”
Yes, I suppose what I’m after here is something like
this. Occasionally people say, “You must be some kind
of relativist.” And I’m a bit surprised by that, because
I’ve never thought of myself as that. And I believe that
the truth is the truth. The universe is the way it is and
God is the way God is. But that’s very different, I think,
from saying, “And we can sort that out, you know, the
two of us here and now for good, and let everybody
else know.”
I think what we see in the New Testament is at least

two features which ought to make us pause when
thinking about the Church. One is, rather basically,
there are four Gospels. No one evangelist’s perspective
on Christ tells you everything. Matthew needs Mark.
Mark needs Luke. They all need John. And that great
Synoptics and John contrast is quite a significant the-
ological gulf in a way. And we’ve, in the last hundred
years, I suppose, discovered more and more how
much the particular theology of each evangelist shapes
the storytelling. And sometimes that’s led to, you
know, Jesus Seminar stuff, where all these writers in
the New Testament have completely different theolo-
gies. I don’t think it’s that at all. I think it’s that the com-

munities evolving around the liturgical recollection of
Jesus in those first decades are growing communities,
curious communities. They want to understand more.
And therefore they are hospitable to quite a wide vari-
ety of texts used alongside each other, as if recogniz-
ing that any one won’t get all of it. 
Now, there are points certainly in the second Chris-

tian century where what we would now call the
Catholic Church generally says, “Actually, you know,
there are some texts that are eroding our common
language, not building it up.” You have the sifting
process of getting rid of the Gospel of Philip or the
Revelations of Bartholomew, saying at the end of the
day, that’s not what we’re talking about. But what’s re-
markable is this process by which so much stays in!
Think how tempting it must have been in the second
century to say, “Let’s just have one Gospel.” And you
have, in fact, the Diatessaron of Tatian as an attempt
to say, “Here’s the one text.” But the wisdom of the
body of Christ generally says, “You know, we need
more.” So that’s one dimension: the four Gospels. This
is a figure we see from different perspectives; and at
the end of John’s Gospel, if I try to write down every-
thing, the world wouldn’t hold it.
And then you have Paul, struggling with his frac-

tious, diverse, and rebellious communities, and exer-
cising discipline at times (you know, the man living
with his stepmother: you know what to do about that).
But short of that, you have this extraordinary discus-
sion both in Romans and 1 Corinthians about food
laws and practices. And Paul is saying, “I’m sure you’re
very convinced. Fine. Now then, how is your behavior
actually going to make the other person more of an
adult and free child of God? There’s your agenda.” As
if to say, if you’ve got it all right on your own terms,
that’s only the beginning in the life of the Church; be-
cause the flourishing, the well-being of that other dis-
ciple, is your business. And without that other disciple,
you will actually not be the disciple you’re meant to be.
So, I think both the perspectival issue about a vision

in the Gospels and the issue about relation in Paul —
those are ways into thinking about what I’ve some-
times summarized in the old phrase “the whole Church
knows the whole Truth,” which doesn’t at all, I think,
reduce to the idea that every view is as valid as every
other view or there’s no reason for churches to be di-
vided. It just gives us, I think, the big picture in which
we’re trying to make churches look less divided and
feel less oppositional. And it’s work. You know, it’s
real labor, and grueling and crushing labor sometimes.

(Continued from previous page)
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You wrote a short piece in the Evening Standard
defending the Lord’s Prayer ad. Do you think that
that was a meaningful moment in the public
square to champion faith?
Yes, I think so. Getting this right is almost impossible,
and I don’t think I’ve got a very good record on that.
Frankly, I haven’t always judged it at all well. But cer-
tainly in the U.K. there is enough residual awareness of
Christian faith to make it worth building on from time
to time. And challenging a narrative that can so easily
get a grip: a narrative that faith is either dying or bad
for you or irrelevant or all of those. One thing that fas-
cinates me really is how some secularists will vehe-
mently say faith is the most terrible, appalling, anti-hu-
man thing imaginable, it’s got to be crushed and
excluded as much as possible — and it’s dying out!
Well, if it’s dying out, then just relax and let it happen.

It seemed to me what you were saying in the
Evening Standard piece was that everything else
— all of the other advertisements at the cinema
— are seeking to shape you in some particular
way. And so why in the world shouldn’t Christians
offer some alternative and leave it to the market
to decide?
Alas, that has something to do with this excessive sen-
sitivity to giving offense these days. Now, I’m actually
very concerned about offensive language. I think we
are in many ways more careless and more uncivil in
society than we were a while ago, yet I think if we al-
low that always to determine things we just view peo-
ple as somehow unintelligent and unfree. So yes, I did
want in that little piece to say that in the public square
all sorts of forces, all kinds of people are competing
for your loyalty and your attention, competing for your
desires. If you say the only desires, intentions, and at-
tentions that matter are about motorbikes and hair-
spray, you’re saying something very distinctive and ac-
tually rather depressing about the human world. What
if there were more important things to argue about?
And that’s why I’ve sometimes said that what I’d like to
see in public is what I call “argumentative pluralism”:
not just mutual tolerance, but engagement, civil en-
gagement, a real, careful, thoughtful, respectful en-
gagement, so that I don’t want to see privilege and
dominance for a religious worldview in the public
square but I do want to see what visibility there is for
it. I had a very interesting conversation many years
ago with Cardinal Christoph Schönborn, Archbishop

of Vienna — a wonderful theologian, and not only a
wonderful theologian but a delightful and very godly
man — and that’s the formula we both finally agreed
on: that what we were concerned about was simply
visibility of the Christian faith in the marketplace.

Now that you’re back in the academy full time, do
you find that the discourse has shifted there as
well? Here in the States we’ve had several high-
profile things blow up over the last couple of
years that are rooted in this very question of
whether we are actually intolerant of a public
discourse that is potentially dangerous but may
be really good and life-giving.
Yes, I have some concern, not so much for how the law
works (I think in Britain the law actually, in spite of
what some say, protects religion effectively), but
there’s a sort of professional culture which is more and
more jumpy about this. And I’ve seen it in attitudes, for
example, towards health-care chaplaincy and in some
universities (not in ours, fortunately) to student chap-
laincy. And I quoted in that little Evening Standard
piece a story told to me by one of my friends, that uni-
versity chaplains had been told not to express any
opinions. And that sort of hyper-anxious, bureaucratic
narrowness has taken over a good deal more of pro-
fessional life than I’d like.
That being said, I find talking to young people — my

own students and others — about faith no more diffi-
cult than it was 30 years ago. You can take less for
granted in some ways, but equally that means that
some of what you want to say about faith will come
across as fresh. People won’t yet know what to dis-
agree with. And I do quite a bit of speaking to schools
— sixth forms, high-school groups, and so on — and
always find there’s a serious and thoughtful engage-
ment and willingness to argue responsibly. So I don’t
despair. I think the Church in our country is in for a dif-
ficult time. We are in some areas more at odds with the
culture than we used to be. Numerically and finan-
cially we’re not ideally where we’d like to be. And yet,
the sheer figure of congregation after congregation at
the parochial level makes me feel that the future is not
to be despaired of — quite apart from the theological
conviction, which is that God’s truth will survive.

The Rev. Andrew Petiprin is rector of St. Mary of the
Angels Church in Orlando, Florida.
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It only took a week or two of Mr. Holder’s Europeanhistory class for me to see that this teacher was some-
thing special. His fast-paced lectures traced coherent

threads through jumbles of names and dates. He was a
master of the telling quotation and the witty aside. He
even arrived to class in costume a few times. I was en-
tranced, convinced of some deep kinship with this man,
as he was connected to so much that was most important
to me. And that was before I learned he was a priest.
He came to class one day in a

black suit and clerical collar. He
would be leaving after lunch, he ex-
plained. One of his parishioners
had died, and he needed to offici-
ate at the funeral. Aha! A priest. So
that was why we had spent two
whole days on the English Refor-
mation. He served at St. Luke’s in
Brownsville, he explained, and
some of the others nodded, know-
ing more than me. It was a little
church in a little place, and he had
been serving there for 16 years, since just after I was
born.
I was quite impressed. I had been telling people I

wanted to be a pastor for about a decade by then, and I
never really thought about combining this vocation with
one of my other passions. A priest and a history teacher
— why not? Or a priest and a newspaper columnist? A
priest and a congressman, even? I guess I knew that St.
Paul had worked a trade alongside all his preaching and
pastoral work. But I had never encountered a living ex-
ample before.
Years later I reconnected with the man I now instinc-

tively call “Fr. Holder” (High Church clergymen find hon-

orifics impossible to discard). We worked alongside each
other, fellow priests and history teachers, at an Episcopal
boarding school only a few miles from where he had first
introduced me to the English Reformation. I found him
extremely helpful as a colleague, and I have come to
cherish him as a dear friend.
Last spring he retired after 36 years as vicar of St.

Luke’s, leaving the common life of the congregation
there, on the whole, in a better place than when he

started in 1979. It’s still a small con-
gregation, but one does not look for
enormous crowds in one of the
three churches in Brownsville, a vil-
lage of only 94 souls. The congrega-
tion has a core of committed lay
leaders. They are engaged in a num-
ber of important charitable works.
Their parish house is pretty much
Brownsville’s community center. It
only took them a month or two to
find a new permanent priest.
I gave him a call last week to ask

how he was enjoying retirement. It turns out his life still
had plenty of room for Sunday duties and a community
college lectureship; multitasking was a habit not easily
set aside.

Bivocational ministry like Fr. Holder’s is widely touted
as our future model in the Episcopal Church. Last

year’s groundbreaking report by the Task Force for
Reimagining the Episcopal Church encouraged explo-
ration of “diverse ways for ordained clergy to make a liv-
ing inside and outside the Church” as part of its plan for
“restructuring the church for spiritual encounter” (Reso-
lution A001). My hope for my conversation with Fr.

A priest and a history
teacher — why not?

or a priest and a
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A priest and
a congressman, even?
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Holder was that he could tell me a little more about how
this actually works, for the bivocational leader and for
the congregation. Could the experience he shared with
St. Luke’s be replicated in other places, or was it unique,
dependent on unusual local circumstances?
Fr. Holder began by talking about the joy he had found

in the many opportunities for pastoral care and spiritual
witness as part of his work as a public school teacher.
Colleagues came to ask him for help
with their marriages or for prayers in
sickness. When a student died tragi-
cally, people would seek him out
first, and he had officiated a few of
those sad high-school gym funerals.
A Roman Catholic mother once
thanked him for explaining the doc-
trine of transubstantiation to her
daughter. Despite a dozen years in
catechism class, she had never paid
attention to sacramental theology
until she needed to know it for a his-
tory test. Once, the principal came
down the hallway, asking Fr. Holder
if he had “that black thing” (his cler-
ical shirt) in his closet. A belligerent
drunk, a former Catholic schoolboy,
was refusing to leave the property until he had seen both
the principal and the priest.
Fr. Holder also believed that the limitations his secular

work imposed helped lay people to emerge as leaders
and to deepen their understanding of ministry as a shared
vocation. “It empowered people who would have said, ‘I
would like to do that, but I don’t want to get in the
clergy’s way.’” He spoke of a woman who had been visit-
ing the elderly at nursing homes for years and who was so

pleased to receive training as a pastoral visitor. It helped
her see she was doing her work for the Lord, and she was
still at it, going to see “the old people,” when she died at
104.

Fr. Holder began his priestly ministry as part of a Total
Ministry team, a group of people who had trained to-

gether for four years, using a model imported to Western
Maryland’s rural parishes from the
Diocese of Alaska. To serve three
parishes of “the Washington County
Mission,” two lay people were
trained and ordained as priests, but
each congregation also had a Chris-
tian formation director, an outreach
minister, a parish administrator, a
liturgy director, and a pastoral care
visitation team. While a few of those
trained 34 years ago are still en-
gaged in the work, new parishioners
were incorporated, and new leaders
trained. As he said to me, “The
church got to be stronger because
people took ownership of their min-
istry. People began to understand
who to see about tasks. I don’t know

that St. Luke’s would have survived if we hadn’t diversi-
fied the ministry.”
The congregation at St. Luke’s was probably better

equipped to receive the new model because it had grown
dissatisfied with the old system, a strained “yoke” with
another distant congregation, which shared a series of
minimally paid short-term vicars. Having lacked consis-
tent clerical leadership for generations, the congregation
had relied on lay initiative for a long time. St. Luke’s was
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also used to Morning Prayer on Sundays, led by lay read-
ers twice a month. When the old lay readers (Fr. Holder
one of them) became the new priests, the change was
both familiar and new, an opportunity for a long-desired
weekly Eucharist. Transitional vicars — seminary-trained
clergy sent in by the diocese to work alongside Fr. Holder
and his fellow new priests while “working themselves out
of a job” — helped ease the way into the new model.
Even with such extensive training and deep commit-

ment, the new model did bring ten-
sions. Some people found it diffi-
cult to accept a minister without
seminary training as a “real priest,”
though this prejudice, Fr. Holder
noted, was much stronger among
the diocesan clergy than the laity. It
also proved difficult to sustain for
the long term. When Fr. Holder’s co-
vicar reached the mandatory retire-
ment age of 72, his own responsi-
bility doubled, and in time he
received a small stipend from the
congregation in recognition of his
increased commitment. The shared
ministry model did not fare so well
in the two other parishes of the
Washington County Mission, which
reverted to part-time seminary-trained clergy in about a
decade. The model required intensive diocesan support
and local buy-in, and was not replicated again for more
than 20 years, in a neighboring rural county. Fr. Holder’s
successor at St. Luke’s was part of this second class of lo-
cally trained Total Ministry clerics.

Clearly the model Fr. Holder and the people of St.
Luke’s have lived for more than three decades is an

inspiring pattern for how Total Ministry can be done very
well. Fr. Holder’s willingness to live a call to two different
vocations deepened his own witness for Christ, and the
model of shared ministry raised up new gifts and deep-
ened commitments among the people of the congrega-
tion.
But after an hour’s pleasant conversation, I was re-

minded many times of how difficult this model must be to
replicate, and how much of a paradigm shift it would
represent for many of the struggling “pastoral sized” con-
gregations I have known. Total Ministry worked well for
Fr. Holder because his secular employers supported his
clerical vocation, because he did not assume any semi-
nary debt, and because he had a clear sense of call and
was carefully trained by talented teachers (his instructor
went on to write scores of books on congregational de-

velopment). Total Ministry worked well at St. Luke’s be-
cause the congregation was so isolated and had a static
population, because there was already little dependence
on clerical leadership and there was excitement about
trying something new, and (not least) because Fr. Holder
was a particularly holy man who served them faithfully
for half his lifetime. And the whole system was enabled
by massive diocesan investment, intensive training pro-
grams, and people who made promises and remained

faithful to them for decades. The
Washington County Mission was an
exciting enterprise, part of the new
adventure of shared ministry in the
aftermath of Vatican II and the new
prayer book. Forward Movement
published a book about it. It was a
pilot project for the church of the
future.
I’m not sure it’s a plan for the 100-

member suburban congregation of
already over-committed people, or
the aging downtown parish whose
Victorian endowment is slowly
draining away. It might be far more
difficult for seminary-trained priests
to be hired for secular jobs in an age
when public trust in the clergy has

so sharply declined. Are dioceses ready to commit sub-
stantial resources to “marginal congregations”? Do we re-
ally have the imagination to see beyond the consistent
narrative of decline, to imagine this kind of model as
something more than life support?
With God, we know, all things are possible. But not

every bright and beautiful idea is the way of the future.
People like Fr. Holder have a great deal to teach us as we
face an approaching crisis in the ministry of the Episco-
pal Church. But I’m not sure their experience is as help-
ful as many have suggested. I left our chat uplifted, but
more certain than ever that there is no clear out-of-the-
box plan for the future. Planning for future ministry will
require real discernment, careful assessment of the op-
portunities and challenges of each local congregation
and the wider community it serves. It will require clergy
who are willing to be flexible and to make sacrifices,
seeking innovative ways to witness and exercise pastoral
care. Above all, it will require us to trust less in methods
and more in the guiding hand of God. As I’m sure some-
one as holy as Fr. Holder would be quick to say, there is
no safer and more faithful place to be.

The Rev. Mark Michael is interim rector of St. Timothy’s
Church in Herndon, Virginia.
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Review by John C. Bauerschmidt

Someone investigating the early history of the
Episcopal Church might reasonably conclude
that its most remarkable aspect is not the emer-

gence of an Anglican form of episcopacy adapted for
service in the post-colonial period (our “unique polity”
as it is sometimes called), but rather that episcopacy
was retained at all in the new United States. For more
than 150 years there were no bishops of the Church of
England resident in North America. The Bishop of Lon-
don provided oversight at a distance; limited assis-
tance with resources was afforded not by bishops but
by missionary societies (albeit with episcopal patrons)
and by the Crown. The vestry system of oversight was
developed during this period largely in the vacuum of
episcopal leadership. A church with ordered worship
and governance but without episcopal order was quite
imaginable. What’s amazing in retrospect is not that
the General Convention now has two houses but that
bishops are even a part of it.
This inheritance is perhaps a tribute to the deep re-

flection on episcopacy done by Anglicans in the 17th
century; also perhaps an outcome of the practical ex-
perience of Anglican ordinands from the colonies as
they made the long journey to England to receive holy
orders from its bishops. They had at least that much
exposure to episcopal oversight and experience of
episcopal order. The early leaders of the church, like
William White, Samuel Seabury, and others, assured
that there would be bishops, and it was the work of
this generation and those that followed that deter-
mined what sort of bishops they would be.
Charles Henery’s fine new work, Yankee Bishops,

covers the period that saw the consecration of the first
100 bishops of the Episcopal Church. The sobriquet
“yankee” does not refer to a particular geographic re-
gion but rather to the American bishops as a whole,
north and south, as they were called by their British
observers. Henery analyzes the background and family
connections and churchmanship alliances of these
men, members of an exclusive “club” as he calls them;
he also details the images of the episcopal order that
inspired their work. The bishop as spiritual father, as
pastor of pastors, and as chief evangelist: all figure in
his account. In a concluding chapter Henery touches
on the institutional commitments of bishops during

this time, including educational and charitable en-
deavors as well as the early development of the cathe-
dral system.
Henery also identifies aspects of his subject that he

does not cover: the legislative work of the bishops in
General Convention and their relationship as a house
to the House of Deputies; the subject of episcopal col-
legiality; and the influence of the controversies be-
tween churchmanship parties on episcopal elections
and other activities. Including them would have meant
producing a work of unmanageable length. I take the
mention to be Henery’s way of stimulating further
scholarship in the next generation, since the subjects
mentioned are of topical concern in our own day.
The foundational argument made by this work is

that Episcopalians looked quite deliberately to primi-
tive models as they established episcopacy in their

The Episcopal Church’s Founders

yankee Bishops
Apostles in the new Republic, 1783 to 1873

By Charles R. Henery
Peter Lang Publishers

Pp. 351. $93.95
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own context. From White to John Henry Hobart, from
Alexander Viets Griswold to Stephen Elliot: all em-
phasized the apostolic and primitive character of the
episcopal order. As William Meade of Virginia put it,
“there is one sentiment among us on this subject” (p.
3). Even the “low church” evangelical bishop Charles
McIlvaine of Ohio preached on apostolic succession in
terms of continuity of commission from the apostolic
age into the present. Henery suggests that the restora-
tion of primitive ideals in the life of the church, rooted
in the Holy Scriptures and in the writings of the period
closest to New Testament times, was formative not
only for self-consciously “restorationist” groups but
for Episcopalians as well.

In reading Yankee Bishops, I was often struck by the
continuity between these early days and our own in

the work of a bishop. William White expressed regret
“that in the minds of many, there is the supposition,
that a bishop should always be engaged in visitations”
(p. 196). The very formidable challenges of travel and
visitation in this period have arguably become less in
our own day, though the relative ease of transport has
perhaps only encouraged bishops now to travel farther
and further. The burden of correspondence is another
continuity. William DeLancey of Western New York
claimed to have written 300 letters in a three-month
period: a pretty impressive accomplishment given the
rigorous schedule of engagements, often between dis-
tant points. Email and social media today give addi-
tional scope to bishops, but the theme is the same.
At times this continuity is quite pointed. The struggle

of the bishops to secure pastors for their congrega-
tions, and to raise the funds necessary for their support
in outlying areas, are hardy perennials here touched
upon. Discontent in the congregations of the church,
and the subject of clerical discipline, will be painfully
familiar subjects to today’s bishops. James Otey of Ten-
nessee remarked that advice, admonition, or correction
offered by the bishop were often “received coldly, or
heard with impatience, or rejected ungraciously” (p.
167). Henery mentions that bishops of the period were
known to identify the age’s characteristic commitment
to individuality and the exercise of liberty as the root
cause of difficulties in the exercise of their office. Plus
ça change, plus c’est la même chose.

More positive examples are offered under the head-
ing of counsel and encouragement offered by the
bishop to clergy and congregations, and hospitality
extended. A letter or word received at the right time
could sustain a priest in danger of discouragement.
This encouragement worked both ways. Carlton
Chase, president of Vermont’s standing committee,
wrote to John Henry Hopkins that he regarded him as
“the best piece of Bishop stuff in America” (p. 180).
The work of the bishop as chief evangelist and mis-

sionary shows some of the bishops at their best.
Alonzo Potter of Pennsylvania, after ten years as
bishop, said that he had preached 1,700 sermons. On
his missionary travels, Benjamin Morris of Oregon car-
ried printed posters announcing that he would preach
in the evening at the town hall. Thomas Claggett of
Maryland made an indelible impression on a young
lady at her confirmation by his appearance with miter
and episcopal robes.
Henery, inspired by 1 Corinthians 3:10, concludes

with a brief and spirited meditation about the nature of
episcopal ministry, one that strikes home to me. Its en-
during characteristic is that of “deferred hopes” (p.
262). A bishop cannot expect that all efforts will find
their fruition now. Part of the ministry is to begin work
that others will harvest. Henry Lay of Easton wrote
that a bishop “may succeed tolerably well in keeping a
Diocese in good order, gathering an annual harvest of
Confirmations … and yet, when he comes to the end of
his work, he may look back regretfully, if he has
planted no seed of larger and better things” (p. 262).
We are in Henery’s debt for bringing this and similar
material to light today.

The Rt. Rev. John C. Bauerschmidt is Bishop of
Tennessee.

The foundational argument made by this work is that Episcopalians
looked quite deliberately to primitive models as they established
episcopacy in their own context.

Benjamin Morris of Oregon carried
printed posters announcing that he
would preach in the evening at the
town hall.
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Review by George R. Sumner

What would Becoming a Bishop
have been like with Irenaeus as

the author? It would be similar to this
book by Paul Avis, since Avis draws
on the vision of oversight from the
early Church. It is just this debt that
makes his book so valuable. It recalls
us theologically to the “better angels
of our nature.” 
But Irenaeus for his part described

not only the nascent faith of the
creed, but also the ornate beliefs of
the rival Gnostics. And the latter
were not some alien intruder upon
the faithful; some believe they may
have outnumbered the Catholics in-
side the Church. I imagine that his
daily work had recurrences of this
struggle along with the long, slow
grind of isolated, embattled congre-
gations. A description of the real life

BOOKS

of a patristic bishop would have in-
cluded a great deal of both. (In much
the same way Augustine’s week had
lots of petitioners and parishioners
in messy quasi-pagan relationships
from which treatises may have been
a relief.)
Avis’s book reads like the platonic

ideal of episcopacy, which is itself
salutary in a church little turned to-
ward theology. He presents the de-
fending, teaching, disciplining, and
counsel-taking roles well. He sum-
marizes the classically Anglican view
of its relation to apostolicity, and
links this to contemporary conciliar-
ity. But it also has thereby a touch of
unreality, giving as it does little ac-
count of that tide that the bishop to-
day teaches or exhorts against.
Theology in every age must deal

with some overarching threat from
its host culture, some homey swamp

into which the gospel might sink. For
Irenaeus and his contemporaries the
intimate enemy was Hellenism. For
moderns it is the notion of the hu-
man as a detached creator of self. It
comes to us as the market, as the
psychological, as experience, as
technique. It summons us simultane-
ously to pride and sloth. In its light
even the traditional roles of bishop
are subtly altered into public rela-
tions, purveyance of a religious prod-
uct, management. The corruption of
church life is, after all, subtle. Even
indulgences seemed to those offer-
ing them a religious moment.
Being a Christian leader today is

to steer something half-forgotten,
compromised, broken. This was true
for Irenaeus too. If we think our chal-
lenge is unique, we flatter ourselves.
Yet there is something particular to
our problem, something that goes to
the heart of the distinct challenges
of leading today in a culture leery of
authority. Avis touches on this espe-
cially in his treatments of conflict
and of the contemporary thirst for
leadership.
Some years ago, there was some-

thing called “as if” theology. First, the
bishop acts on the assumption of hav-
ing authority, even in the face of
abundant evidence to the contrary.
Second, the watchword for all who
would reclaim and retrieve, including
Avis, is catechize. Third, bishops, like
missionaries, must be open to God’s
surprises, among which I would num-
ber the Anglican Communion itself
and today’s Canterbury Road. “With
God all things are possible.”

The Rt. Rev. George R. Sumner is
Bishop of Dallas.

Manual for a Bishop
Becoming a Bishop
A Theological handbook of

Episcopal Ministry
By Paul Avis. Bloomsbury T&T Clark.

Pp. 176. $25.99
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holy Luck
By Eugene H. Peterson
Eerdmans. Pp. 84. $12.

Review by Phoebe Pettingell

In his preface to Holy Luck, Eugene H. Peterson
sees a parallel between pastors and poets. Both
are, or ought to be, “shepherds of words.” He

explains that good clergy, like good writers, “use
words with reverence, get immersed in everyday
particulars, are wary of abstractions, spy out the
glories of the commonplace, warn of illusions,
attend to the subtle connections between rhythm
and meaning and spirit.” Peterson, a Presbyterian
minister and Bible scholar, is the author of many
books on spiritual theology and professor emeritus
of that subject at Regent College in Vancouver. He
is, perhaps, best known for his Bible paraphrase,
The Message, which some scholars have dismissed
as a “New Age Bible.” Others have praised its ability
to convey qualities of the original tongues to the
average reader; in particular the earthy, unpolished
koiné Greek — not as an elegant but obscure lan-
guage to send one scurrying to commentaries and
dictionaries, but the rough lingua franca of the
Eastern Roman Empire. Peterson has often said that
he never meant his paraphrase to be used as a lec-
tionary Bible. As a poet, he understands the appro-
priate contexts for one kind of speech over another,
as his poems attest.
In a touching story, Peterson explains how he first

came to poetry. At 13, having recently moved to a
new neighborhood where he had yet to make
friends but was in possession of a new, leather-cov-
ered King James Bible bought with his own money,
he spent the summer reading the Psalms. Raised in
a culture that insisted on the literal truth of every
word in the Bible, he was confused by the
metaphorical language, but did not dare ask anyone
to explain. Driven back on his own resources, he
gradually began to understand the power and mean-
ing of such expressions as “the Lord is my Rock” or
“put thou my tears in thy bottle.” With this key, not
only did the rest of Scripture come alive for him but
he found a new way of looking at and experiencing
his life.
Peterson grew up in Montana, and has retired

there. Its scrublands easily blend for him into bibli-
cal wildernesses. In “Egypt,” he considers how diffi-
cult Mary and Joseph must have found the period
when they were forced to live in an alien culture “in
rented rooms,” but also the wonder of retracing the
paths trodden by Abraham, Elijah, and so many
other ancestors of their people, going into exile to

flee danger. “Promises / Kept in unpromising places,”
the poet remarks, and suddenly we have a startling
perception of God’s mysterious ways, which always
do seem to take place in the most unexpected and
unlooked-for venues.
Peterson’s title refers to the Beatitudes, which he

defines as Jesus’ “ruthless and unqualified rejection
of what it means to take up with the world and then
[his] replacement of that understanding with a total
reorientation of the imagination as we take up with
the way followers of Jesus speak and act in the
Kingdom of God.” For “Blessed are those who
mourn,” which he calls “The Lucky Sad,” he imag-
ines grief as the torrents that create canyons, cut-
ting through and exposing the layers hidden away
underneath:

No pain
Is ugly in past tense. Under
The Mercy every hurt is a fossil
Link in the great chain of becoming/
Pick and shovel prayers often
Turn them up in the valley of death.

In his best work, Peterson shepherds his words
and images so that whether he makes them lie down
in green pastures or on the rocky desert places and
gorges, they uncover fresh revelations from the
Word of God that continuously shapes the Christian
disciple’s view of the world.

Phoebe Pettingell is a literary critic, liturgical
writer and editor, and sacristan of S. Stephen’s
Church in Providence, Rhode Island.

A shepherd of words
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Review by Ian S. Markham

The Supreme Court made its Roe v. Wade deci-
sion in 1973, and it still provokes passionate
debate. Abortion is not rare. Approximately

one-third of American women have at least one abor-
tion in their lifetime. Half of all abortions are the
mother’s second or third. A high percentage of
women regret having an abortion. And conceptually,
we recognize that in the end there is no difference
between a newborn baby and an eight-month-old fe-
tus. We do not want a society in which babies are
killed, so we wonder about the practice of abortion.
Into this highly polarized world steps a young Ro-

man Catholic ethicist from Fordham University.
Charles Camosy establishes his credentials early on.
His friends include the Princeton ethicist Peter
Singer (who thinks that infanticide can be ethically
appropriate) and the former Washington Post jour-
nalist Melinda Henneberger (who wrote in the Post
so movingly about her painful experience of rape).
As a white Roman Catholic male, he is sensitive to
the charge that men are too eager to pontificate on
women and their bodies, so he ensured that his many
feminist conversation partners reviewed his text.
Camosy’s theme is simple: the binary of pro-life or

pro-choice is collapsing. It is collapsing in polling
data (a high percentage of Americans worry about
third-trimester abortions); it is collapsing in law (the
shift from privacy in Roe v. Wade to undue burden in
Planned Parenthood v. Casey); it is collapsing in
consequences (we do not want a world in which sex
selection is increasingly a criterion and abortion
rights are an excuse for doing nothing to support
mothers); and it is collapsing in logic (e.g., defining
the difference between abortion and infanticide).
Camosy sets out his argument. First, he thinks that

the fetus should have legal standing as a person. The
fetus has the trait that leads to full personhood. 
Second, he thinks that feminists should worry

about the consequences of abortion for women. He
notes how many early opponents of abortion were
women. He argues that men do not want to make any
accommodations for combining childrearing with ca-
reers (such as universal access to maternal health
care and prekindergarten) and therefore men are the
primary supporters of abortion. 
Third, he thinks that abortion should be permitted

when the mother’s life is in danger (he invokes the
right of self-defense), and indirect abortion (an ac-
tion in which the fetus dies as an indirect conse-

quence) should be permitted in cases of rape up to
eight weeks and beyond eight weeks when con-
firmed through a process that ensures rape has really
occurred. 
Finally, he is opposed to abortion for all forms of

disability, although he concedes that sometimes the
baby should not be subject to excessive interven-
tions to preserve life.
He proposes a federal law, “The Mother and Pre-

natal Child Protection Act,” which sets out the legal
restrictions and includes a substantial commitment
to the support of mothers and their children during
and after pregnancy. He is impatient with a rhetoric
from the right that emphasizes the fetus but is indif-
ferent to the subsequent child’s education and med-
ical care.

This is a remarkable study. It is illuminating, fasci-
nating, well written, and well argued. He is per-

suasive: the mood of America is shifting; and the pro-
posed federal law would reflect the position of the

new Insights on Abortion?

Beyond the Abortion wars
A way Forward for a new Generation

By Charles C. Camosy. Eerdmans. Pp. xiv + 207. $22
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majority of Americans.
There are two elements of his argument that are

problematic. The first is that in the status of the fetus
debate, the gradualist position is not clearly repre-
sented. Camosy focuses on the principle of viability,
which is part of the gradualist position but not all of
it. My own view is that a fertilized egg, three-quarters
of which do not implant, should not be considered a
human. There are several reasons for this. 
First, if the majority of human lives never live, then

I think we have a theological problem. If heaven is
primarily populated by fertilized ovums, the subse-
quent 70 years of some may seem insignificant. Sec-
ond, the fertilized ovum will become many things: it
may be identical twins and part will be the umbilical
cord and the amniotic sac. You cannot say that a fer-
tilized ovum is a clearly entitled human because it is
not yet. A gradualist would, however, concede in-
creasing rights as the embryo grows. It is clear a hu-
man life is developing that should be granted legal
safeguards. Therefore, this difference does not make
the proposed “Mother and Prenatal Child Act”
wrong. Indeed, a gradualist will want to support
Camosy’s proposal for a dramatic reduction in third-
trimester abortions.
The second problematic element in Camosy’s ar-

gument is his treatment of rape. To obligate a woman

to carry to birth a pregnancy as a result of a non-con-
sensual sexual act is morally abhorrent. Camosy rec-
ognizes this. But he only trusts the report of the
woman for the first eight weeks; after this, he wants
some legal process for fear of a woman lying simply
to obtain an abortion. Given the horrendous trauma
of rape, one cannot assume that two months mark
sufficient time to make this decision. Rape in my
judgment is analogous to the threat to the mother’s
life: it should always be grounds for an abortion and
should not be made legally complicated.
One aspect of this book is already out of date.

Camosy assumes an evenly split Supreme Court that
will hear abortion cases in the next few months and
years. It is indeed split, but the math is complicated
without Justice Anthony Scalia. Before his death,
this book felt prescient; now the book feels a little
further away, with a high likelihood of the legal sta-
tus quo continuing into the future.
Yet the achievement of this book is remarkable.

The assembled data are amazing. The broad outlines
of the argument seem right. How we treat human
life is a mark of a civilization. We need to do our part
to make sure that life is valued.

The Very Rev. Ian S. Markham is dean and presi-
dent of Virginia Theological Seminary.
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CULTUREs

By John Martin

Every so often I enjoy revisiting
childish innocence by watch-
ing The Jungle Book (1967),

based on Rudyard Kipling’s famous
children’s tale. There’s a dramatic
moment when Kaa the venomous
snake sings, “Trusssst in me,” to
hypnotize Mowgli, the boy who is
saved from the dark arts of the wily
reptile in the nick of time.
The Archers is Britain’s longest-

running radio soap opera. It first
went to air on new year’s Day 1951.
It is heard six days a week on BBC
Radio 4, the country’s premier
speech station. originally it was
billed as “an everyday story of coun-
try folk.” For many years the plots
moved at snail’s pace, one of its aims
being to boost agricultural produc-
tion in a post-war nation struggling

to achieve food security.
The Ministry of Agriculture coop-

erated closely with its BBC produc-
ers and plots often centered on a
middle-class family determined to
make a go of farming, an improvi-
dent one that muddled through, and
a rich man who used farming to
achieve a tax loss, something that is
no longer possible.

These days The Archers is
described as a “contemporary drama
in a rural setting.” It has run to more
than 17,850 episodes. Its plots now
have many of the hallmarks of
urban television soaps: clandestine
love affairs, rape, family dysfunc-
tion, crime, death by misadventure,
fire, and flood. Until now, however,
it has stopped short of murder.

About two years ago The Archers
embarked on a dark story line
dramatizing domestic abuse and

coercive control, seeking to provide
a realistic picture of an issue con-
fronting many women. It coincides
with a new Parliamentary Act rec-
ognizing this issue in British life. My
wife, Deirdre, and I have listened
nonstop to The Archers for the best
part of two decades but we eventu-
ally found this turgid story line a
bridge too far and have simply fol-
lowed plots via internet summaries.
That is until recently.

helen Titchener (nee Archer) is
married to a former dairy manager,
Rob. At first she is deeply in love.
on the surface he is charming and
able, but slowly there unfolds a
creepy, manipulative, and domineer-
ing character. he undermines her
self-confidence, demands to know
every detail of her movements and
restricts them, puts up barriers to
her friends and family, and takes

Domestic Abuse and The Archers
BBC photo
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control of her finances and family
business. There is an uncanny paral-
lel with the actions of Kaa and his
attempt to paralyze the young
Mowgli.

Following a tip from a friend,
Deirdre and I tuned in the replay of
an episode in which the helen-Rob
drama comes to an awful climax.
helen is determined to leave,
reportedly the most dangerous
moment in an abusive domestic
arrangement. helen is subject to a
torrent of horrible verbal and physi-
cal abuse. Rob hands her a knife and
taunts her to use it as “the only way
out,” saying, “you are nothing with-
out me here.” It then goes quiet.
helen rings a friend to say she killed
him to make him stop.

In real life in Britain two women
are killed every week by a current or
former partner. Police on average
receive one call every minute about
domestic abuse. yet it is estimated
that only about 35 percent of
domestic abuse cases are actually
reported. Contrary to what hap-
pened in The Archers, men are the
main perpetrators of violence and
domestic deaths.

Certainly this story line is shed-
ding light on an area of life that’s
much neglected. In true British
fashion the story has triggered a
charitable appeal to help women’s
refuge centres and almost £100,000
($143,000) was donated in less than
a month.

Already the plot is attracting
church comment. Paul woolley, act-
ing CEo of the Bible society, who
also admits to having taken a break
from The Archers because of this
story line, has said: “As the story of
Rob and helen shows, physical
abuse doesn’t necessarily start soon
after a couple get together. It can
occur after weeks, months, and
often years of emotional abuse. The
victim will have been belittled and
worn down.”

he continued: “It’s difficult to

think of a behavior that is more
antithetical to the gospel. ‘I give a
new commandment to you,’ Jesus
said: ‘Love one another; just as I
have loved you, you should also love
one another’” (John 13:34).

And he concludes, “It’s time for all
of us in the Church to play our part

in unmasking this evil and doing
everything we possibly can to sup-
port the victims of such violence.”

John Martin, writing from London, is
TLC’s associate editor for interna-
tional news.
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By Lawrence N. Crumb

“For all who have died in the com-
munion of your Church, and those
whose faith is known to you

alone, that, with all the saints, they may have
rest in that place where there is no pain or
grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O
Lord.” These words from the fifth form of
intercession (BCP, p. 391) represent a much-
needed expansion of the traditional prayers
“for the faithful departed.” Of course, Chris-
tians have an obligation to pray for those
who share in the same faith and fellowship.
As the body of Christ, as Christ’s presence in
the world today, we are also obliged to show
concern for the entire world for which
Christ died, and for all its people.
There has long been a doctrine affirming

the moral worth of men and women of good
will who, for one reason or another, are not
Christians. In the case of those who began
within the Christian family and then ceased
to be active participants, the reasons are
many and varied. Some, like my parents,
rejected a form of religion that was puritan-
ical, pietistic, or narrowly dogmatic. Others
have been disillusioned because of unchari-
table conflict within a congregation, or the
misconduct of clergy or lay leaders. And for
some the reasons are unstated. We do not
need to know.
There is an interior foundation for those

who have received the sacrament of Holy
Baptism, whether in infancy or later, and
especially for those who received the sacra-
ment of Holy Communion during their form-

ative years. That foundation remains, how-
ever absent in the exterior, and with it
comes a reservoir of grace that may enable a
virtuous life beyond the natural order. In the
lives of many, we see this in their service to
country in time of war and in their service to
family and community at home. And we see
it reflected in the lives of those closest to
them.
Jesus said, “In my Father’s house, there

are many mansions.” We say at Morning
Prayer: “Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched
out your arms of love on the hard wood of
the cross that everyone might come within
the reach of your saving embrace” (BCP, p.
101). And we sing in a beloved hymn (Hym-
nal, 1942):

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy,
Like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty. …

If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our lives would be all sunshine
in the sweetness of the Lord.

For our departed brother, and for all those
whose faith is known to you alone, that they
may have rest in that place where there is no
pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you,
O Lord.

The Rev. Lawrence N. Crumb is vicar of St.
Andrew’s Church in Cottage Grove, Oregon.
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“Our conversations were enriching,
not embattling,” said Bishop Jane
Alexander, a Canadian delegate to

the 16th meeting of the Anglican Consultative
Council (ACC-16) in Lusaka, Zambia. Her re-
marks during the council’s final session echoed
a chorus of similar responses. In the words of
Bishop James Tengatenga, departing ACC
chairman, from his farewell sermon: “May I be
a little smug and say, ‘The rumor about the An-
glican Communion’s demise is greatly exag-
gerated?’”
Under the theme “Intentional Discipleship

in a World of Difference,” ACC-16 tackled com-
mon challenges across the Communion, in the
shadow of the January Primates’ Meeting and
its relational consequences for the Episcopal
Church (see TLC, Feb. 21, “A Fragile but Intact
Communion”). Notwithstanding the advice and
objections of varying voices, the Episcopal del-
egation announced at the outset its intention to
participate fully in the council. The Nigerian,
Rwandan, and Ugandan delegations, associ-
ated with the Global Anglican Future Confer-
ence (GAFCON), in turn boycotted the meet-
ing, while the Most Rev. Mouneer Hanna Anis,
Archbishop of Egypt and Primate of Jerusalem
and the Middle East, sent last-minute regrets
on similar grounds.
In the face of these headwinds, attending

their first ACC meeting in their respective
roles, Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby
and Secretary General Josiah Idowu-Fearon
showed great skill in maintaining a focus on
what old-style ecumenists call “life and work”
initiatives. Streamlining the legislative process,
they sidestepped contentious debate about res-
olutions, relying instead on Indaba-style dis-
cussion of common needs and strategies.
After initial jitters, the council found its feet

when delegates, sorted into inter-provincial

groups, reflected together on the Five Marks of
Mission in light of local priorities. Multiple
points of convergence emerged. Many Angli-
cans suffer from climate change. Gun violence
is overwhelming American and South Su-
danese society. Islamic extremism threatens
vulnerable Christian communities on several
continents. Many delegates, especially from
poorer provinces, rose to share stories of suf-
fering, and then called the council to unity for
the sake of common witness.
Unity and mission returned as themes in a

series of presentations by Anglican Commun-
ion Office (ACO) staff. An impressive resource
on intentional discipleship spurred conversa-
tions about connecting faith and life. In his
presidential address, Archbishop Welby urged
delegates to move beyond internal conflicts
and focus instead on the “global and genera-
tional challenges” of climate change and reli-
giously motivated violence. Plenary sessions
spotlighted dynamic work among African
youth. Exuberant worship led by local choirs
lifted spirits.
The entire meeting made a case for what ec-

clesiological architect Paul Avis, in a report ap-
proved by the gathering, called “mission in
communion,” and the council applied the argu-
ment from unity on several scores. Archbishop
Welby described Anglican unity in discipleship
as “the pearl of great value … the only way we
show to the world that God raised Jesus Christ
from the dead.” Archbishop Idowu-Fearon
chided GAFCON provinces for refusing to con-
tribute to the ACO’s budget for several years
while benefiting from its programs. With re-
markably little contention (pace subsequent
scuffles), the council backed the primates’ con-
sequences for the Episcopal Church by “re-
ceiving” Archbishop Welby’s report, which also
reiterated the primates’ unanimous rejection of

Beyond Conflict
ACC-16’s Call to Unity

(Continued on next page)
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laws that punish people attracted to the same
sex. And Bishop Ian Douglas of Connecticut, in
a gesture of gracious restraint, refrained from
running for chairman of the standing commit-
tee, placing conscientious respect before
“rights” (cf. 1 Cor. 10: 23-33).

On all counts, ACC-16, like the Primates’
Meeting before, marked an encourag-
ing step for all who work and pray for

Anglican unity. More prayer meeting than par-
liament, the council sought to strengthen
“bonds of affection” across a communion
deeply challenged by repeated unilateral ac-
tion.
Archbishop Welby sees that communion

subsists in affectionate relation: we wash one
another’s feet, as the primates did in January;
and such sacramental gesture in turn shapes
Welby’s approach to church order. As in his
opening remarks, Anglican authority may
emerge “primarily out of loving one another
more than through rules and regulations, or
hierarchies.” In this case, relational and canon-
ical approaches are contrasted, as we seek a
balance of “freedom, order, and human flour-
ishing,” a trio of values Welby has highlighted
before.
In part the archbishop’s approach reflects a

habit of reserve common among Anglicans in
addressing questions of order and discipline.
He also remains, at heart, an evangelical, per-
haps content to work within hierarchical struc-
tures while sitting lightly to more ambitious
theological claims that sustain them.
Archbishop Idowu-Fearon implied in his

address, however, that something more ro-
bust is needed in order to address deep and
recurring division. The long-term flourishing
of the Communion demands relational
warmth and Catholic structure. We will not
always have archbishops so charismatic, nor
delegates so gracious. In the words of Profes-
sor Norman Doe, quoted by Idowu-Fearon,
Anglicans should set out clearly “the jurisdic-
tional boundaries of the instruments of the
Communion,” and so “fill a vacuum and pro-
vide a set of house rules for the Anglican
Communion to address issues.”
Which is to say, in the great good news from

the meeting in Lusaka: the Anglican Covenant
is back on the table, following a recent deci-

sion by the ACC’s own standing committee. To
be sure, the Covenant (http://bit.ly/1SWemxM)
was not discussed at length by delegates nor
taken up in the council’s 45 resolutions, but
this is not surprising: council members were
doubtless unprepared, and much more work of
a serious sort, round the Communion, would
be required in order to proceed intelligently
and wisely. Basic ecclesiological study, and in-
deed reception of two generations of ecu-

menical research, is needed. This is the work
of the Covenant process. Along the way, per-
haps partial adoption of the introduction and
first three sections — setting forth the unity,
heritage, and missionary vocation of the Com-
munion — could make sense. These parts of
the Covenant are generally admired and may
help to focus our collective mind on the sorts
of structures needed to sustain both common
faith and common order, mutually reinforcing
as these must be.
This work will be enormously challenging,

but its necessity is unavoidable — if, as ACC-
16 affirmed again, we hope to answer the call
of communion. In a high point of the meeting,
Archbishop Idowu-Fearon invoked the
“prophetic” challenge of Bishop Stephen
Bayne, the Communion’s first executive officer
and an American, in a remarkable text written
in 1961. If Anglicans are to resist the dangers
“of isolation, of provincialism, of division and
narrowness, which breed weakness and dis-
unity, and which dissipate strength and defeat
our essential unity and mission,” Bayne wrote,
then we must learn “to think and choose and
act together,” not as “a surrender of our tradi-
tional freedom, but rather an intelligent and
far-seeing use of it.”
With sure-footed leaders, clear focus, and a

working consensus, the Anglican Communion
may yet, in the providence of God, manage to
think and choose and act in service of the unity
and mission of the one Body. We may, that is,
embrace our catholic, evangelical, and ecu-
menical vocation. Pray for the Church.  r

(Continued from previous page)
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The Anglican Covenant
is back on the table.
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mates came up with and ACC,” he
said. “I know there were people ex-
pecting the ACC to lock horns, and it
didn’t happen. … It means I can with
boldness go, and wherever I go in the
Communion, I can say, yes, we are
together.”

Intentional Discipleship
Discipleship, following Christ to-
gether in the midst of a challenging
world, was the broader focus of the
gathering. The tone of the meeting
shifted dramatically on the second
day, as delegates gathered in mixed,
small groups and discussed the chal-
lenges faced by Anglicans in their re-
spective regions. Strikingly similar
challenges in dealing with refugees
and internally displaced persons, gun
violence, climate change, persecu-
tion, gender equality, and helping
youth grow in faith in increasingly
secular societies came from many
different parts of the Anglican world.
After this discussion, the confer-

ence’s focus shifted toward several
of these pressing issues, especially
youth engagement, climate change,
and religiously based violence. Arch-
bishop Welby highlighted the latter
two issues as major “global and gen-
erational challenges” in both his ad-
dress to a Young Green Anglicans
gathering before the conference be-
gan and in his presidential address
on April 15.
Facing these two challenges,

Welby said, will be an integral part of
intentional discipleship in the com-
ing era, because both “can only be
confronted with a theological and
ideological approach and with a
story, with a narrative, that is suffi-
ciently powerful to overcome the
natural selfishness of one generation,
or the selfishness of countries which
are more secure.”

Intentional Discipleship and Dis-
ciple-Making: An Anglican Guide
for Christian Life and Formation, a
theological resource prepared by the
Communion’s Mission Office, was

cited repeatedly by presenters
throughout the conference, and dis-
cussed at length by ACC delegates.
Delegates commended the document
and committed the Communion to a
season of focus on discipleship. They
urged parishes, dioceses, and
provinces to make the issue a prior-
ity in their life and work, and to de-
velop locally appropriate resources
to encourage that work.
Action on climate change was the

focus of a plenary session presented
by members of the Young Green An-
glicans Movement in Central and
Southern Africa, as well as several
senior church leaders who have been
working in this field. Speakers called
for urgent action in the face of the cli-
mate crisis, and offered concrete sug-
gestions about projects that were
working well in their local contexts.
In response, ACC delegates adopted

a resolution about climate change pro-
posed by the Anglican Communion
Environmental Network, which Arch-
bishop Welby agreed to serve as
chairman and patron. The resolution,
the most complex and detailed one
approved by the council, outlined a
series of recommended initiatives, in-
cluding developing eco-friendly in-
vestment policies, stressing energy ef-
ficiency in church operations, and
advocating on behalf of those affected
by natural disasters related to climate
change. Delegates also adopted reso-
lutions allowing for electronic Com-
munion-wide meetings to reduce the
church’s carbon footprint.
Delegates learned a great deal

about church life in the Province of
Central Africa, especially through a
day conference presented by parish
ministries from the Diocese of
Lusaka. The key focus of the confer-
ence was a call to the wider church
to engage creatively with emerging
culture. Youth panelists called on
Communion members to try new
strategies in worship and communi-
cation to connect with the spiritual
longings of young people, and to take

their voices seriously in determining
priorities. In response, delegates
voted to revive the Anglican Com-
munion Youth Network, and to in-
crease youth representation substan-
tially at future ACC meetings.
Many delegates said the experi-

ence had reaffirmed their trust in
Archbishop Welby’s leadership, espe-
cially his ability to calm tensions,
help delegates look outward, and
find creative ways of working to-
gether to face common challenges.
“The unifying factor centers on our

Archbishop Welby,” delegate Charles
Leong of South East Asia said. “I
think he is a man to bring this Com-
munion together as a big family. The
main thing was that we should look
beyond our differences and focus on
the love of Christ and the common
good of our Communion.”

The Rev. Mark Michael
in Lusaka, Zambia

‘The Consequences Stand’
(Continued from page 7)

ACC Elects
New Leaders
The Anglican Consultative Council
elected the Most Rev. Paul Kwong,
Archbishop of Hong Kong, its chair-
man April 15. Kwong, 65, is the first
sitting primate to be elected to the po-
sition and will serve a six-year term.
Archbishop Kwong has served as

primate of the Province of Hong
Kong since 2007, and is Bishop of
Hong Kong Island. He has served as a
primatial member on the ACC’s
Standing Committee since 2011, and
in that capacity has participated in
two ACC meetings. He was the local
organizer for the ACC’s meeting in
2002, which met in Hong Kong.
Kwong described himself as

“deeply honored and humbled by the
election,” and said Anglican unity
would be his primary focus: “I think
the most important work we have to
do is to hold the Communion to-
gether, and to bring the people of dif-
ferent views together, and to work
together and to serve together.”
Kwong said his cultural back-

news | May 22, 2016
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ground may help in that work.
“Chinese culture is very inclusive,”

he said. “Normally, we don’t judge
who’s wrong and right. We walk to-
gether with those who are right and
with those who are wrong.”
He addressed concerns about elect-

ing an archbishop as leader of the
only Instrument of Unity that includes
laypersons, deacons, and priests.
“Some people might say that hav-

ing a primate as a chair of ACC is
helpful,” he said. “The chair of ACC is
to connect people in the Commun-
ion. Being a primate, I can get access
to the Primates’ Meeting, to the Lam-
beth Conference, to the Archbishop
of Canterbury. I can get access to all
the Instruments of Unity, to help
them work together.”
Archbishop Kwong is a lifelong An-

glican and native of Hong Kong. His
great-grandfather was among the first
Chinese Anglican priests to be or-
dained in the 19th century. Arch-
bishop Kwong is a graduate of the
Church Divinity School of the Pacific,
for which he now serves as a trustee.
Before his consecration, Kwong
founded two mission churches and
taught in a theological college. Under
his leadership, the Diocese of Hong
Kong has produced a wide variety of
Christian resources in Chinese.
Kwong also serves as a member of

the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Committee, a multiparty
body of civil society leaders that ad-
vises China’s National People’s Con-
gress. He was strongly criticized by
democracy activists in Hong Kong
for speaking out against protesters
associated with Occupy Central, a
civil disobedience movement calling
for equal suffrage in the election of
Hong Kong’s chief executive. In a
2014 sermon, Kwong contrasted loud
protests with Christ’s silence in the
face of suffering.
Three days after electing Arch-

bishop Kwong, the ACC chose a di-
verse slate of leaders for its standing
committee.
Delegates chose a new vice chair-

woman and five standing committee
members. In most cases, members
of the standing committee serve for
six years.

ACC’s seven members on the
standing committee work with five
members elected by the Primates’
Meeting to guide the Communion’s
life and work between ACC meet-
ings, which are held every two to
three years. The chairman and vice
chairwoman of the ACC also lead the
standing committee.
Maggie Swinson, a lay canon of

Liverpool Cathedral, was the only
candidate for vice chair. She suc-
ceeds Canon Elizabeth Paver, a lay
delegate from the Church of England.
Swinson has wide experience in

church governance, and has served
on the Church of England’s General
Synod for more than 30 years. She is
currently chairwoman of the church’s
Appointments Committee, and helped
open the episcopate to women. Swin-
son worked closely with Archbishop
Welby during his tenure as dean of
Liverpool Cathedral.
Delegates elected five new mem-

bers to the ACC’s standing committee:
• The Rt. Rev. Jane Alexander,

Bishop of Edmonton, Anglican Church
of Canada
• Alistair Dinnie, lay delegate from

the Episcopal Church of Scotland
• Jehoram Melendez, lay delegate

from Costa Rica in the Anglican
Church of the Region of Central
America
• The Rev. Nigel Pope of the

Church of North India
• The Rt. Rev. Joel Waweru, Bishop

of Nairobi, Anglican Church of Kenya
Dinnie was among the leaders of

the Episcopal Church of Scotland’s
Cascade Conversation on human
sexuality, which led to a 2015 deci-
sion favoring same-sex marriage.
Pope, 39, is among the youngest

delegates at the ACC meeting, and de-
scribed his spiritual vision as “shaped
by a context of extreme poverty, divi-
sions of religion and caste, institu-
tionalized patriarchy, minorities, and
ever-increasing violence.”
The new members will join the

newly elected ACC chairman as well
as continuing members, the Rt. Rev.
Eraste Bigirimana of Burundi and lay
delegate Louisa Lette-Mojela of the
Province of Southern Africa.

The Rev. Mark Michael

A LIVING CHURCH Partner

“To give glory to God, by knowing Jesus
Christ and by making him known to others”
is the mission of st. Peter’s Episcopal Church,
in the heart of the Texas hill Country. our
heritage includes Kerrville’s first denomina-
tional church building, and the U.s.’s first
Boy scout troop. st. Peter’s offers biblical
preaching, inspiring music, and extensive
Christian formation. our Cottage shop
contributes $50,000 annually in local and
foreign outreach. st. Peter’s Episcopal school
is the hill Country’s only nAEyC-accredited
school. opening soon is Magdalene house,
for women who have experienced prison,
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Grace Episcopal Church is a parish of the
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The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is
blessed by both its long history and
contemporary engagement with God’s
mission in Jesus Christ through the power
of the holy spirit. our 168 parishes and
worshiping communities are committed
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Camp Allen, founded in 1921, hosts
retreats for over 400 churches annually
from all denominations and is one of the
largest Episcopal summer camps in the
nation. A record 56,000 guests enjoyed
the year-round educational, recreational,
and spiritual facility last year. Located
one hour northwest of houston, the
1,100-acre property features 150 hotel
rooms, on-site dining, chapel with
seating for 800, dormitory campsites,
lakeside cabins, five miles of trails, two
lakes, three pools, ropes courses, and an
equestrian center, which provide
countless opportunities for visitors to
awaken their spirit in the piney woods.
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The Rev. Stan White, rector of Christ the
King, Valdosta, is dean of the Diocese of
Georgia’s Southwest Convocation.
The Rev. John D. Willard is rector of Good

Shepherd, 7800 Lew Jones Rd., McKenney,
VA 23841.

Ordinations

Deacons

Florida— Saundra Kidd
Rochester— Troy Preston
Southern Virginia — Jan Brown, Genevieve

Nelson, and Linda Ricker
Virginia — David Curtis, Sally Gunn, Brian

Hutcherson, Joe Klenzmann, Grace Eun Soo
Lee, and Theresa Lewallen

Western Louisiana— Frank Fuller

Priests

Indianapolis— Mary Victoria Bargiel
Los Angeles— Gianluigi Gugliermetto
Southern Virginia— Mark Douglass Riley

Retirements

The Rev. J. Edwin Bacon, Jr., as rector of
All Saints, Pasadena, CA
The Rev. Steve Crowson, as rector of Trin-

ity, Lewiston, ME
The Rev. Michael Hartney, as priest of the

Episcopal Parishes of Schuyler County, NY
The Rev. Priscilla Maumus, as archdeacon

of the Diocese of Louisiana
The Rev. Carol Pinkham Oak, as rector of

St. John’s, Ellicott City, MD
The Rev. James Papile, as rector of St.

Anne’s, Reston, VA
The Rev. Canon Michael Spear-Jones, as

the Diocese of Southern Virginia’s canon
for transitional ministry and clergy devel-
opment

Awards & Honorary Degrees

Episcopal Divinity School — The Rev.
Canon Kelly Brown Douglas, Joseph B. Moore,
and the Rev. Elder Nancy L. Wilson

General Theological Seminary — The Rt.
Rev. Santosh K. Marray, A. Gary Shilling, and
the Rev. Becca Stevens

St. Augustine College, Chicago — The Rt.
Rev. James W. Montgomery

Seminary of the Southwest — The Most
Rev. Michael B. Curry, the Rev. Canon John A.
Logan, Jr., and Bertha Sadler Means

Appointments

The Rev. Stephen Norris is vicar of St.
Barnabas’, 3565 Bemiss Rd., Valdosta, GA
31605.
The Rev. Cindy Obier is archdeacon of the

Diocese of Louisiana, 1623 7th St., New Or-
leans, LA 70115.
The Rev. Ronald S. Okrasinski is interim

rector of St. Mary’s Whitechapel, 5940
White Chapel Rd., Lancaster, VA 22503, and
Trinity Church, 8484 Mary Ball Rd., Lan-
caster, VA 22503.
The Rev. Meredith Kefauver Olsen is rector

of St. Barnabas, 13135 Forsythe Rd.,
Sykesville, MD 21784.
The Rev. Joyce Parry-Moore is rector of St.

James, 24447 94th Ave., S., Kent, WA 98030.
The Rev. Elizabeth Phillips is rector of

Christ Church, 815 Portola Rd., Portola Val-
ley, CA 94028.
The Rt. Rev. John Rabb is interim rector

of St. John’s, 9120 Frederick Rd., Ellicott
City, MD 21042.
The Rev. Mark Riley is assistant rector at

St. John’s, 100 W. Queens Way, Hampton,
VA 23669.
The Rev. Charles A. Robinson is canon for

transitional ministry and clergy develop-
ment for the Diocese of Southern Virginia,
11827 Canon Blvd., Ste. 101, Newport
News, VA 23606.
The Rev. Joe Scheeler is vicar of All

Saints, 2206 N.W. 99th St., Vancouver, WA
98665.
The Rev. Janine Schenone is rector of

Good Samaritan, 4321 Eastgate Mall, San
Diego, CA 92121.
The Rev. Mary Sulerud is interim rector of

Emmanuel, 811 Cathedral St., Baltimore,
MD 21201.
The Rev. Caleb Tabor is rector of St.

Cyprian’s, 408 Granville St., Oxford, NC
27565.
The Rev. Jeffrey Thornberg is rector of

Holy Trinity, 1601 Raeford Rd., Fayetteville,
NC 28305.
The Rev. John Throop is rector of St. Pe-

ter’s, 104 Elm St., Sheboygan Falls, WI
53085.
The Rev. Craig D. Vance is rector of Good

Shepherd, 2140 Main St., Wailuku, HI 96793.
The Rev. Diane E. Vie is priest-in-charge of

St. Paul’s, 605 Clay St, Lynchburg, VA 24504.
The Rev. Craig Vocelka is vicar of Faith

Church, 20295 Little Valley Rd., N.E.,
Poulsbo, WA 98370.
The Rev. Keith Voets is priest-in-charge of

St. Alban, 116-42 Farmers Blvd., Jamaica,
NY 11412.
The Rev. Kathleen M. Walter is rector of St.

John’s, 1676 S. Belcher Rd., Clearwater, FL
33764.
The Rev. Canon John Wesley is rector of

St. Paul’s, 10 W. King St., Quincy, FL 32351.

Corrections
A deck headline for “Choristers Revive a
Congregation” [TLC, May 1] misstated the
location of St. John’s Church. It is in New-
port, Rhode Island.

The Rev. Frances Le Blanc retired as rector of
Christ Church, Forest Hill, MD [TLC, May 1].

Commissioning of new Mission Council leadership
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sUnDAy’s READInGs | Trinity sunday, May 22

Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31• Ps. 8 or Cant. 13 or Cant. 2 • Rom. 5:1-5 • John 16:12-15

wisdom Knows the Majestic name
Before the formless earth and the

dark depths of unrestrained seas,
the first of all creation, Wisdom,
came into being. She is a witness to
what follows: the emergence of cre-
ation from the font of all being. God
sets the heavens and draws a circle
over the deep and establishes
streams and limits the seas and
makes the land secure over founda-
tions. She looks and delights. God
transforms mud and breath into a be-
ing bearing the divine stamp. Wisdom
rejoices in the human race and every
living thing (Prov. 8:31)
She deigns to stay with creation af-

ter the ancient disasters. Amid hu-
man evil and nature’s torment, she
calls and cries from the heights, be-
side the way, at the crossroads, near
the gate, at the portals of the city. She
witnesses to a majestic name, whis-
pers of heaven’s glory, haunts the
world with the hope of God.
Standing on the threshold of divine

sufficiency and divine creating, she
sees creation’s wonder and the Cre-
ator’s majesty. She speaks to the chil-
dren of Adam and Eve, saying: “I was
brought forth, I was there, I saw cre-
ation come into being and I stood
near Being Itself whose mystery is
love and love’s outpouring and love’s
returning. The majestic name of God,
the mystery of God before the time-
space broke forth, is pronounced Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit.” There is
no greater wisdom than this name.
The Wisdom of God calls and raises
her voice, pleading for a hymn to the
creator.
In the mud, breath, and blood of

human life stained with failure and
sin, a triune work is at work. To this
as well Wisdom is a witness. God cre-
ates from love, and yet more won-
drous still is God’s love for a fallen
world in sending the gift of his Son.
“For Christ also suffered for sins
once for all, the righteous for the un-
righteous” (1 Pet. 3:18) Undeserving
and in the grip of addicting evil, hu-

manity seems lost and without hope.
Yet God moves decisively in the In-
carnate Son. “He rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his Son” (Col.
1:13). And he brings us to the king-
dom fully alive, fully forgiven, fully
transformed. “If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bod-
ies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you” (Rom. 8:11).
The Trinity is omnipresent, before

time and in time. There was not a
time when the Trinity was not. Love
is and love flows and love returns.
Like the double helix of DNA, the Fa-
ther and Son move in a spiral dance
of affection, round and round, for-
ever and ever. Energy binds the font
of being and being’s outpouring, the
love and light and fire called the Holy
Spirit. All is full of love. The Father
loves the Son. The Son loves the Fa-
ther. Love loves the Father and the
Son.
In the fullness of time, that is to

say, the brokenness of time, God sent
his Son to rescue us from sin and
death. Having risen from the dead,
Jesus disappeared into the clouds of
heaven, but not before promising the
gift of his Spirit. The Father sends
the Son. The Son rescues by bearing
and defeating death. The Spirit com-
municates the Son’s life, which is the
vessel of the Father’s unreserved out-
pouring.
Think above and beyond time, and

the Trinity will dazzle and amaze.
Look to earth and feel the power of
love sending, love rescuing, love in-
fusing.

Look It Up
Read the Nicene Creed..

Think About It
This is love’s freedom.

one Family
The future of Jerusalem is the future of
the world, and Jerusalem Peacebuilders
(JPB) both works and prays for the
peace of Jerusalem. JPB promotes peace
by offering Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim youth from Jerusalem and the
United states the opportunity to become
one family. our summer programs in
Israel, houston, and Vermont empower
teens to be leaders by focusing on
spiritual resilience, interfaith
understanding, lifelong friendships, and
social justice.

God’s merciful grace abounds, and
our intensive, high-quality programs
change the trajectory of our participants’
lives. Currently we are launching new
programs for youth in Connecticut and
for young professionals in Vermont. A
passion for peace drives our mission;
volunteer and institutional partnerships
power our program. Pray and work with
us for the peace of Jerusalem.

Jerusalem Peacebuilders
Po Box 2020

west Brattleboro, VT 05301
802.254.0068

jerusalempeacebuilders.org

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor
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sUnDAy’s READInGs | 2 Pentecost, May 29
First reading and psalm: 1 Kgs. 18:20-21 (22-29) 30-39 • Ps. 96

Alternate: 1 Kgs. 8:22-23, 41-43 • Ps. 96:1-9 • Gal. 1:1-12 • Luke 7:1-10

God has swallowed Religion
The people, standing with Elijah,

limp under the weight of their
opinions and their gods. The
prophets of Baal likewise limp about
the altar they have made, cry, cut
themselves, and rave. Religion is, re-
ally, a miserable thing. Human beings
tried to justify themselves before un-
seen forces and yet “there was no
voice, no answer, no response” (1
Kgs. 18:29). There certainly is no
deep confidence, no calming of con-
science, and no abiding love.
God has swallowed religion whole.

“Then the fire of the Lord fell and
consumed the burnt offering, the
wood, the stones, and the dust, and
even licked up the water that was in
the trench” (1 Kgs. 18:38). This
proves “that you, O LORD, are God” (1
Kgs. 18:37). Indeed, nothingness after
the fire proves that God is no thing of
this world. The alchemy of God’s
falling flame makes wood, stone,
dust, and water into the unseen holy
of holies.
The majestic God has sent his Son

into the world. The Son, our Lord Je-
sus Christ, “gave himself for our sins
to set us free from this present evil
age” (Gal. 1:4). This is not of human
origin, but is wholly and completely
the gift of God. (Gal. 1:11). This gift
may be received, but never manufac-
tured; it may be held in love, but not
merely as one’s own. This is the
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in
our eyes. To know the gift of Jesus
Christ is to know that one has been
called, summoned, set apart, and
elected as a member of Christ’s body.
This is divine love calling out to an
undeserving humanity. While we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
While we were enemies of his cross,
or indifferent to his suffering, Christ
loved us and redeemed us.
And yet we often fail to guard a gift

as pure and precious as imputed
righteousness in Christ for the simple
reason that it leaves no room for per-
sonal merit. It is in no sense de-

served. Flesh and blood has not re-
vealed this to you. Heaven gives it.
But the ego objects. What about me?
What about my effort, my goodness,
righteousness, my fidelity, all my
loves, and my suffering? What about
it? Is there peace in one’s approxi-
mate goodness? And is not the devil
near and roaring? We confuse our-
selves and confound the gospel if we
look for something other than the
pure gift of forgiveness, freedom, and
new life in Christ (Gal. 1:7).
A centurion sends Jewish elders to

Jesus to plead for the health of his
slave. The centurion, though a mili-
tary agent of Rome’s oppressing arm,
won the respect of many Jews. They
say of him, “He loves our people, and
it is he who built our synagogue for
us” (Luke 7:5). So they say to Jesus,
“He is worthy of having you do this
for him” (Luke 7:4). The centurion
sees his situation differently. “Lord,
do not trouble yourself, for I am not
worthy to have you come under my
roof” (Luke 7:6).
Incredibly, Jesus interprets I am

not worthy by saying, “I tell you, not
even in Israel have I found such faith”
(Luke 7:9).
Faith is a kind of emptiness, a pas-

sive righteousness. Everything is
gone: the wood, the stone, the dust,
the water. Every claim to goodness
and merit disappears as Christ alone
shines with all glory and goodness.
“[T]he new man will sing a new song
and will belong to the new covenant”
(St. Augustine, Sermo 34). Take the
gift and remember that even taking is
a gift.

Look It Up
Read Ps. 115:1.

Think About It
It is not I, but Christ.
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sUnDAy’s READInGs | 3 Pentecost, June 5
First reading and psalm: 1 Kgs. 17:8-16 (17-24) • Ps. 146

Alternate: 1 Kgs. 17:17-24 • Ps. 30 • Gal. 1:11-24 • Luke 7:11-17

A Child’s Death, Conquered
Without a husband to protect her

and without nature’s bounty,
she walks in hunger, an only son at
her side. Her options are few. She de-
cides to gather sticks, make a fire,
bake bread, and share a last supper
with her son. From a distance, the
man of God, Elijah, calls out, “Bring
me a little water in a vessel, so that I
may drink” (1 Kgs. 17:10). As she de-
parts to bring it, he begs for more:
“Bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand” (1 Kgs. 17:11). Touched by love
or hunger’s delirium, she prepares
bread for the stranger first. Elijah
says the jar of meal will not be emp-
tied and the oil will not run out.
This is, of course, the Bible, a land

where providence is on full display.
The man of God brings a miracle, but
only as a foretaste of the one and fi-
nal miracle. In time, the woman’s son
dies. Now she cries in protest, “What
have you against me, O man of God?
You have come to bring my sin to re-
membrance, and to cause the death
of my son” (1 Kgs. 17:18). Strangely,
the man extends his body over the
woman’s child. He does it three
times, unknowingly invoking the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost. The death
of the child is united to the death of
Christ, and, in miraculous fashion,
the child is united to the undying life
of the risen Lord. “See, your son is
alive” (1 Kgs. 17:23).
The Lord upholds the orphan and

widow. The Lord lifts up those who
are cast down (Ps. 146). The Lord
may do it in any nation, among any
people, in his grace and freedom. The
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
resurrection of humanity. The Easter
Acclamation means this: O Lord, you
have drawn me up, you have healed
me, you have brought me up from
Sheol, you have restored me to life,
you have turned my mourning into a
dance (Ps. 30:1-3).
But I know. The death of a child is

a different death, a different sorrow.
Consolation may come in hoped-for

and unexpected ways, but only with
considerable time measured in years.
Part of healing is letting death be just
what it is, the end. What is faith,
then? The substance of things hoped
for. What things? Faith is a strange
and hidden work, God’s election,
God choosing according to his will
and good pleasure to reveal his Son
as the One who lives evermore (Gal.
1:15-16). Faith is the arching hope
that the death and life of the Lord ex-
tend over every child, every man,
every woman, human nature, what
we are.
Jesus says to a grieving woman,

“Do not weep.” Humanly speaking,
it’s a cruel thing to say. Weeping does
not spend the night; tears are the
bread of days and nights and weeks
and years. Jesus, however, speaks
from another place, and is himself
the hoped-for end. Jesus restored the
young man to his mother, which the
spiritual eye reads thusly: “All we go
down to the dust; yet even at the
grave we make our song: Alleluia, al-
leluia, alleluia” (“The Burial of the
Dead,” Book of Common Prayer, p.
499).
I go to a grave, often. I go to church

more often. “Just as bread that
comes from the earth, after God’s
blessing has been invoked upon it, is
no longer ordinary bread, … so too
our bodies, which partake of the Eu-
charist, are no longer corruptible, but
possess the hope of resurrection”
(Irenaeus, Liturgia Horarum, vol.
III, p. 84)

Look It Up
Read Ps. 130.

Think About It
God will raise you.

Local and Global
Trinity Church wall street is a vibrant
and welcoming Episcopal parish
community that carries out a wide-
ranging ministry of service to others.
with Trinity Church and st. Paul’s
Chapel as its cornerstones in Lower
Manhattan, Trinity advocates for a
more just and fair world locally and
globally, with partners in Africa, Asia,
Europe, and across north America.

Trinity’s outreach in new york City
includes st. Margaret’s house, a
subsidized apartment building for
elderly and disabled residents; the
Parish Center, a free space with
neighborhood resources; a Brown Bag
Lunch program that serves lunch to
those in need daily; a cold-weather
homeless shelter; programs to disrupt
the “school-to-prison” pipeline; and an
award-winning preschool. More than 20
worship services are offered every week,
many of which are webcast and viewed
by tens of thousands of people
worldwide. now in its fourth century of
ministry, Trinity welcomes approxi-
mately 3 million visitors per year.

Trinity Wall Street
120 Broadway, 38th Floor

new york, ny 10271 
212.602.0800  | trinitywallstreet.org 
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CLAssIFIEDs

Church Pew Refinishing Pew refinishing specialists
since 1972. Nations Oldest, Largest. www.keckgroup.com
888-253-KECK

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail
at festflags@aol.com.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

BUSINESS FOR SALE POSITIONS OFFERED
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ASSOCIATE: Saint Luke’s, Birmingham, Alabama,
seeks an Associate for Young Adult and Family Ministry.
This priest will take the lead in worship, teaching, retreats
and fellowship opportunities with our young adults and
family ministry, as well as help guide them in their rela-
tionship with our Lord Jesus Christ.   If you would like
more information, please send an email to the Search
committee at search@saint-lukes.com.  To apply: Please
send an updated OTM portfolio; a resume; an audio
file/podcast of a recent sermon; a written sermon; and a
letter of interest to search@saint-lukes.com

RECTOR: St. Francis Episcopal Church, Potomac,
Maryland (Diocese of Washington). We are a midsize
(ASA 170) congregation of committed Christians wor-
shiping in attractive, well-situated facilities in the Wash-
ington suburbs, developing a renewed energy and growth
after retirement of our rector of 27 years. We love the cer-
emony and beauty of traditional Episcopal liturgies, enjoy
a strong tradition of choral sacred music as part of our wor-
ship, and value preaching that is firmly based in scripture
and helps guide our daily lives. We seek a strong preacher
and teacher; seasoned church builder; welcoming and
responsive pastor; effective manager of people, process,
and property; experienced communicator; and energized,
self-aware individual. Send resume and OTM to: Kathleen
Alexander at rectorsearch2016@gmail.com. Full parish
profile is found at: http://stfrancispotomac.org/717161.ihtml

Home-based Christian publisher. Nets $57K part-time.
Client established. Will train. Retiring. $24,900. Call 828-
633-2737.

(888) 689-6757   International: (620) 622-4568
Email: mail@worshipwoodworks.com

207 W. Walnut • P.O. Box 385 • Protection, KS  67127

Visit us at www.worshipwoodworks.com
Worship Woodworks

Handcrafted materials

for stories written by

Sonja Stewart and

Jerome Berryman.

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply

YOUTH MINISTRY: Saint John’s Episcopal Church
in Memphis, TN, is seeking a full time Director of Youth
Ministry. Salary plus benefits. Active membership nearly
800. Join the #1 Small Business workplace in Memphis.
www.stjohnsmemphis.org

POSITIONS OFFERED



birmingham, Alabama
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
oF THe ADVenT
2017 sixth Ave. n. • 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Vail, Colorado
CHURCH oF THe TRAnsFIGURATIon
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

bradenton, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
4030 Manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIoCese oF FLoRIDA
325 n. Market st. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

orlando, Florida
DIoCese oF CenTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 e. Robinson st. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

sarasota, Florida
CHURCH oF THe ReDeeMeR
222 south Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

savannah, Georgia
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
1 w. Macon st. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

springfield, Illinois
DIoCese oF sPRInGFIeLD
821 s. second st. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

shreveport, Louisiana
sT. MARK’s CATHeDRAL 
908 Rutherford street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Hagerstown, Maryland
sAInT JAMes sCHooL
17641 College Rd. • 301.733.9330
stjames.edu

st. Louis, Missouri
THe CHURCH oF sT. MICHAeL
& sT. GeoRGe
6345 wydown blvd. • 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

new York, new York
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH FoUnDATIon
815 second Ave. • 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

new York, new York
sT. THoMAs CHURCH
FIFTH AVenUe
1 west 53rd st. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

new York, new York
TRInITY wALL sTReeT
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, new York
DIoCese oF wesTeRn new YoRK
1064 brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHY’s CHURCH
4523 six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, ohio
DIoCese oF soUTHeRn oHIo
412 sycamore st. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

oklahoma City, oklahoma
ALL soULs’ CHURCH
6400 n. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

oklahoma City, oklahoma
DIoCese oF oKLAHoMA
924 n. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
sT. DAVID’s CHURCH
763 s. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
s. sTePHen’s CHURCH
114 George st. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCese oF UPPeR
soUTH CARoLInA
1115 Marion st. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

nashville, Tennessee
DIoCese oF Tennessee
3700 woodmont blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

nashville, Tennessee
sT. bARTHoLoMew’s CHURCH
4800 belmont Park Ter. • 615.377.4750
stbs.net

nashville, Tennessee
sT. GeoRGe’s CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

(Continued on next page)

THE LIVING CHURCH Partners 2016
SPONSORS

THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).
To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.

DIoCese oF oKLAHoMA

sT. bARTHoLoMew’s, nAsHVILLe
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sewanee, Tennessee
CoMMUnITY oF sT. MARY
soUTHeRn PRoVInCe
1100 st. Mary’s Lane •
931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe InCARnATIon
3966 McKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIoCese oF DALLAs
1630 n. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
THe CHURCH oF sT. JoHn
THe DIVIne
2450 River oaks blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIoCese oF TeXAs
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
sT. DUnsTAn’s CHURCH
14301 stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
sT. MARTIn’s CHURCH
717 sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

san Antonio, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
510 belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west brattleboro, Vermont
JeRUsALeM PeACebUILDeRs
P.o. box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHeDRAL CHURCH 
oF ALL sAInTs
818 e. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

Mobile, Alabama
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
115 s. Conception st.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Carlsbad, California
sT. MICHAeL’s bY-THe-seA
2775 Carlsbad blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

Denver, Colorado
sT. JoHn’s CATHeDRAL
1350 washington st.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

Meriden, Connecticut
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In ConneCTICUT
290 Pratt street, box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GeoRGeTown
31st and o sts. nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

orlando, Florida
sT. MARY oF THe AnGeLs
6316 Matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida
DIoCese oF soUTHwesT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. e. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Vero beach, Florida
TRInITY CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

savannah, Georgia
THe CoLLeGIATe CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THe APosTLe
1802 Abercorn st. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

Indianapolis, Indiana
DIoCese oF InDIAnAPoLIs
1100 w. 42nd st. • 317.926.5454
indydio.org

south bend, Indiana
DIoCese oF noRTHeRn
InDIAnA
117 n. Lafayette blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Lafayette, Louisiana
CHURCH oF THe AsCensIon
1030 Johnston st. • 337.232.2732
ascensionlafayette.com

new orleans, Louisiana
DIoCese oF LoUIsIAnA
1623 7th st. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Grand Rapids, Michigan
GRACe CHURCH
1815 Hall st. se • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Minneapolis, Minnesota
ePIsCoPAL CHURCH
In MInnesoTA
1730 Clifton Pl., ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

st. Louis, Missouri
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
110 n. warson Road
314.993.2306
stpetersepiscopal.org

Jackson, Mississippi
DIoCese oF MIssIssIPPI
118 n. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, new Mexico
DIoCese oF THe RIo GRAnDe
6400 Coors blvd. nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, new York
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, new York
DIoCese oF LonG IsLAnD
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, new York
THe CHURCH oF THe MessIAH
296 Glen st. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, new York
DIoCese oF ALbAnY
580 burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

new York, new York
GRACe CHURCH
802 broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

Troy, new York
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
146 1st st. • 518.274.5884
stjohnstroy.org

Durham, north Carolina
sT. sTePHen’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DIoCese oF PITTsbURGH
325 oliver Avenue, suite 300
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, south Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY
CoMMUnIon
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHeDRAL
900 broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
700 s. Upper broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THe GooD
sHePHeRD
11122 Midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCese oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
sT. PeTeR’s CHURCH
320 saint Peter st.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

Midland, Texas
TRInITY sCHooL oF MIDLAnD
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

SPONSORS
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springfield, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF wesTeRn
MAssACHUseTTs
37 Chestnut st. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Las Vegas, nevada
DIoCese oF neVADA
9480 s. eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, new Hampshire
DIoCese oF new HAMPsHIRe
63 Green st. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, new Jersey
DIoCese oF new JeRseY
808 w state st. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, new York
CoMMUnITY oF sT. MARY
eAsTeRn PRoVInCe
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

new York, new York
CHRIsT & sT. sTePHen’s
CHURCH
120 w. 69th st. • 212.787.2755
csschurch.org

new York, new York
CHURCH oF THe
TRAnsFIGURATIon
1 e. 29th st. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, new York
DIoCese oF RoCHesTeR
935 east Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

Chapel Hill, north Carolina
CHURCH oF THe HoLY FAMILY
200 Hayes Rd. • 919.942.3108
chfepiscopal.org

Kinston, north Carolina
DIoCese oF eAsT CARoLInA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

winston-salem, north Carolina
sT. TIMoTHY’s CHURCH
2575 Parkway Dr. • 336.765.0294
sttimothysws.org

Fargo, north Dakota
DIoCese oF noRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. AnDRew’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosePH oF ARIMATHeA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Memphis, Tennessee
DIoCese oF wesT Tennessee
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Memphis, Tennessee
sT. MARY’s CATHeDRAL
700 Poplar Ave. • 901.527.3361
stmarysmemphis.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THe sAVIoR
110 s Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. AUGUsTIne’s oAK CLIFF
1302 w. Kiest blvd.
214.371.3441
staugustinesoakcliff.org

Dallas, Texas
sT. MATTHew’s CATHeDRAL
5100 Ross Ave. • 214.823.8134
episcopalcathedral.org

Denton, Texas
sT. DAVID oF wALes
623 ector st. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCese oF noRTHwesT
TeXAs
1802 broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH oF THe HoLY sPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCese oF wesT VIRGInIA
1608 Virginia st. e.
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Delavan, wisconsin
CHRIsT CHURCH
503 e. walworth Ave.
262.728.5292
christchurchdelavan.com

Phoenix, Arizona
DIoCese oF ARIZonA 
114 w. Roosevelt st.
602.254.0976
azdiocese.org

Pine bluff, Arkansas
TRInITY CHURCH
703 w. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCese oF DeLAwARe
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

orlando, Florida
CATHeDRAL CHURCH
oF sT. LUKe
130 n. Magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Ponte Vedra beach, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
400 san Juan Dr. • 904.285.6127
christepiscopalchurch.org

santa Rosa beach, Florida
CHRIsT THe KInG CHURCH
480 n. County Hwy. 393
850.267.3332
christthekingfl.org

Tallahassee, Florida
sT. JoHn’s CHURCH
211 n. Monroe st. • 850.222.2636
saint-john.org

wellington, Florida
sT. DAVID’s In THe PInes
465 west Forest Hill blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Des Moines, Iowa
DIoCese oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIoCese oF wesTeRn
LoUIsIAnA
335 Main st. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

boston, Massachusetts
THe CHURCH oF THe ADVenT
30 brimmer st. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

boston, Massachusetts
DIoCese oF MAssACHUseTTs
138 Tremont st. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

navasota, Texas
CAMP ALLen
18800 FM 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCese oF wesT TeXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

salt Lake City, Utah
DIoCese oF UTAH
75 s. 200 east • 800.343.4756
episcopal-ut.org

Richmond, Virginia
sT. MATTHew’s CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

seattle, washington
DIoCese oF oLYMPIA
1551 10th Ave. e
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCese oF FonD DU LAC
1051 n. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1b
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

Milwaukee, wisconsin
DIoCese oF MILwAUKee
804 e. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

sheboygan, wisconsin
GRACe CHURCH
1011 n. 7th st. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

soCIeTY oF MARY
AMeRICAn ReGIon
superior: Fr. John D. Alexander
114 George st.
Providence, RI 02906-1189
somamerica.org

ASSOCIATES



Point your kids in the right direction – when they’re old they won’t be 

lost. –  Proverbs 22:6

 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your being, and all your 

strength.  These words that I am commanding you today must always be 

on your minds.  Recite them to your children.  Talk about them when you 

are sitting around your house and when you are out and about, when you 

are lying down, and when you are getting up… – Deuteronomy 6:5-7

“I want my children to know the Bible,” is the emphatic statement clergy  

and Christian educators hear often from households.  We want to know 

scripture, and we want our children to know scripture as well.  If you are 

like this, then join The Bible Challenge and become a Bible reading 

household.

The average church only has 40 hours in a given year to influence the 

life of a child.  The average parent has 3,000 hours per year to influence 

a life.  Think about it.  You are your child’s most influential spiritual 

teacher.  The gift of your time will build their confidence and faith in 

God.  If you have a good church, you need its support, encouragement 

and expertise to help you be your child’s primary spiritual influence.  But 

without your commitment and attention, the church can do little to make 

a spiritual impact upon your child. 

A study of households who regularly attend church found that few 

parents discuss spiritual issues with their children.  In another survey of 

80,000 people, 87% claim it is of great importance to understand the 

The Parent Child Bible Challenge
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