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“We must be about the business of the
Holy Trinity. We must be about the busi-
ness of the Jesus who came and taught us.”
—The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry (see “The
New Presiding Bishop,” p. 7)
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Things
Have
Changed

GENERAL CONVENTION

As bishops and deputies gathered in record-set-
ting heat in Salt Lake City, the presiding officers of
General Convention were clear: they saw the church
as ready for change, if not even requiring change for
the church’s future health.
During her opening remarks to Convention on

June 24, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
said the church needs to face its fears and embrace
an unknown future.
“What no longer brings life must be laid down to

fertilize future growth,” she said, drawing as she of-
ten has on imagery from science. “We will not all
agree about precisely what that includes, but we
need to be fearless in examining what will come be-
fore us, whether it is marriage, the size of this delib-
erative body, or where we store up our treasure.”
Bishop Jefferts Schori repeatedly exhorted deputies

Electronic devices took the place of paper
in work and worship at General Convention.
Asher Imtiaz photo

This story is based on
reporting and reflection by

TLC’s team at the 78th
General Convention:

Zachary Guiliano,
the Rev. Jordan Hylden,

G. Jeffrey MacDonald, and
Matthew Townsend.

For complete reports,
commentary, and videos,

visit livingchurch.org and
Covenant, TLC’s weblog, at

covenant.livingchurch.org.
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and bishops to be brave and not cling
to vestiges that have served their pur-
poses.
“It is abundantly clear that many of

the older plantings have reached the
end of their lives,” she said. “We need

to find new ways of tending the birds
of the air who haven’t found sheltering
trees or nourishing fruit.”
Such new ways, she said, include

churches in which worship happens
around a meal, camps for children of
prisoners, and elder housing.
Structural changes will not be easy

because, in debating such proposals,
deeper issues are at stake, according
to opening remarks from the Rev. Gay
Jennings, president of the House of
Deputies.
“When we’re talking about struc-

ture, we’re really talking about our
identity,” she said. “We are talking
about who we are as the people of
God if we are not the church we have
always been. We’re talking about what
it means to be a deacon or a priest or
a bishop if it doesn’t mean what it
meant — or what we thought it meant
— when we finished a local formation
program or seminary.”
In the nine legislative days that fol-

lowed, deputies and bishops ap-
proved deep and wide change with re-
spect to marriage, leadership, liturgy,
structure, mission, and more.

Marriage
In a 5-4 decision announced on the
morning of June 26, the U.S. Supreme
Court ruled in Obergefell v. Hodges
that same-sex marriage is legal in all 50
states. Early arguments in open hear-
ings by the Special Legislative Com-
mittee on Marriage gave every indica-
tion that Convention would take a
similar path.
“How long are we going to allow

documents like the Book of Common
Prayer to contain language that is ex-
plicitly discriminatory?” asked the
Rev. Will Mebane, interim dean of St.
Paul’s Cathedral in Buffalo and a mem-
ber of the Task Force on the Study of
Marriage. “Demands for the Confed-
erate flag, a symbol of hate, to come
down have been heard. … It is time to
remove our symbol that contains lan-
guage of discrimination.”
“It is time to let our yes be yes, and

end what is nothing less than de facto
sacramental apartheid,” said the Rev.
Susan Russell of All Saints Church,
Pasadena, a member of the marriage
task force, at another open hearing.
When news of the Court’s decision

reached bishops and deputies at Gen-
eral Convention, cheers broke out in
Salt Palace Convention Center.
“We have something to celebrate to-

day,” said singer Ann Phelps of Theod-
icy Jazz Collective, mere hours after
the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling that
same-sex marriage is a constitutional
right. She invited those present to sing,
dance, and celebrate with the band.
The band opened with “Siyahamba”

or “We are marching,” the famous lib-
eration song from South Africans’ long
struggle against apartheid. Cheering
greeted the song’s beginning, and its
conclusion brought a roar of approval.
Episcopal News Service reported that
some worshipers formed a conga line.
The House of Bishops made its de-

cision by the afternoon of June 29,
three days after the Court’s ruling.
The Rt. Rev. Thomas Ely, Bishop of

Vermont, reported the work of the
Special Legislative Committee on Mar-
riage. Five of the bishops on the com-
mittee recommended that a liturgy for

blessing covenant relationships and
“three liturgies of marriage be author-
ized for trial use in accordance with
Article X.” The designation of the litur-
gies as being for “trial use” sets into
motion the process of amending the
Book of Common Prayer. Bishop Ely
described this move as “the approach
most faithful to our polity.”
He described A054 as “a more prac-

tical ordering of Canon 18.” He noted,
however, that the resolution had been
amended in committee to include “a
more robust declaration of intent” in
line with the prayer book. He stated
his belief that the proposed canon in
A054 does not conflict with the prayer

book, thus avoiding “a constitutional
crisis.”
The bishops took some time to dis-

cuss the resolutions at small-group ta-
bles before entering open deliberation.
Several bishops wished to make sure
that the use of any liturgies would be
subject to the permission and supervi-
sion of the diocesan bishop or ecclesi-
astical authority.
A morning session ended without

any movement of the resolutions, and
the House met for about an hour in
closed session in the afternoon.
After returning to open session, the

bishops quickly passed Resolution
A054 (authorizing the rites) and
moved to deliberation on Resolution
A036 (changing the church’s definition
of marriage in canon). Several Com-
munion Partner bishops noted their
disagreement with the form of A036,
although Bishop John Bauerschmidt
of Tennessee noted a resolution of

(Continued on page 7)
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Jefferts Schori: “many of the older plantings
have reached the end of their lives.”
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Theodicy Jazz Collective riffs at the June 26 Eucharist.



The 78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church, in passing Res-
olutions A036 and A054, has made a significant change in the Church’s
understanding of Christian marriage. As bishops of the Church, we
must dissent from these actions.
We affirm Minority Report #1, which was appended to the text of

Resolution A036:

The nature, purpose, and meaning of marriage, as traditionally un-
derstood by Christians, are summed up in the words of the Book of
Common Prayer:

“The bond and covenant of marriage was established by God
in creation, and our Lord Jesus Christ adorned this manner of life
by his presence and first miracle at a wedding in Cana of Galilee.
It signifies to us the mystery of the union between Christ and his
Church, and Holy Scripture commends it to be honored by all
people.

The union of husband and wife in heart, body, and mind is
intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort
given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is
God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in
the knowledge and love of the Lord” (BCP, p. 423).

The nature, purpose, and meaning of marriage are linked to the re-
lationship of man and woman. The promises and vows of marriage
presuppose husband and wife as the partners who are made one flesh
in marriage. This understanding is a reasonable one, as well as in ac-
cord with Holy Scripture and Christian tradition in their teaching
about marriage.

When we were ordained as bishops in the one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church, we vowed to “guard the faith, unity, and discipline of
the Church of God” (BCP, p. 518). We renew that promise; and in light
of the actions of General Convention, and of our own deep pastoral and
theological convictions, we pledge ourselves to
• “Maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3).

The bonds created in baptism are indissoluble, and we share one bread
and one cup in the Eucharist. We are committed to the Church and its
people, even in the midst of painful disagreement.
• “Speak the truth in love” (Eph. 4:15). When we disagree with the

Church’s actions, we will do so openly and transparently and — with
the Spirit’s help — charitably. We are grateful that Resolution A054 in-
cludes provision for bishops and priests to exercise their conscience;
but we realize at the same time that we have entered a season in which
the tensions over these difficult matters may grow. We pray for the
grace to be clear about our convictions and, at the same time, to love
brothers and sisters with whom we disagree.

• “Welcome one another … just as Christ has welcomed [us]” (Rom.
15:7). Our commitment to the Church includes a commitment to our
gay and lesbian brothers and sisters. We will walk with them, pray with
and for them, and seek ways to engage in pastoral conversation. We re-
joice that Jesus’ embrace includes all of us.
We are mindful that the decisions of the 78th General Convention do

not take place in isolation. The Episcopal Church is part of a larger
whole, the Anglican Communion. We remain committed to that Com-
munion and to the historic See of Canterbury, and we will continue to
honor the three moratoria requested in the Windsor Report and af-
firmed by the Instruments of Communion.
We invite bishops and any Episcopalians who share these commit-

ments to join us in this statement, and to affirm with us our love for our
Lord Jesus Christ, our commitment to The Episcopal Church, and the
Anglican Communion, and our dissent from these actions.

Communion Partner signatories:
The Rt. Rev. John C. Bauerschmidt, Bishop of Tennessee
The Rt. Rev. Gregory O. Brewer, Bishop of Central Florida
The Rt. Rev. Daniel W. Herzog, Bishop of Albany, resigned
The Rt. Rev. Paul E. Lambert, Bishop Pro Tem of Dallas
The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II, Bishop of Northern Indiana
The Rt. Rev. William H. Love, Bishop of Albany
The Rt. Rev. Bruce MacPherson, Bishop of Western Louisiana,
resigned
The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, Bishop of Springfield
The Rt. Rev. Edward L. Salmon, Bishop of South Carolina,
resigned
The Rt. Rev. William J. Skilton, Assistant Bishop of Dominican
Republic, resigned
The Rt. Rev. Michael G. Smith, Bishop of North Dakota
The Rt. Rev. Don A. Wimberly, Bishop of Texas, resigned

Other signatories:
The Rt. Rev. Lloyd Allen, Bishop of Honduras
The Rt. Rev. Jean Zache Duracin, Bishop of Haiti
The Rt. Rev. Francisco Jose�  Duque Go�mez, Bishop of Colombia
The Rt. Rev. Orlando Guerrero, Venezuela
The Rt. Rev. E. Ambrose Gumbs, Bishop of Virgin Islands
The Rt. Rev. Julio Holguin, Bishop of Dominican Republic
The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard, Bishop of Florida
The Rt. Rev. Alfredo Morante, Bishop of Ecuador Litoral

Episcopalians may register their public support of this statement at
bit.ly/SLCStatement2015. Please provide name; diocese and congre-
gation; email or mailing address; and indicate whether you are a
bishop, priest, deacon or lay person.

We the House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church wish to express
our love and appreciation to our colleagues who identify as Com-
munion Partners and those bishops who have affinity with the Com-
munion Partners’ position as stated in their “Communion Partners
Salt Lake City Statement.” Our time together in Salt Lake City, in con-
versation and in prayer, has demonstrated how profoundly the love
of God in Jesus binds us together and empowers us for service to
God’s mission. As we have waited upon the leading of the Holy
Spirit in our deliberations, we have been reminded that the House of
Bishops is richly gifted with many voices and perspectives on mat-
ters of theological, liturgical, and pastoral significance. This has
been shown in our discernment with respect to doctrinal matters rel-
ative to Christian marriage. We thank God for the rich variety of
voices in our House, in our dioceses, in The Episcopal Church, and
in the Anglican Communion, that reflect the wideness of God’s
mercy and presence in the Church and in the world.
We give particular thanks for the steadfast witness of our col-

leagues in the Communion Partners. We value and rely on their

commitment to The Episcopal Church and the Anglican Commun-
ion. We recognize that theirs is a minority voice in the House of Bish-
ops in our deliberations with respect to Christian marriage; and we
affirm that despite our differences they are an indispensable part of
who we are as the House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church. Our
church needs their witness. Further, we appreciate that each of us
will return to dioceses where there will be a variety of responses to
Resolutions A054 and A036. The equanimity, generosity, and gra-
ciousness with which the Communion Partners have shared their
views on Christian marriage and remain in relationship is a model
for us and for the lay and ordained leaders in our dioceses to follow.
We thank God that in the fullness of the Holy Trinity we can and
must remain together as the Body of Christ in our dioceses, in The
Episcopal Church, and in our relationships with sisters and brothers
in Christ in the Anglican Communion. The bonds created in baptism
are indeed indissoluble and we pray that we have the confidence to
rely upon the Holy Spirit who will continue to hold us all together as
partners in communion through the love of God in Jesus.

Communion Partners Salt Lake City Statement

Communion Across Difference  A Statement of the Mind of the House of Bishops
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some problems: “I think we significantly
strengthened this resolution for canoni-
cal changes and took care of some nig-
gling problems that might come back to
plague us later.”
Bishop William Love of Albany read

Mark 10:6-9, in which Jesus cites Genesis,
and reminded the House that Jesus spoke
as God incarnate: “But at the beginning of
creation God ‘made them male and fe-
male.’ ‘For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his
wife, and the two will become one flesh.’
So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore what God has joined together,
let no one separate.”
In the end, the House voted over-

whelmingly in favor of changing the
canon: 129 for, 26 against, and 5 absten-
tions.
Lambeth Palace released a statement

that described the Archbishop of Canter-
bury’s response to the bishops’ decision.
“The Archbishop of Canterbury [on

June 30] expressed deep concern about
the stress for the Anglican Communion
following the US Episcopal Church’s
House of Bishops’ resolution to change
the definition of marriage in the canons
so that any reference to marriage as be-
tween a man and a woman is removed,”
said an item on the archbishop’s website.
“While recognising the prerogative of the
Episcopal Church to address issues ap-
propriate to its own context, Archbishop
Justin Welby said that its decision will
cause distress for some and have ramifi-
cations for the Anglican Communion as a
whole, as well as for its ecumenical and
interfaith relationships.”
The archbishop’s concerns had no

clear effect on the House of Deputies.
“It’s been two generations we’ve been

waiting to do this very thing,” said deputy
James Steadman of Northwestern Penn-
sylvania. “God is doing something here.”
Deputies voted overwhelmingly for

the changes. Eighty-two percent voted
in favor of the canonical change, while
87 favored changing the rites. Before
the votes, President Jennings asked
deputies not to cheer out of respect for
one another. Deputies took results in
stride, with no outbursts.

NEws | July 26, 2015

(Continued on next page)

(Continued from page 5)

Bishop Curry and his wife, Sharon (center), surrounded by family and friends. Asher Imtiaz photo

Episcopalians arrived in Salt Lake City
under the leadership of a presiding
bishop who has nearly completed her
nine-year term. They knew that one of
four men would succeed her in the of-
fice. In one simple ballot, followed by
what seemed a protracted dance of
protocol in the House of Deputies, the
House of Bishops chose the Rt. Rev.
Michael Bruce Curry, 62, Bishop of
North Carolina since 2000. Curry will
be invested as the church’s 27th pre-
siding bishop Nov. 1 at Washington Na-
tional Cathedral.
Curry radiates energy and joy in his

preaching and in conversations with
others. He is the first African-Ameri-
can elected to the office (Bishop John
T. Walker of Washington was a nomi-
nee in 1985 and Bishop Herbert
Thompson of Southern Ohio was a
nominee by petition in 1997). He is
also the first presiding bishop elected
on the first ballot. (For most of the
House’s years the office simply fell to
the bishop with the most seniority.)
Curry commanded Convention’s at-

tention on June 23, when the four
nominees presented themselves for
randomly drawn questions on various
matters of doctrine, structure, and
pastoral style. The other three nomi-
nees — Bishop Thomas Breidenthal
of Southern Ohio, Bishop Ian Douglas
of Connecticut, and Bishop Dabney
Smith of Southwestern Florida — gave

thoughtful and touching answers to
questions, but Curry created a sense of
palpable excitement.
As the Rev. Tim Schenck of St.

John’s Church in Hingham, Massachu-
setts, put it on Twitter, “For PB we
need an Inspirer in Chief who speaks
boldly & passionately about the trans-
forming power of Jesus.”
Curry showed that he is not un-

aware of the dazzling effect of his
speaking nor of some remaining ques-
tions. In response, he cited a variety of
measurable accomplishments from
his diocese. “Can a preacher be an ad-
ministrator? Can an orator be an or-
ganizer? Ask the Diocese of North
Carolina.”
The bishops elected Curry on June

27. In addressing the press after his
election, Curry quoted from the Bible
in answering question after question.
He noted how Jesus demanded that
the temple be a house of prayer, how
dry bones came to life in Ezekiel, and
how first-century believers did not ex-
pect people to come to them but went
out to where the people were.
“It’s a challenging time, it’s an excit-

ing time, but the church has been here
— read the Acts of the Apostles,”
Curry said. “It’s in the Bible. We’ve
done it before, and we’ll do it again.”
Then early the next morning, Curry

capped an anti-gun violence rally with

The New Presiding Bishop
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a glimpse of his exuberant preaching
style, rooted (among other places) in
the African-American churches of the
diocese where he has been bishop for
15 years. His voice boomed over the
outdoor loudspeakers to the point that
he could have awakened anyone
sleeping blocks away at 8:20 a.m.
“We must be about the business of

the Holy Trinity,” he said. “We must be
about the business of the Jesus who
came and taught us.
“You have heard that it was said that

life is cheap,” he said in a style similar
to one of his heroes, Martin Luther
King, Jr. “You have heard that it was
said that violence is the way. You have
heard that it was said that racism is
okay. You have heard that it was said
that poverty doesn’t matter, but I say
unto you, ‘Love your enemy!’” The
crowd of 1,500 cheered.
Curry’s style marks a radical break

from that of Presiding Bishop Jefferts
Schori, who speaks in measured tones
and sticks to texts when preaching.
His passion, style, and commitment to
spiritual renewal are what the church
needs now, according to bishops and
deputies.
In the Episcopal Church, “we tend

to be more intellectual than we should
be,” said Southeast Florida Bishop
Leopold Frade. “His will be a different
style: unashamedly a proclaimer of
Christ. It’s very important to, let’s say,
be more out of our shell.”
Curry preached his first sermon as

presiding bishop-elect at the Conven-
tion’s last Eucharist. “Her passion’s a
little different from mine,” he said of
Bishop Jefferts Schori. “I told the
bishop I’m gonna get a little bit of cool
from her.”
The gospel reading for the service

was Matthew 28:16-20, the Great Com-
mission. Its assignment for the day
represented a moment of serendipity:
Bishop Curry did not know the format
and readings for the day very far in ad-
vance. But he said, “When I saw the
text, all I could say is: ‘There’s a sweet,
sweet Spirit in this place.’”
He began by reminding the congre-

gation of the enduring presence of

Christ: “Remember, I am with you —
in the first century and in the 21st — I
am with you always, even to the end
of the age.”
His main focus in the sermon was

on going out in gospel mission and
transforming the world, following
Christ’s teaching. Christ taught us, he
said, “to be reconciled and right with
God and to be reconciled and right
with each other,” an
echo of words from
the prayer book’s cate-
chism.
Throughout the ser-

mon, Bishop Curry re-
turned to many of his
favorite themes, espe-
cially about God rescu-
ing us “from the night-
mare that life can often
be into the dream that
God has intended from
before the Earth and
the world was ever
made.”
When he illustrated

“God’s dream” he evoked the
prophetic vision in Isaiah 40, speaking
of a return from exile and a home-
coming: “Every valley shall be exalted,
and every mountain and hill shall be
made low: and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the rough places
plain” (Isa. 40:4).
Bishops Curry’s rhetoric soared as

he drew in snippets of hymns, scrip-
tural texts, references to movies, sto-
ries, and jokes. He cried out; he whis-
pered; he evoked shouts of “Amen”
and applause. It was undoubtedly a
rare experience for many Episco-
palians: they were hanging on his
words in the 12th minute, and they
were still doing so when the sermon
ended 12 minutes after that.
Curry ended his sermon on the

theme of unity and racial reconcilia-
tion, speaking of how the Church
unites people of different races and
temperaments, “traditionalists” and
“progressives,” “Republicans and De-
mocrats.”
If you are baptized, he said, “You’re

in the Jesus movement. You’re God’s.”
And he concluded, “As he died to

make all holy, let us live to make all free.
God’s truth is marching on. Now go!”

NEws | July 26, 2015
(Continued from previous page)
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Curry answers questions
at a press conference after
his election.
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Racial justice emerged quickly as a
prominent theme and never let go. In
opening remarks, President Jennings
urged deputies “to take concrete ac-
tion toward ending racism and achiev-
ing God’s dream and justice for every
single person.” 
Concrete action unfolded in stages.

First came Curry’s historic election,
then a big march to end the gun vio-
lence that’s taken many young,
African-American lives [see page 11].
When the budget passed, it included
$2 million for new racial justice and
reconciliation initiatives.
“People want to talk about repara-

tions, but it wasn’t just the White
House that was built with slave labor.
Our church was,” said Bishop James
Mathes of San Diego during a commit-
tee meeting.
“I’d like it to be shockingly big

enough to where it says we’re really
going to double down in this area,”
Mathes said. “We need a societal
change, and the church needs to lead
it. We should walk out of this conven-
tion saying, ‘We’re going to lead it. And
we’re going to put our money where
our mouth is.’ I want it to be astonish-
ingly attention-getting.”
Resolution B014 says that the

church recognizes “the sin of racism
that continues to plague our society
and our Church, and that we formally
repent of our own historic and con-
temporary participation in systemic
racism, committing ourselves to racial
reconciliation through prayer, teach-

ing, and engagement.” Executive
Council and Bishop Curry, as the new
presiding bishop, will decide how the
$2 million is best spent.
In another major social justice ac-

tion, Convention addressed environ-
mental concerns by divesting from
fossil fuels. The Episcopal Church En-
dowment Fund, the Episcopal Church
Foundation, and the Investment Com-
mittee of the Executive Council will be
instructed to purge investment portfo-
lios of fossil-fuel companies. The
move follows in footsteps of the
United Church of Christ, the Unitar-
ian Universalist Association, and the
World Council of Churches, all of
which have adopted similar policies
since 2013. 
The House of Deputies voted by a

three-to-one margin to concur with the
House of Bishops and pass the resolu-
tion. It calls for divestment “in a fis-
cally responsible manner” and rein-
vestment in clean, renewable energy.
The bishops amended the initial res-

olution to exempt the Church Pension
Group from the rule. Noting that
amendment, deputy Patrick Funston
of Kansas said: “It shows our brothers
and sisters across the hall are more
concerned with their pensions than
with the environment.”
An effort to affect conflicts on the

West Bank through divestment failed
in both houses. Resolution C003,
which urged the church to divest from
companies doing business on the West

Reconciliation and Justice

The Order of the Daughters of the King
elected officers and heard challenges
to change the world during the group’s
46th Triennial June 20-23 at Zermatt
Resort in Midway, Utah. At an outdoor
Eucharist on June 21, the Rev. Canon
Andrew White challenged the Daugh-
ters to love their enemies and take
risks for Jesus. At a closing banquet,
candles from Thistle Farms marked
every place setting. After being chal-
lenged by the Rev. Becca Stevens,
founder of Thistle Farms, Daughters lit
their candles and guest musician
Roger Grenier sang “Take your candle,
go light your world.” A fuller report is
available at livingchurch.org.

Daughters of the King photo



10 THE LIVING CHURCH • July 26, 2015

Bank, was rejected by a nearly unani-
mous vote in the House of Bishops.
Bishop Edward Little of Northern

Indiana noted that the Anglican
Bishop of Jerusalem, Suheil Dawani,
has frequently said that divestment is
not helpful to Palestinians. Little said
the House had “already passed superb
resolutions” on the topic, referring to
A052 (Call for Ubuntu within the Epis-
copal Church Regarding Policy To-
ward Palestine and Israel).
Barry Howe, retired Bishop of West

Missouri and assisting in Southwest
Florida, said the resolution was fruit-
less. “We have no investments in any
of the corporations that are mentioned
by other groups as being particularly
those that are affecting settlement,” he
said.
Leopold Frade, Bishop of Southeast

Florida and a Cuban-American, rec-
ommended a different approach: “My
experience with boycotts and embar-
goes is that they hurt the very people
we think we’re helping. Palestinian
businesses need investment.”
The bishops of California, Rhode Is-

land, Southern Ohio, and Central
Florida, among others, also rose in op-
position.
Deputies likewise stopped short of

calling for divestment from companies
associated with Israel’s presence in
West Bank territories. Instead they
passed a resolution that authorizes
$675,000 for peace-building initiatives
in the Holy Land, including health care
and education.
“We believe that the way to our lib-

eration is through the heart of the
Jews,” said deputy Susan Haynes of
Northern Indiana, as she spoke in fa-
vor of the resolution. “Help these na-
tions come together through a process
of restorative justice.”
Some deputies believed the resolu-

tion did not go far enough.
“I speak against this resolution,”

said the Rev. Canon Gary Commins of
Los Angeles. “It is fairly benign, banal,
tepid, timid. … It does not address the
realities of what currently exists in Is-
rael and the occupied territories.”
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Marching through Zion
By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

About 1,500 people lined up be-
hind 79 bishops for an early Sun-

day-morning march on June 28 along
the streets of Salt Lake City in a rally
against gun violence.
In speeches, prayers, and hymns,

the Claiming Common Ground Against
Gun Violence rally denounced a rash
of gunshot deaths in the United
States. Gunshot survivors, including
Utah Bishop Scott Hayashi and mall-
shooting victim Carolyn Tuft, shared
their stories.
“I’m here to protect you from this

horrible life,” said Carolyn Tuft, who
lost her daughter in the 2007 Trolley
Square Mall massacre and nearly
died herself. She said pellets lodged
in her kidney, spine, lung, and tissues
have left her constantly battling lead
poisoning, pain, and nausea.
“I’m always hearing people say: ‘If

I would have had a gun, I would have
stopped him,’” Tuft said. “I’m telling
you right now: If I would have been
armed with a gun, there’s nothing I
could have done to change anything.
The outcome would have been ex-
actly the same. There was no time to
react.”
The one-mile march and rally was

organized by Bishops Against Gun Vi-
olence, an activist group that includes
about 60 bishops of the Episcopal
Church. The goal was to raise aware-
ness and build common ground in
lamenting lost life.
Maryland Bishop Eugene Sutton

spoke to the scale of the problem,
citing the fact that 30,000 Americans
die of gunshot wounds each year.
One million incidents lead to emer-
gency-room visits each year in the
United States, he said.
“Surely all of us, no matter what

our views are on specific tactics for
ending this epidemic of violence, we
come together to celebrate life and
say: this must stop,” Bishop Sutton
said.
The message hit close to home for

some in the crowd. The Rev. Randy
Callender, rector of St. Philip’s Church

Nearly 80 bishops lead the march against gun violence on June 28. Asher Imtiaz photo

in Annapolis, Maryland, has lost two
cousins to gun violence. One of the
perpetrators bought his gun on the
Web, Callender said.
“We need to continue this, not only

in Utah, but we need to take this all
over,” Callender said. “We need
walks all over, in all the cities, to let
people know that we’re serious.”
Before the event, Bishop Hayashi

said he hoped it would spark a public
conversation transcending the polar-
izing politics that too often surround
the issue. Speakers at Pioneer Park
made clear, however, that some trust
in legislative solutions more than oth-
ers.
“We too, like the Pharisees, want

to rely on the law,” said rally speaker
the Rev. Gayle Stewart, a deacon at
Calvary Church in northeast Wash-
ington, D.C., and a retired police offi-
cer in the city. “The Word encourages
a change of heart. And it is going to
take a change of the human heart,
and not laws, to do something about
gun violence.” The crowd applauded.
But Connecticut Bishop Ian Dou-

glas begged to differ.
“I’m here to witness to the fact that

laws can change the circumstance on

the ground,” Bishop Douglas said. He
said statutory changes have reduced
gun violence in Connecticut, while
changes loosening restrictions in
Missouri have led to an increase in
gun deaths. He said the difference is
documented in a study in the Ameri-
can Journal of Preventive Medicine.
“We’re not here to limit access,”

Douglas said. “We’re simply here to
enact and advocate for sane gun leg-
islation, specifically around purchas-
ing of handguns and licensing. So I
beg you, I beg you, to take action.”
Marchers barely talked as the

crowd wound its way down Salt Lake
City’s wide boulevards in tempera-
tures topping 80 degrees at 7:30 a.m.
Instead they sang: “Out of the deep, I
call / Unto thee, O Lord / Consider
well the sound / of my longing soul.”
The march drew curiosity from lo-

cal residents who live in one of the
most pro-gun states in the country.
One heckler, who would identify him-
self only as Paul, shouted briefly at
speakers at rally locations in the park
and outside the Salt Palace Conven-
tion Center, where the Episcopal
Church held its 78th General Con-

(Continued on next page)
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A Division of 

Liturgical
Revision Restarts
The most notable change approved by
General Convention will arrive on the
first Sunday of Advent, when the ma-
jority of dioceses will offer three
choices for priests who choose to per-
form marriage ceremonies for same-
sex couples. Many dioceses already
had granted permission for their
priests to perform weddings where
civil marriage was made legal.
The only exception will be in dioce-

ses led by bishops who are not con-
vinced the church should offer such
blessings, but they will be required to
refer same-sex couples elsewhere for
such rites.
This General Convention was con-

vinced that more liturgical change is
necessary for the 21st century. It au-
thorized the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music to begin plans for
revising both the Book of Common
Prayer (1979) and the Hymnal (1982).
Presiding Bishop Jefferts Schori had
spoken often of her hope for prayer-
book revision during the past several
months.
Bishop Tom Breidenthal of South-

ern Ohio argued that prayer book re-
vision is already “happening all around
us,” through piecemeal approaches to
new rites. He recommended a more
intentional process that “commits us
to a real conversation.”
The House of Deputies concurred

with the House of Bishops on July 2 to
begin the process, which could lead
to a revision that would “utilize the
riches of our Church’s liturgical, cul-
tural, racial, generational, linguistic,
gender and ethnic diversity in order to
share common worship.”
“We’re talking about establishing a

plan,” said the Very Rev. Kate Moore-
head of the Diocese of Florida. “We’re
simply embarking on a study and a lis-
tening process.”
On July 3, the House of Bishops ap-

proved creating a revision process for
the Hymnal 1982.
The resolution asks “the Standing

Commission on Liturgy and Music

vention from June 25 to July 3.
“You’re not going to get rid of the Second Amend-

ment,” Paul told TLC, referring to the constitutional
right to bear arms. “Guns are here to stay.”
Some marchers spoke to the Second Amendment

directly. The Rev. Philip Carr-Jones, rector of the
Church of the Holy Spirit in Lebanon, New Jersey,
marched in sunglasses, a black clerical shirt, and a
sandwich board that read: “Consider the 2nd …
Commandment 1st! Take no idol.”
A few locals joined in. Jay and Susan Aldous of

Salt Lake City had heard about the event and turned
out to show support.
“Too many innocent lives are taken,” she said. “It’s

not a way to resolve issues.” She said both ap-
proaches are needed — spiritual reform and legisla-
tive reform — to change a culture that too often
uses violence in attempts to fix problems.

(Continued from previous page)
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(SCLM) to prepare a plan for the com-
prehensive revision of the Hymnal
1982” and requests $25,000 for the
project.
Bishop Martins of Springfield was

the only bishop to speak against the
resolution, and he cited three reasons.
First, he mentioned that Church

Publishing had conducted “an exten-
sive survey” to see if anyone had a de-
sire to see the Hymnal revised. A ma-
jority did not.
Second, he reminded the House that

“the SCLM is already drinking from a
fire hose” because of General Conven-
tion resolutions. The commission has
been asked to establish a process for
revising the Book of Common Prayer,
to revise the Book of Occasional Serv-
ices, and to review dozens of saints
for potential inclusion in A Great
Cloud of Witnesses.
Third, he questioned whether, given

the availability of electronic resources
for church music, the church should
publish a new hymnal, when it already
has three (Hymnal 1982, Lift Every
Voice and Sing II, and Wonder, Love,
and Praise).
Other bishops spoke in favor of the

resolution. Bishop Mariann Budde of
Washington expressed her sense that
it is “important to be coherent” in re-
vision: if the church is to revise the
Book of Common Prayer, it ought to
revise the Hymnal as well.
Convention approved A Great

Cloud of Witnesses as a supplement to
Lesser Feasts and Fasts, which will
remain the primary text for celebrat-
ing saints’ days.
Proponents of administering Com-

munion to the unbaptized were turned
back by both houses, but by narrower
margins than three years earlier. Sev-
eral bishops attempted to revive the
matter in their House, but they could
not achieve the supermajority re-
quired for such an action.
Resolution C010 dealt with offering

Communion in this manner, a wide-
spread practice that violates canon. It
is often identified as an act of hospi-
tality and radical welcome.
In 2012, the House of Bishops

passed a resolution noting its dis-
agreement with this theology while ac-

(Continued on next page)
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knowledging a difference in practice.
In 2009, the House of Bishops’ Theol-
ogy Committee ruled it out as well. At
that time, as Bishop Greg Brewer of
Central Florida recalled, “the commit-
tee was universal in its rejection of
that sentiment: clergy, lay people, the-
ologians, bishops.”
This new resolution would not ap-

prove the practice but appoint a task
force to study it.
In a committee hearing, several

bishops spoke in favor of the resolu-
tion, especially if it were amended to
ensure that members would hold a va-
riety of theological views. Bishop W.
Andrew Waldo of Upper South Car-
olina had proposed the amendment to
the resolution, which Bishop Shannon
Johnston of Virginia heartily sup-
ported: “I would say my experiences
have led me to be wary that task
forces can in fact be de factoworks of
advocacy” unless diversity is built in.
Bishop Matthew Gunter of Fond du

Lac spoke most forcefully in opposi-
tion to the resolution. He said he un-
derstood why some congregations
practiced “open communion” but he
believed that the practice is theologi-
cally unsound, “not particularly radi-

cal, and only superficially hospitable.”
He asked the bishops why they

would pass the work to a task force:
“Do we want to surrender our role as
teachers every time a doctrine is chal-
lenged?”

Restructure 
in Small Doses
Most of the proposals by the Task
Force for Reimagining the Episcopal
Church were rejected straight out, re-
ferred to committees for the next
three years, or folded into other legis-
lation.
Convention approved TREC’s Reso-

lution A001, which urges seminaries,
the General Board of Examining
Chaplains, and other church bodies to
“restructure for spiritual encounter.”
This charge touches on training, bivo-
cational priesthood, clergy compensa-
tion, and congregational development.
Convention also approved TREC’s

proposal to eliminate all standing com-
missions except for Liturgy and Music,
and Structure, Governance, Constitu-
tion, and Canons (known previously
only as Constitution and Canons). Ex-
ecutive Council has freedom to create
new task forces to succeed the stand-
ing commissions on Anglican and in-
ternational peace with justice con-
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Members of Episcopal Church
Women organized a fundrais-
ing race during their 48th Trien-
nial Meeting in Salt Lake City.
The 5K Run/Walk, which drew
more than 150 participants,
raised funds for the Homeless
Youth Resource Center of Salt
Lake City. The route took par-
ticipants past the Diocese of
Utah’s Cathedral Church of St.
Mark, the Roman Catholic
Cathedral of the Madeleine, the
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints’ Salt Lake Tem-
ple, and Temple Square. Visit
livingchurch.org for a fuller re-
port on the ECW’s meeting.

John Dlugolecki photo
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cerns, communication and informa-
tion technology, ecumenical and inter-
religious relations, health, lifelong
Christian formation and education,

ministry development, mission and
evangelism, small congregations, so-
cial justice and public policy, steward-
ship and development, and world mis-
sion.
Convention rejected a TREC pro-

posal to “restructure assets in service
of God’s mission.” It also rejected
TREC’s proposal to decrease the size
of Executive Council.
Convention approved a resolution

that makes diocesan assessments
mandatory. Dioceses that do not pay
their assessment could be deprived of
funding from the Domestic and For-
eign Missionary Society.
Many deputies expressed wariness

about a proposed unicameral General
Convention, another idea that did not
gain sufficient traction for approval.
Speakers at a hearing on the issue

focused on what would happen to the
quality of floor debates if deputies
were to find themselves side-by-side
with bishops. Some felt a door to
greater equality of voices would swing
open like a breath of fresh air.
“If we change, it would have a cat-

alytic and transformative impact
throughout the church,” said Diocese
of Washington Bishop Mariann Edgar
Budde. “The efficiencies that we
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would create would be staggering.”
The topic came before the Commit-

tee on Governance and Structure as it
dug into the challenge of sifting

through resolutions derived
from TREC.
None of the speakers at

one hearing disputed the
notion that a unicameral
system would involve less
complexity and less dupli-
cation than the current
form. As speakers observed,
today’s structure requires
two bodies to each consider
and debate the same pro-
posal before it can be
adopted. A secretariat must
then manage the volumi-
nous administration re-
quired by the process.
Support for unicameral-

ism also came from individ-
uals who have observed
close-up the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Amer-

ica, a full communion partner of the
Episcopal Church. The ELCA relies on
a unicameral system.
“It’s a partnership that we have with

our Lutheran brothers and sisters,”
said John Johnson, a layman from the
Diocese of Washington and an ELCA
staffer. “As much as we have to teach
them, I think they have a little bit to
teach us.”
But others worried deputies would

be less-than-forthcoming with their
true opinions for fear of adverse reper-
cussions if their own bishops were lis-
tening nearby.
“If your boss is sitting there and you

don’t agree with them, very often you
will not say anything,” said Sally Sedg-
wick, an alternate deputy from the
Diocese of Southern Ohio who has
worked at ELCA’s headquarters.
Sedgwick added that some would

likely stay quiet because they’re intim-
idated, or simply shy to speak publicly
in front of a crowd that includes
dozens of bishops.
Ultimately Convention approved a

constitutional amendment allowing
ad-hoc joint sessions, including simul-
taneous voting.
Should a supermajority of Execu-

Asher Imtiaz photo

The Rt. Rev. Scott Hayashi, Bishop of Utah, testifies during a hearing.
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tive Council have the power to fire the
three top executives of the church?
The idea was under debate through
much of Convention and died in the
House of Deputies.
Convention agreed to have a com-

mittee study a proposed stipend for the
president of the House of Deputies,
rather than agreeing to the stipend as
requested in a resolution.

Mission
Deputies showed new commitment to
church-planting by amending the pro-
posed triennial budget during floor de-
bate Thursday and authorizing new
spending from endowment returns to
the tune of $5.6 million.
The increase came in the process of

approving a $122 million budget. See-
ing the proposed budget came in far
short of requested funding levels for
church-planting, deputies quickly rose
to object.
“We’ve got to be more intentional

about church planting,” said the Rev.
Danielle Morris of the Diocese of Cen-
tral Florida. “It must become a priority,
and you can’t do that with the small
budget that we have.”
As a member of the Program,

Budget, and Finance Committee
moved to modify the budget that his
committee had approved, the Rev.
Canon Frank Logue of the Diocese of
Georgia called for an additional $2.8
million for Latino-Hispanic congrega-
tional development and another $2.8
million to create a churchwide net-
work for planting up to 30 new con-
gregations. He said funds will be
raised by drawing less than .5 percent
annually from the Episcopal Church’s
endowment.
Funding for a “digital evangelism

initiative,” aimed at sharing the gospel
and attracting new churchgoers via
the Web, ultimately came in well be-
low the $3 million named in a resolu-
tion that passed the House of
Deputies. The approved budget allo-
cated $750,000 for the effort, but
deputies were nonetheless hopeful. 
“We are alive and present and in-

(Continued from previous page)
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world,” said the Rev. Bonnie Perry,
senior deputy from Chicago.
Largely in response to the death of

bicyclist Thomas Palermo and charges
of drunken driving and manslaughter
against former bishop Heather Cook
of Maryland, Convention adopted
three resolutions about alcoholism
and other drug abuse: D014 (Question
Ordinands About Addiction), A158
(Task Force to Review and Revise Pol-
icy on Substance Abuse, Addiction
and Recovery) and A159 (The Role of
the Church in the Culture of Alcohol
and Other Drug Abuse).
“I’m Mark, and I’m an alcoholic,”

said Bishop Mark Hollingsworth, Jr.,
of Ohio as he began a report by a spe-
cial committee appointed by the pre-
siding bishop and the president of the
House of Deputies.
“There were hundreds of years of so-

briety” around the table, Hollingsworth
said, and the committee had “a jointly
held understanding of the gravity of this
issue.”
The resolutions passed after poignant

debate spotlighted a culture of drink-
ing that deputies said pervades the
Episcopal Church. One after another
rose to tell how local church events
feel unsafe to alcoholics because alco-
holic beverages are routinely served. 
“We have had an unhealthy and un-

holy relationship with alcohol, and we
need to change that,” said Kevin Cross,
a deputy from the Diocese of Easton
and member of the Legislative Commit-
tee on Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse.
But Convention ultimately diluted

calls for reform. For example, rather
than impanel a task force as its name
implies, resolution A158 merely com-
mends to congregations and other in-
stitutions a set of basic guidelines to
follow when serving alcohol at church
functions. No task force was actually
created.
In the end, General Convention ap-

proved many changes — some dra-
matic, some incremental — that will
play out gradually. Much will depend
on how dioceses, congregations, task
forces, and standing commissions in-
terpret and apply what’s new. General
Convention has spoken.  o
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Global Briefs
Vows Renewed
For the bride the scene was not un-
usual. She was ready to walk down
the aisle, but her groom had been dis-
tracted, wandering about to greet
their many guests. So she shrugged
and walked forward, calling “Come
now, we are late.” Leah Tutu has had
60 years to grow accustomed to the
ways of her famous spouse, Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, fondly called
“The Arch.” The couple had come to
St. George’s Cathedral, Cape Town,
to renew their vows after 60 years of
marriage. They were married in 1955.
The couple’s daughter, the Rev.
Canon Mpho Tutu, presided.

Now There Are Six
Two further appointments in the last
few days have boosted the number of
women bishops in the Church of Eng-
land to six. Ruth Worsley is to be suf-
fragan bishop of Taunton (Diocese of
Bath & Wells) and Anne Hollingsworth
suffragan bishop of Aston (Birming-
ham). Already appointed are Libby
Lane to Stockport (Chester), Alison
White to Hull (York), Sarah Mullaley to
Crediton (Exeter), and Rachel Tre-
week as diocesan bishop of Glouces-
ter. None of these names were among
those touted by media pundits as
likely appointees.

Salvation Army is 150
Walking at night on the streets of Lon-
don’s seedy district of Whitechapel,
William Booth, a Methodist preacher,
was shocked at the grinding poverty
and sights of young girls sold into
prostitution. He described the scene
as like stepping into Dante’s Inferno.
With his wife, Catherine, he would re-
turn night after night offering “soup,
soap, and salvation.” Later he would
write in his book Darkest England:
“The blood boils with impotent rage
at the sight of these enormities.” In
one of the strange quirks of history,
Booth was somehow unable to im-
press a vision for spiritual and practi-
cal work with the poorest of the poor
on John Wesley, founder of Method-
ism. So Booth founded his own move-
ment, the Salvation Army, which cel-

Britain Mourns
On July 3, Britain observed a midday
minute’s silence for the 18 men and 12
women who were among the 38 holi-
daymakers murdered by an ISIS gun-
man near Sousse in Tunisia. The
youngest casualty was 19, the oldest
80. Sporting events at Wimbledon and
the Henley Regatta were delayed. The
Queen and Prime Minister David
Cameron paused during official du-
ties to join the observance.

Cathedral Services on Twitter
Who said English Cathedrals with
their pipe organs, robed choirs, and
Jacobean liturgy live in a total time
warp? Ripon Cathedral, in North
Yorkshire, has announced it will
make it possible for absent wor-
shipers to follow services on Twitter.
It claims to be the first English cathe-
dral to appoint a person dedicated
full time to boosting the number of
worshipers able to pray using the
Web. Canon Precentor Paul Greenall,
who oversees worship at Ripon, told
the Sunday People newspaper: “We
forget sometimes that even writing
was cutting-edge social media once.”

ebrated its 150th birthday June 29. It
works in 126 countries with 1.5 mil-
lion members worldwide.

Principal Becomes Bishop
The Rev. Graham Tomlin, founding
Principal of St. Mellitus College,
which has become one of the largest
theological colleges in the Anglican
Communion since it was set up in
2007, is to be Bishop of Kensington in
the Diocese of London. St. Mellitus
currently has 173 ordinands in train-
ing and more than 600 people taking
its courses. Tomlin’s most recent
book is The Widening Circle: Priest-
hood as God’s Way of Blessing the
World, published last year. Welcom-
ing the appointment, the Bishop of
London, the Rt. Rev. Richard Chartres,
said: “In his many publications and in
his teaching in St. Mellitus College,
Graham has demonstrated a gener-
ous orthodoxy which combines
depth with clarity.” 



18 THE LIVING CHURCH • July 26, 2015

The Rt. Rev.  Paul E. Lambert
Bishop Suffragan (and Pro Tem), Diocese
of Dallas
What he routinely wears with clerical

shirt and collar: a wide-brimmed hat
Why: “I just wear my hat to keep the

sun off my head. This one I bought in
Canterbury at the Lambeth Conference.
Everybody wants to buy it.”

The Very Rev. Tracey Lind
Dean of Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland
Style: conservative, sometimes dressy
Why: “The more radical you are, the

more conservative you need to dress. I
learned that a long time ago, and I’ve
taught that to my colleagues.”

The Rev. Emily Hillquist Davis
Vicar of St. Thomas Deaf Church, St. Louis
What she wears in clergy attire: always a

black shirt and full collar (never a tab)
Why: “I work with the deaf. People who

interpret or sign a lot wear black so that
our hands are more visible. And this collar
is stronger than a tab collar. If I run away,
God yanks on the leash, and I’m like,
‘Okay, I remember, thanks.’”

The Rev.  Christine Grosh
Rector of Trinity Memorial Church,
Crete, Nebraska
What she looks for in an alb: balance
Why: “I want to choose something that

is expressive of my own sense of style, but
still in the role that is comfortable in my
church. I have a small church, so I wouldn’t
want to be over the top in terms of too
much lace. It would look pretentious.”

The Rev. Chris Yaw
Rector of St. David’s Church in Southfield,
Michigan
Founder of ChurchNext, an online learn-
ing resource for congregations
What he routinely wears to work: a

clergy shirt and collar, but not at General
Convention this year
Why: “I’m on sabbatical. Since I’m here

just to kind of meet people, I don’t really
need a collar. I think I’ve worn the collar
once in three months now because I did a
wedding last weekend.”

The Rt.  Rev. Julio Holguin
Bishop of the Dominican Republic
What he wears with his collar: a clerical

shirt, but not always purple like other
bishops. He likes red.
Why: “Classically this is a color very

common among bishops. The red repre-
sents the blood of the martyrs.”

The Rt.  Rev. Francisco Moreno
Bishop of Northern Mexico
Presiding Bishop of La Iglesia Anglicana
de Mexico
What he wears with his clerical shirt

and collar: always a suit
Why: “It’s a formal way to present myself.

It shows respect for the people I serve.”

Sr. Ellen Stephen
Nun in the Order of St. Helena, North
Augusta, South Carolina
What she and her sisters wear for special

services: a white tunic with a cincture (belt)
Why: “The tunic is in the shape of the

Cross, the Tau Cross. The front is

Called to be Me
General Convention gave Salt Lake City a glimpse of every type of clergy
fashion, from buttoned-down businesslike to comfortably casual. The range
of styles on display made TLC journalists wonder in a playful moment:
How do clergy decide what to wear with their standard shirt-and-collar? It
turns out some give it quite a bit of thought — and love to talk about it.

Photos by Asher Imtiaz  • Text by G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Lambert

Lind

Hillquist Davis

Grosh
EDITOR’S NOTE:  This page has been updated. The original carried an incorrect photo identifying Christine Grosh.

A correction appears in the August 16 print edition of THE LIVING CHURCH.



July 26, 2015 • THE LIVING CHURCH   19

designed like an apron, to show that we are
servants, that we work for God. In the cinc-
ture, the knots on the bottom are not sym-
bolic. They’re for catching in wheelchairs
and for little puppy dogs to chew on. But
these three upper knots are symbolic of our
three-fold vow of poverty, chastity, and obe-
dience.”

Sr . Miriam Elizabeth
Nun in the Order of St. Helena, North
Augusta, South Carolina
What wearing the habit evokes: aware-

ness of vocation
Why: “It bonds me with my sisters, and it

sets me apart from other people in the
world. It reminds me of God’s particular
call for me, living in the community where
God works on me to live my best self.”

The Rev. Rachel Taber-Hamilton
Rector of Trinity Church, Everett, Washington
What she wears over clerical vestments:

lively ethnic patterns, sometimes reflecting
her Native American ancestry
Why: “I try to go for a balance between

something I’m comfortable wearing and
something I think is approachable. If people
say, That’s interesting! I’m interested in that, then
they’ll come up and start a conversation. I
like color, I like sparkle, and I like bling. I
call it liturgical bling.”

The Rev. Jabriel  Ballentine
Rector of Church of St. John the Baptist,
Orlando, Florida
What he typically wears with his clerical

collar: tailored shirt, slacks with suspenders
or a suit, and an Ethiopian pectoral cross
Why: “Being a priest doesn’t mean I have

to lose my sense of style. If I have a little
more flair, then something about the style
compels those who aren’t religious to come
over and start a conversation with me. And
once you talk to me, it’s fair game for me to
just be my priestly self.” 

Yaw

Holguin

Moreno

Sr. Ellen Stephen

Sr. Miriam El izabeth

Taber-Hamilton

Ballentine
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By G. Jeffrey MacDonald

Clergy representing a range of the-
ological perspectives found re-

markable common ground Sunday on
a number of core aspects of marriage
when they took part in a panel dis-
cussion hosted by THE LIVING CHURCH.
Responding to questions about the

divine purpose and essence of mar-
riage, panelists agreed that hu-
mankind’s destiny in Christ is
glimpsed — albeit incompletely —
when a couple is betrothed.
“Two people vow fidelity lifelong

in order to learn how to love the
neighbor through their love of one an-
other,” said the Rt. Rev. Thomas Brei-
denthal, Bishop of Southern Ohio.
“It’s not only for the purpose of their
mutual happiness, and not even only
for the sanctification of each of them,
but as a gift to the larger church.”
The high-minded discussion, held

before a gathering of 150 at the Hilton
Salt Lake City Center, invoked the
work of theologians from the Apostle
Paul to Augustine of Hippo and con-
temporary Roman Catholic ethicist
Lisa Cahill. But it was poignant per-
sonal stories, especially regarding
marriage and children, that allowed
the bridge-building conversation to
be as vulnerable and earthy as it was
intellectual and spiritual.

Bishop of Pittsburgh Dorsey Mc-
Connell told how he had lived with
his girlfriend for more than two years
before they got married.
“It was a brokenness that God

used,” Bishop McConnell said.
In marriage, the McConnells were

unable to have children and grieved
that empty void. When they finally
were able to adopt an infant son, Mc-
Connell cut the umbilical cord. A few
days later, he had an epiphany in
prayer.
“He will never know his birth

mother, and we will never have a
child of our own flesh,” McConnell
said. “And yet, what was born in that
is as perfect an embodiment of the
Paschal mystery of the cross and res-
urrection that I can think of.”
The panel included defenders of

traditional marriage as well as pro-
ponents of same-sex marriage who
consider it a practice consistent with
Christian moral teachings. But that
diversity on a hot-button topic did
not devolve into anything close to ac-
rimony. On the contrary, participants
found layers of common ground.
“There certainly was a diversity of

opinion among the panelists in a
number of areas,” said Jamie McMa-
hon, a deputy from the Diocese of
Pittsburgh. “But by elevating the con-
versation to the theological level,

there were also places where they
agreed with each other that were un-
expected.”
He noted a panel theme: marriage

as a relationship in which both
spouses learn what it means to love
sacrificially. When marriage is under-
stood to serve that purpose, it does
not have to be between a man and a
woman, McMahon said.
But that does not mean differences

between marriage partners are unim-
portant, said the Rev. Cameron Pa-
tridge, a Massachusetts priest and a
married, transgender man with two
children. Quite the contrary.
“One of the interpretive questions

that lies at the heart of the current
conversation is, What is the unity
of affinity and difference at the
heart of marriage?” Partridge said.
“I would say marriages in their
unions bring together difference, re-
gardless of whether they’re two peo-
ple of the same sex or two people of
a different sex. And that difference
really matters.”
In organizing the event, THE LIVING

CHURCH hoped to encourage theologi-
cal engagement at General Conven-
tion, where important issues too often
are debated in the absence of a faith-
ful, intellectual framework, according
to editor Christopher Wells. Because
questions of marriage loomed large

Conversation, not Debate
From left: moderators Wells and Guiliano, and panelists Bauerschmidt, Meyers, Hylden, Partridge, Breidenthal, and McConnell. Asher Imtiaz photo
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New!
on General Convention’s agenda this
year, it seemed a theological conver-
sation on the topic would be a timely
offering to the Episcopal Church.
“This is feeding a desire,” Wells said.

“Episcopalians and Anglicans rightly
think our church is a learned church.
They rightly think our church is a the-
ological church. And what this event
did was to provide an outlet in a Con-
vention that is doing very little of that.”
Wells and his co-moderator, Cam-

bridge University doctoral candidate
Zachary Guiliano, asked the six pan-
elists such questions as who defines
marriage, what is it, what is its role in
society, and is sex outside of mar-
riage always morally wrong. Being
clergy as well as intellectuals, sev-
eral speakers brought pastoral con-
cerns to bear in their responses.
“The church needs to help us ad-

dress the problem of How do we use
our sexuality responsibly? What are
responsible sexual relationships?”
said the Rev. Ruth Meyers, professor
of liturgics at Church Divinity School
of the Pacific. “It may well be that
the only responsible sexual relation-
ship is within betrothal or marriage.
But when the church is simply say-
ing, ‘here’s the limit,’ then the college
students … feel shut down. It’s not
safe to ask the question because
they’re going to be told they’re bad.”

The Rev. Jordan Hylden, a Duke Uni-
versity doctoral student, made the case
that marriage is, as per an exhortation
in the Book of Common Prayer, “the
fruitful one-flesh union of a man and a
woman who give themselves away to
one another.” He said it serves a num-
ber of societal purposes, including so-
cialization of the next generation.
“It doesn’t seem to be a symbol

pointing to something else, but it is
what it is,” Hylden said. “And so we
have, in our exhortation, that mar-
riage is a bond established by God in
creation. It’s absolutely unique.”
Panelists concluded by looking

ahead to the future of marriage, par-
tially in light the Supreme Court’s de-
cision finding a constitutional right
for gays and lesbians to marry. The
Rt. Rev. John Bauerschmidt, Bishop
of Tennessee, said the notion of
monogamy is largely if not exclu-
sively based on the assumption that
there are only two sexes. If that as-
sumption is undercut, then other un-
derstandings might fall with it, in his
view.
“Maybe the requirement that mar-

riage be limited to a couple will also
disappear,” Bauerschmidt said. “We
just assume marriage is between two
people. But in fact, of course, 50 years
ago we assumed it was between two
people of the opposite sex.”

THE LIVING CHURCH’s conversation on marriage drew listeners of many ages. Asher Imtiaz photo
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EDITORIAL

After Salt Lake City

We will never see, this side
of Jordan, the whole of
the Church gathered to

worship our Lord. But it is a stirring
sight that brings to mind that great
day to come, to see representatives
from Liberia to Louisiana and from
Connecticut to Colombia all con-
fessing one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, sharing one bread and one
cup. Other things happened in Salt
Lake City, and they are what filled
the headlines, but nothing that we
did was as important as what Christ
did each time we gathered at the al-
tar.
We elected a new presiding

bishop, Michael Curry, the first
African-American in that office,
which was established under
William White. Bishop Curry is a
passionate preacher of the gospel,
and a man who speaks of Jesus with
ease and warmth. He will face great
challenges, as the State of the
Church 2015 report makes clear. Our
median average Sunday attendance
has dropped from 80 to 61 in the last
13 years, and 55 percent of us are over
age 50; 45 percent of our churches
already lack a full-time priest. But to
the many challenges we will face to-
gether, Bishop Curry brings an un-
quenchable faith and a buoyant
spirit. He may well be just the leader
we need. We wish him well and he
will be in our prayers.
Into the headwind of discourag-

ing statistics, General Convention
made bold moves in support of
evangelism, racial reconciliation,
and church-planting, with millions
of new dollars dedicated. Much of
this impetus came not from official
committees but from dedicated

groups of Episcopalians who rolled
up their sleeves and made their case.
This is heartening, and in keeping
with the long history of renewal in
Christian churches. Of course, real
evangelism and reconciliation are
not issues that can be solved by

budgetary allocation. It is a matter
of culture: Will we be a church
truly unafraid to share the good
news of Jesus, and truly willing to
invite people who do not look like
us to join our church families? Will
we do the work of being with the
poor and the outcast, and not just
doing for them with our check-
books?
One cultural change we commit-

ted to regards our culture of drink-
ing. “Where there are four Episco-
palians, there is always a fifth.” That
all seems less funny now, after the
tragic death of Thomas Palermo. In
Resolution A159, we recognized our
“complicity in a culture of alcohol,
denial, and enabling,” and spoke
aloud of our need to confront this
reality and repent. It may have been
among the most important things
we did in Salt Lake City.
There was much to-do about

structural change after the TREC
proposals, but the changes made

were modest. We have eliminated
all but two standing commissions
(Liturgy and Music, and Structure,
Governance, Constitution, and
Canons), and that was an important
step. But we have not reduced the
size of General Convention one
iota, nor our provincial structures,
nor Executive Council. The mil-
lions upon millions of dollars spent
in our church on administrative
and governance bloat are urgently
needed in our dioceses and in our
parishes — for evangelism and
church-planting, for mission and
outreach, for our struggling semi-
naries and heavily indebted semi-
narians. All reasonable people must
admit that General Convention is
far too big to function well as a leg-
islative body. This was a missed op-
portunity.
The biggest headlines, of course,

were to do with same-sex marriage.
We stand with the Communion
Partner bishops, who in their state-
ment (see page 6 of this issue) af-
firmed that the “promises and vows
of marriage presuppose husband
and wife as the partners who are
made one flesh in marriage. This
understanding is a reasonable one,
as well as in accord with Holy Scrip-
ture and Christian tradition.” We
also stand with their commitment
to walk alongside Canterbury and
the Anglican Communion in that
to which the Book of Common
Prayer commits us.
The Communion Partner bishops

conducted themselves with malice
toward none, and charity toward all.
And their “equanimity, generosity,
and graciousness” were recognized
by the entire House of Bishops in

Asher Imtiaz photo

Salt Palace Convention Center, Salt Lake City 
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the “Communion Across Differ-
ence” statement (again, see page 6),
which spoke of the “indispensible”
witness of conservatives on this is-
sue within the Episcopal Church,
despite our serious disagreements.
There will be more disagree-

ments in the coming years, as the
church has now begun the planning
process for prayer-book and hym-
nal revision. This seems like folly to
us. Church Publishing surveys
showed no appetite for hymnal re-
vision, and we surely are not yet
done receiving what the 1979 BCP
has to teach us. After several
decades of division on sexuality,
must we now embark on another
needless decade of liturgy wars?
Of course, there are many who do

indeed want changes that the 1979
prayer book does not allow. The
practice of “open table” was debated
again, and the bishops narrowly de-
feated a proposal to study it further.
Associated Parishes for Liturgy and
Mission, which drove the last
prayer-book change, has posted a
lecture on its website in which sev-
eral questions are raised: Do creeds
really have a place other than at the
baptismal rite? Does there need to
be a confession of sin each Sunday?
Is our eucharistic prayer too fo-
cused on the passion of Christ and
the Paschal mystery? To this, we
might add that the favored nomen-
clature today is “God’s dream,” not
“God’s kingdom”; along with “it is
right to give God [not him] thanks
and praise.” And then, of course,
there is “man and woman” in the
marriage service.
It is not clear to us that the Epis-

(Continued on next page)



We wish to express special 

thanks to the parishes, dioceses,

and foundations whose gifts made

possible both TLC’s

Conversation on the Church and

our presence at General 

Convention in Salt Lake City:
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Christ Church Cathedral, Indianapolis
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copal Church will be able to create
a text that can truthfully be called a
book of common prayer for all of its
clergy and members gathered for
worship, from Delaware to the Do-
minican Republic. We suggest that
the Canadians and the English have
something to teach us in this regard,
particularly Canada’s 1962 Book of
Common Prayer established along-
side its 1985 Book of Alternative
Services, which functions like the
prayer book in most Canadian
parishes today. If we do genuinely
want to relieve the pressure of our
squabbles about a one-size-fits-all
book and be a comprehensive
church, there are ready precedents
at hand, including the English “fly-
ing bishops” if need be.
There will, at least, be time to

think about it. The rites we passed
in Salt Lake City are “trial use,” and
are specified to require the permis-

EDITORIAL

After Salt Lake City
sion of diocesan bishops. If they are
tried for three years and found to
be perfect (which seems rushed),
they can be proposed on a first
reading as part of a new BCP in 2018,
and then adopted in 2021. But any
prayer-book revision will take at
least nine years, and it would be odd
to adopt a piecemeal revision in
2021, and then a comprehensive re-
vision in 2024. We will have the 1979
book for some time, and we would
do well to consider keeping it
alongside another book for those
who so desire.
We all have much work to do in

the coming years, most of which has
nothing to do with resolutions and
committees, praise God. Bishop
Curry gave the gathered leaders a
rousing send-off at Convention’s
end, commissioning us to follow
with boldness in the footsteps of
our Lord Jesus Christ: “Go!” Let us
travel on, together.

(Continued from previous page)
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 9 Pentecost, July 26

First reading and psalm: 2 sam. 11:1-15 • Ps. 14
Alternate: 2 Kings 4:42-44 • Ps. 145:10-19 • Eph. 3:14-21 • John 6:1-21

Material and Spiritual United

We leave Mark to hear John’s ac-
count of Jesus feeding the

5,000. The collect for the day con-
tains the petition that “we may so
pass through things temporal that we
lose not the things eternal.”
Those 5,000 people had a very

practical “temporal” problem. They
were hungry. They had left their vil-
lages and homes and raced around
the lake to be with Jesus, to be
healed and instructed — although
healing was probably higher on their
agenda than being taught.
By the time Christians began to

hear John’s gospel, this event was
long in the past. Looking back at
gospel lessons, we find it easy to
“spiritualize” the mighty acts of Je-
sus. It’s good for us to return to the
obvious. The people were hungry.
They were fed. How they were fed
was extraordinary, miraculous, and
therefore, to our modern minds, dis-
tinctly odd. How on earth, or even
heaven, may 5,000 people be fed by
half a loaf of bread and a can’s worth
of sardines? So we resort to
metaphor. It’s easy to do because
John will go on to recount Jesus’
teaching on his being the Bread of
Life. The gospel has to be read as a
whole, and so we too must see the
connections of the miracle, the
teaching, and the Eucharist in which
we are fed and transformed by a
crumb of bread and a sip of wine.
Jesus fed. In his taking care of the

physical needs of the crowd, that
which will be normal in the kingdom
breaks into our world and we are
amazed. Even the disciples were
amazed. It is important for us to real-
ize that in this miracle the material
and the spiritual are one. There’s no
distinction. When we attempt to sep-
arate the two we get into trouble.
People who attempt to be spiritual
without being religious end up with
neither. Christianity is not about sav-
ing souls but about the redemption,

the putting right, of “ourselves, our
souls, and bodies” and of the world.
When we feed the poor we are being
sacramental. When we receive Holy
Communion we are being material.
Passing through things temporal in-
volves the whole person and gaining
things eternal will involve the whole
person.

O God, the protector of all who
trust in you, without whom noth-
ing is strong, nothing is holy: In-
crease and multiply upon us your
mercy; that, with you as our ruler
and guide, we may so pass through
things temporal, that we lose not the
things eternal; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Look It Up
Read John 6.

Think About It
How does your physical well-being
affect your spiritual life?

Proclaiming
the Faith

Reciting the liturgy in Igbo, sharing the
chalice with the homeless, and discovering
the Canterbury Trail all illustrate the rich
vibrancy of the Episcopal Diocese of Dal-
las, where 11,300 believers sit in the pews
each Sunday to worship in one of our 70
parishes or missions. We are Resurrection
people with a mission to restore all people
to unity with God and each other in
Christ. Our diocesan borders stretch east
to Arkansas, north to Oklahoma, west to
Tarrant County, and dip just south of Dal-
las. This is where you will find us feeding
the hungry, ministering to prisoners, en-
gaging in formation, and transforming
lives.  Come to one of our churches and ex-
perience the joy of knowing Christ and be-
ing in communion with his people. 
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VoLUmE 251   •   NUmBER 1

SUNDAY’S READINGS | 10 Pentecost, August 2
First reading and psalm: 2 samuel 11:26-12:13a • Ps. 51:1-13

Alternate: Exodus 16:2-4,9-15 • Ps. 78:23-29 • Ephesians 4:1-16 • John 6:24-35

Jesus’ Presence Transforms

Jesus has fed the crowds and thenquickly escaped to Capernaum. But
the crowds cannot get enough. They
risk the lake journey, commanding all
the available boats. The chance of a
free meal was irresistible. They were
becoming what some call rice Chris-
tians. The term originated on the mis-
sion field in Victorian times, when des-
perately undernourished people came
to the missionaries to be fed and
healed and many drifted away when
their physical needs were not met.
They judged the reality of Christianity
by its practical effectiveness.
“Do not work for the food that per-

ishes, but for the food that endures for
eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you.” To this the crowd replies,
“What shall we do?” Jesus replies, “Be-
lieve in me.” The crowd wants a sign,
another practical miracle, probably
more food.
The crowds remind Jesus that when

their ancestors wandered in the
wilderness seeking to find the Prom-
ised Land, they were fed by manna, a
fleshy plant that appears after rare
rainfall in the desert. Basically they
were testing Jesus. If you are who you
say you are, feed us. Jesus reminds
them that it was God who fed their an-
cestors. Jesus tells them that the
Bread of Life comes down from
heaven to give life to the world. “Sir,
give us this bread always,” they reply.
“I am the Bread of Life.”
In My Fair Lady an exasperated

Eliza demands that her suitor stop
talking about love and show her in-
stead. She wants something tangible
and practical. The crowds want a sign
from Jesus. In effect they say, “How
does this work?”
Outside the safety of our churches

there are people, many people, who
do not think that anything we believe,
anything we do in church, really
works. They are uninterested in some
after-death experience. They battle
with the enormous complexities of

contemporary society in their daily
lives and worries. They want some-
thing that “gives life to the world.”
At the heart and center of Christian

faith is the conviction that the pres-
ence of Jesus among us, expressed
powerfully in the sacrament of the al-
tar, gives life to the world. God is
preparing our communities for the
coming of Jesus by acclimating us to
his presence among us, a presence
that is spiritual and material, that
touches and transforms who we are in
order to feed us. We are strengthened
for service, and that strengthening
gives us the serene capability to face
real life and living.
We are gifted in order to give. A self-

ish faith is a hoarding faith. It ignores
that we are community, a community
set apart, called, given the vocation to
demonstrate the presence of Jesus,
who gives life to the world.

Let your continual mercy, O Lord,
cleanse and defend your Church; and,
because it cannot continue in safety
without your help, protect and govern
it always by your goodness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Look It Up
Read John 6:24-35 again.

Think About It
How do I show the people with whom
I interact that Jesus is here to change
the world?
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SUNDAY’S READINGS | 11 Pentecost, August 9
First reading and psalm: 2 sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 • Ps. 130

Alternate: 1 Kings 19:4-8 • Ps. 34:1-8 • Eph. 4:25-5:2 • John 6:35,41-51

Jesus’ Choice

Who does he think he is? The very
same people who were de-

manding food at the feeding of the
5,000 now angrily denounce Jesus’
claims: “Is not this Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How can he now say, ‘I have
come down from heaven’?”
Just imagine what you would think

if your rector claimed to be the
Archangel Gabriel and promised you
eternal life. The senior warden would
be on a cell phone to the bishop.
There’s no way to downplay the ex-
traordinary nature of Jesus’ claim. The
doctrine of the eternal divinity and ut-
ter humanity of Jesus was not
dreamed up centuries after the Incar-
nation. The Gospel of John appears
within 80 years after Jesus, at a time
when the other gospels circulated.
“Not that anyone has seen the Fa-

ther except the one who is from God;
he has seen the Father.” This is a shat-
tering claim. No wonder the people
who knew him responded with indig-
nation and disbelief. C.S Lewis re-
marked: “A man who was merely a
man and said the sort of things Jesus
said would not be a great moral
teacher. He would either be a lunatic
— on a level of a man who says he is a
poached egg — or else he would be
the Devil of Hell. … Either this man
was, and is, the Son of God; or else a
madman or something worse.”
If Jesus is merely a great moral

teacher, or even some form of natural
healer, he’s not worth following, let
alone dying for. Make no mistake: in
making the claims he made for him-
self, Jesus increased the hostility of
the religious leaders and the in-
credulity of the people. He seems to
court their fury and the death that
would ensue.
In an age of individual choice, it is

important to hold on to the concept
that we have been chosen by God to
be baptized, to be Christians, to be
part of a parish and to serve Jesus.

Such a realization, such a vocation,
drives us to our knees in humility and
thanksgiving. It impels us to hold out
our hands in gratitude to be fed by the
Living Bread, Jesus the Lord. Onto our
palms, into our mouths, into our living
being, this Jesus, son of Joseph and
Mary, Son of God and of Man, deigns
to possess us, and as we receive Holy
Communion as a fellowship, Jesus
claims and enlivens his Church.
We are called to hear the claims Je-

sus made for himself, to evaluate
them, and then to make a decision, or
to remake our baptismal decision. We
make such a decision whenever we
are asked why we are a Christian. It’s a
decision we cannot avoid.

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the
spirit to think and do always those
things that are right, that we, who
cannot exist without you, may by you
be enabled to live according to your
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

Look It Up
Read John 6:35, 41-51 and pray about it.

Think About It
How do the claims Jesus made for
himself shape your life?

Steady Growth
The Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma cov-
ers the entire state, nearly 70,000 square
miles spanning numerous geographic
landscapes. It includes approximately
25,000 Episcopalians, 70 congregations,
and 150 resident clergy. We are divided
into six regions and support five Episcopal
schools, two residential communities for
mature adults, and a thriving camp and
conference center, St. Crispin’s. The Dio-
cese of Oklahoma is a member of Province
VII, consisting of 12 other dioceses in
close proximity. Out of all of the dioceses
in the Episcopal Church, the Diocese of
Oklahoma has consistently seen growth in
the past several years. The State of the
Church report shows that our diocese is
growing at a rate of over four percent.

In April 2014, our diocese held the Re-
claiming the Gospel of Peace Conference,
an Episcopal national gathering to chal-
lenge the epidemic of violence. Bishops,
clergy, and laity from throughout the Epis-
copal Church explored the realities of vio-
lence and rededicated themselves to the
Gospel of peace.   

Our current capital campaign for St.
Crispin’s Camp and Conference Center will
help us provide a remodel with significant
enhancements to our facilities. These en-
hancements will allow us to more effectively
serve people of all faiths who come to St.
Crispin’s for rest, relaxation, and renewal. 

The Episcopal Diocese of Oklahoma
924 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City, OK 73102

405.232.4820 | www.epiok.org
Follow us on Twitter: @EpiDioOK

A LIVING CHURCH Sponsor
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The Rt. Rev. Dr. Stephen Andrews,
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. John C. Bauerschmidt,
Nashville, Tenn.

The Rev. Dr. Michael B. Cover, Milwaukee, Wis.

Prudence Dailey, Oxford, England

The Most Rev. Gerald James Ian Ernest,
Mauritius

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Goddard, 
London, England

Carrie Boren Headington, Dallas, Texas

The Rev. Dr. Charles Henery,
Delafield, Wis.

Marie Howard, Jacksonville, Fla.

The Rev. Jordan Hylden, Columbia, S.C.

The Rev. Jay C. James, Raleigh, N.C.

David A. Kalvelage, Hot Springs Village, Ark.

Elisabeth Rain Kincaid, La Porte, Ind.

The Rev. Dr. Russell Levenson, Jr.,
Houston, Texas

The Rt. Rev. Edward S. Little II,
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The Rt. Rev. D. Bruce MacPherson,
Edmond, Okla.

Richard J. Mammana, Jr., 
New Haven, Conn.

The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins,
Springfield, Ill.

The Rt. Rev. Steven A. Miller, 
Milwaukee, Wis.

The Rev. Jonathan Mitchican, Drexel Hill, Pa.

Daniel Muth, Leland, N.C.

The Most Rev. Bernard Ntahoturi,
Bujumbura, Burundi

David R. Pitts, Baton Rouge, La.

Dr. Colin Podmore, London, England

The Rev. Nicholas T. Porter,
West Brattleboro, Vt.

The Rev. Dr. Walter L. “Chip” Prehn, Midland, Texas

The Rev. Dr. Ephraim Radner, Toronto, Ont.

Kenneth A. Ross III, Grand Rapids, Mich.

Dr. Grace Sears, Richmond, Ky.

The Very Rev. Dr. Graham M. Smith, 
Jerusalem

Miriam K. Stauff,  Wauwatosa, Wis.

The Rev. Canon E. Mark Stevenson,
Dallas, Texas

Dr. Shirleen S. Wait, Atlantic Beach, Fla.

Dr. Christopher Wells, Milwaukee, Wis.

NNOOTTIICCEE: MOVING SERVICES

Skip Higgins
225-937-0700

www.custommovers.net • skip@custommovers.net
““MMoovviinngg EEppiissccooppaall cclleerrggyy ttoo nneeww mmiinniissttrriieess ssiinnccee 11998822..””

Clergy discounts   • Only one survey/ 3 estimates   • Major van lines represented
Full value protection plans   • Late pick-up/delivery penalties*

Internet satellite tracking   • 24/7 cell phone contact to assure your peace of mind

CUSTOM MOVERS - FHWA Lic. #MC370752
*Certain Restrictions apply

CLASSIFIEDS

FLAGS AND BANNERS: Custom designed Episcopal
flags and banners by Festival Flags in Richmond,VA.
Please contact us by phone at 800-233-5247 or by E-mail
at festflags@aol.com.

PASTOR IN PEBBLE BEACH: Our Church in the
Forest pastor is now retiring after sixteen years of gifted
service. At the onset of taking this post he was advised
by his mentor, "When you leave there for Heaven, it will
be more of a lateral move!" Perhaps this view will
attract your interest as well.
Located in Pebble Beach, California, our 250-per-

son, multi-denominational congregation of primarily
retired folks is grateful to be here. Most have chosen to
reside in this Central Coast location with its abundance
of beauty and culture as well as its temperate weather.
For those candidates interested in the full-time min-

ister position at Church in the Forest, we ask but a few
questions: Would you enjoy conducting one weekly
worship service (except for major celebrations) accom-
panied by professionally performed classical music in a
beautiful, glass-fronted chapel? Can you deliver a well-
polished sermon with intellectual fiber? Do you like
people and are you willing to provide supportive pas-
toral care? Do you have a sense of humor? Do you dis-
like committees? Would you prefer not to have
innumerable administrative responsibilities such as a
choir, multiple church services, Sunday School and con-
stant fundraising? If you answered "yes" to these ques-
tions, you might be interested in exploring further!
Should your strong academic background and suc-

cessful, senior ministerial history prompt you to con-
sider applying, please visit our website at:
www.churchintheforest.org and click on the "Pastor
Search" button on the home page. If you have additional
questions, you may contact David Nee, Chair, Search
Committee, at: search@churchintheforest.org.

CHURCH FURNISHINGS

advertising@livingchurch.org
(414) 292-1245

ASSISTANT PRIEST: St. James’ Church, Texarkana,
Texas, an anglo-catholic parish of the Diocese of Dallas,
seeks an associate priest. Details are available online at
www.stjamestxk.org.

ASSOCIATE: St. John’s, Roanoke, VA, corporate-
sized parish at foot of the Blue Ridge, seeks energetic
associate to participate in liturgical, sacramental and
pastoral life, complete 4 member clergy team discerning
our future, incorporate newcomers, develop lay leader-
ship, refocus family ministries. We value strong preach-
ing, creativity, teamwork, collegiality in a healthy,
growing parish. Learn about us at www.stjohn-
sroanoke.org. Send OTM and resume to Judy Stark,
judystark.roanoke@gmail.com.

ASSOCIATE RECTOR - COMMUNITY LIFE:
Saint Luke’s Parish, Darien, CT, a large, active Epis-
copal church, is seeking a full-time Associate Rector for
Community Life, with primary responsibility for
Inreach and Outreach programs. The successful candi-
date will be a strong advocate for leading our congrega-
tion to grow in faith through service. Parish housing is
provided. For more information and a job description,
look for the Associate Search tab on our website:
www.saintlukesdarien.org

POSITIONS OFFERED

POSITIONS OFFERED

RECTOR: St. Dustan’s Episcopal Church, San Diego,
a program-sized, committed Lay Ministry-based parish,
seeks a unique priest to help us continue with the joy and
love we’ve been rediscovering. We are big in outreach,
have a transition in staff underway (with no current paid
assistant), and are looking for a Rector who is strongly
biblical, considers prayer essential, with strengths in
preaching/teaching and demonstrable past success in a
comprehensive spiritual gifts/vocations-based strategy
for outreach and mission. We’ve been involved over the
years with Cursillo, Renewal, OSL, Faith Alive, Daugh-
ters, Alpha, etc., and look to be alive in the Holy Spirit,
lifting up Jesus Christ, to the glory of God the Father, so
all the world will come to know Him. Candidates should
have at least 4 years of ordained service and be strong in
personal self-discipline and holiness. A seasoned priest
will be competitively compensated. Contact: David
Bagley, newrectorsearch@stdustans.org. Application
deadline Sept. 1.

Episcopal Priests
Wanted

FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME
Anglo-Catholic, Evangelical, 

Charismatic

Episcopal Diocese of Albany
Email: 

Beth Strickland, TMO
estrickland@albanydiocese.org



Birmingham, Alabama
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
oF THE ADVENT
2017 sixth Ave. N. • 205.251.2324
adventbirmingham.org

Vail, Colorado
CHURCH oF THE TRANsFIGURATIoN
19 Vail Rd. • 970.476.0618
episcopalvail.com

Bradenton, Florida
CHRIsT CHURCH
4030 manatee Ave. w. • 941.747.3709
christchurchswfla.org

Jacksonville, Florida
DIoCEsE oF FLoRIDA
325 N. market st. • 904.356.1328
diocesefl.org

orlando, Florida
DIoCEsE oF CENTRAL FLoRIDA
1017 E. Robinson st. • 407.423.3567
cfdiocese.org

sarasota, Florida
CHURCH oF THE REDEEmER
222 south Palm Ave. • 941.955.4263
redeemersarasota.org

savannah, Georgia
THE CoLLEGIATE CHURCH
oF sT. PAUL THE APosTLE
1802 Abercorn st. • 912.232.0274
stpaulsavannah.org

savannah, Georgia
sT. JoHN’s CHURCH
1 w. macon st. • 912.232.1251
stjohnssav.org

Chicago, Illinois
DIoCEsE oF CHICAGo
65 E Huron st. • 312.751.4200
episcopalchicago.org

springfield, Illinois
DIoCEsE oF sPRINGFIELD
821 s. second st. • 217.525.1876
episcopalspringfield.org

shreveport, Louisiana
sT. mARK’s CATHEDRAL 
908 Rutherford street • 318.221.3360
stmarkscatheral.net

Chevy Chase, maryland
ALL sAINTs CHURCH
3 Chevy Chase Circle • 301.654.2488
allsaintschurch.net

st. Louis, missouri
THE CHURCH oF sT. mICHAEL
& sT. GEoRGE
6345 wydown Blvd. • 314.721.1502
csmsg.org

New York, New York
EPIsCoPAL CHURCH FoUNDATIoN
815 second Ave. • 212.697.2858
episcopalfoundation.org

New York, New York
TRINITY wALL sTREET
74 Trinity Pl. • 212.602.0800
trinitywallstreet.org

Tonawanda, New York
DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN NEw YoRK
1064 Brighton Rd. • 716.881.0660
episcopalwny.org

Raleigh, North Carolina
sT. TImoTHY’s CHURCH
4523 six Forks Rd. • 919.787.7590
sttimothyschurch.org

Cincinnati, ohio
DIoCEsE oF soUTHERN oHIo
412 sycamore st. • 800.582.1712
diosohio.org

oklahoma City, oklahoma
ALL soULs’ CHURCH
6400 N. Pennsylvania Ave. • 405.842.1461
allsoulsokc.com

oklahoma City, oklahoma
DIoCEsE oF oKLAHomA
924 N. Robinson Ave. • 405.232.4820
episcopaloklahoma.org

wayne, Pennsylvania
sT. DAVID’s CHURCH
763 s. Valley Forge Rd. • 610.688.7947
stdavidschurch.org

Providence, Rhode Island
s. sTEPHEN’s CHURCH
114 George st. • 401.421.6702
sstephens.org

Nashville, Tennessee
DIoCEsE oF TENNEssEE
3700 woodmont Blvd. • 615.251.3322
edtn.org

Nashville, Tennessee
sT. GEoRGE’s CHURCH
4715 Harding Pike • 615.385.2150
stgeorgesnashville.org

sewanee, Tennessee
CommUNITY oF sT. mARY
soUTHERN PRoVINCE
1100 st. mary’s Lane • 931.598.0046
stmary-conventsewanee.org
by the generous gift of the Rt. Rev.
& Mrs. D. Bruce MacPherson

(Continued on next page)
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THE LIVING CHURCH seeks to build up the body, urged on by the love of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5).
To become a TLC Partner, please contact Christopher Wells: cwells@livingchurch.org or (414) 292-1240.

CHURCH oF THE TRANsFIGURATIoN, VAIL

CHRIsT CHURCH, BRADENToN



GUARANTORS
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Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THE INCARNATIoN
3966 mcKinney Ave.
214.521.5101
incarnation.org

Dallas, Texas
DIoCEsE oF DALLAs
1630 N. Garrett Ave.
214.826.8310
edod.org

Houston, Texas
THE CHURCH oF sT. JoHN
THE DIVINE
2450 River oaks Blvd.
713.622.3600
sjd.org

Houston, Texas
DIoCEsE oF TEXAs
1225 Texas Ave. • 713.520.6444
epicenter.org

Houston, Texas
sT. DUNsTAN’s CHURCH
14301 stuebner Airline Rd.
281.440.1600
saintdunstans.org

Houston, Texas
sT. mARTIN’s CHURCH
717 sage Rd. • 713.621.3040
stmartinsepiscopal.org

san Antonio, Texas
CHRIsT CHURCH
510 Belknap Pl.
210.736.3132
cecsa.org

west Brattleboro, Vermont
JERUsALEm PEACEBUILDERs
P.o. Box 2020 • 802.254.0068
jerusalempeacebuilders.org

milwaukee, wisconsin
CATHEDRAL CHURCH 
oF ALL sAINTs
818 E. Juneau Ave.
414.271.7719
ascathedral.org

mobile, Alabama
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHEDRAL
115 s. Conception st.
251.438.1822
christchurchcathedralmobile.org

Denver, Colorado
sT. JoHN’s CATHEDRAL
1350 washington st.
303.831.7115
sjcathedral.org

meriden, Connecticut
EPIsCoPAL CHURCH
IN CoNNECTICUT
290 Pratt street, Box 52
203.639.3501
episcopalct.org

washington, D.C.
CHRIsT CHURCH, GEoRGETowN
31st and o sts. Nw
202.333.6677
christchurchgeorgetown.org

orlando, Florida
sT. mARY oF THE ANGELs
6316 matchett Rd. • 407.855.1930
stmaryangels.org

Parrish, Florida
DIoCEsE oF soUTHwEsT
FLoRIDA
8005 25th st. E. • 941.556.0315
episcopalswfl.org

Pensacola, Florida
DIoCEsE oF THE CENTRAL
GULF CoAsT
201 N. Baylen st. • 850.434.7337
diocgc.org

Vero Beach, Florida
TRINITY CHURCH
2365 Pine Ave. • 772.567.1146
trinityvero.org

wellington, Florida
sT. DAVID’s IN THE PINEs
465 west Forest Hill Blvd.
561.793.1976
saintdavidsinthepines.org

Augusta, Georgia
CHURCH oF THE GooD
sHEPHERD
2230 walton way • 706.738.3386
goodshepherd-augusta.org

south Bend, Indiana
DIoCEsE oF NoRTHERN
INDIANA
117 N. Lafayette Blvd.
574.233.6489
ednin.org

Detroit, michigan
sT. JoHN’s CHURCH
2326 woodward Ave.
313.962.7358
stjohnsdetroit.org

minneapolis, minnesota
DIoCEsE oF mINNEsoTA
1730 Clifton Pl., ste. 201
612.871.5311
episcopalmn.org

Jackson, mississippi
DIoCEsE oF mIssIssIPPI
118 N. Congress st.
601.948.5954
dioms.org

Albuquerque, New mexico
DIoCEsE oF THE RIo GRANDE
6400 Coors Blvd. Nw
505.881.0636
dioceserg.org

Cooperstown, New York
CHRIsT CHURCH
46 River st. • 607.547.9555
christchurchcooperstown.org

Garden City, New York
DIoCEsE oF LoNG IsLAND
36 Cathedral Ave.
516.248.4800
dioceselongisland.org

Glens Falls, New York
THE CHURCH oF THE mEssIAH
296 Glen st. • 518.792.1560
messiahgf.org

Greenwich, New York
DIoCEsE oF ALBANY
580 Burton Rd. • 518.692.3350
albanyepiscopaldiocese.org

New York, New York
GRACE CHURCH
802 Broadway • 212.254.2000
gracechurchnyc.org

New York, New York
sT. THomAs CHURCH
FIFTH AVENUE
1 west 53rd st. • 212.757.7013
saintthomaschurch.org

Durham, North Carolina
sT. sTEPHEN’s CHURCH
82 Kimberly Dr. • 919.493.5451
ststephensdurham.dionc.org

monroeville, Pennsylvania
DIoCEsE oF PITTsBURGH
4099 william Penn Hwy. ste 502
412.721.0853
episcopalpgh.org

Charleston, south Carolina
CHURCH oF THE HoLY
CommUNIoN
218 Ashley Ave. • 843.722.2024
holycomm.org

Columbia, south Carolina
DIoCEsE oF UPPER
soUTH CARoLINA
1115 marion st. • 803.771.7800
edusc.org

Nashville, Tennessee
CHRIsT CHURCH CATHEDRAL
900 Broadway • 615.255.7729
christcathedral.org

Nashville, Tennessee
sT. BARTHoLomEw’s CHURCH
4800 Belmont Park Ter.
615.377.4750
stbs.net

Corpus Christi, Texas
CHURCH oF THE GooD
sHEPHERD
700 s. Upper Broadway
361.882.1735
cotgs.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THE GooD
sHEPHERD
11122 midway Rd.
214.351.6468
goodshepherddallas.org

Fort worth, Texas
DIoCEsE oF FoRT woRTH
2900 Alemeda st.
817.244.2885
fwepiscopal.org

Kerrville, Texas
sT. PETER’s CHURCH
320 saint Peter st.
830.257.8162
stpeterskerrville.com

midland, Texas
TRINITY sCHooL oF mIDLAND
3500 w. wadley Ave.
432.697.3281
trinitymidland.org

san Antonio, Texas
DIoCEsE oF wEsT TEXAs
111 Torcido Dr. • 210.824.5387
dwtx.org

Richmond, Virginia
sT. mATTHEw’s CHURCH
1101 Forest Ave. • 804.288.1911
stmatthewsrichmond.org

SPONSORS
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Kinston, North Carolina
DIoCEsE oF EAsT CARoLINA
705 Doctors Dr. • 252.522.0885
diocese-eastcarolina.org

Fargo, North Dakota
DIoCEsE oF NoRTH DAKoTA
3600 25th st. s. • 701.235.6688
ndepiscopal.org

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
sT. ANDREw’s CHURCH
5801 Hampton st. 
412.661.1245
standrewspgh.org

Hendersonville, Tennessee
sT. JosEPH oF ARImATHEA
103 Country Club Dr.
615.824.2910
stjosephofarimathea.org

Knoxville, Tennessee
CHURCH oF THE AsCENsIoN
800 s. Northshore Dr.
865.588.0589
knoxvilleascension.org

memphis, Tennessee
DIoCEsE oF wEsT TENNEssEE
692 Poplar Ave. • 901.526.0023
www.episwtn.org

Allen, Texas
CHURCH oF THE sAVIoR
110 s Alma Dr. • 214.785.1612
ofthesavior.org

Dallas, Texas
CHURCH oF THE HoLY CRoss
4052 Herschel Ave.
214.528.3855
holycrossdallas.org

Denton, Texas
sT. DAVID oF wALEs
623 Ector st. • 940.387.2622
stdavidsdenton.org

Houston, Texas
sT. FRANCIs CHURCH
345 Piney Point Rd. • 713.782.1270
www.sfch.org

Lubbock, Texas
DIoCEsE oF NoRTHwEsT
TEXAs
1802 Broadway • 806.763.1370
nwtdiocese.org

Navasota, Texas
CAmP ALLEN
18800 Fm 362 • 936.825.7175
campallen.org

waco, Texas
CHURCH oF THE HoLY sPIRIT
1624 wooded Acres Dr.
254.772.1982
holyspiritwaco.com

Richmond, Virginia
sT. JAmEs’s CHURCH
1205 w. Franklin st.
804.355.1779
doers.org

Pewaukee, wisconsin
sT. BARTHoLomEw’s CHURCH
N27 w24000 Paul Ct.
262.691.0836
stbartspewaukee.com

New orleans, Louisiana
DIoCEsE oF LoUIsIANA
1623 7th st. • 504.895.6634
edola.org

Pineville, Louisiana
DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN
LoUIsIANA
335 main st. • 318.442.1304
diocesewla.org

Boston, massachusetts
THE CHURCH oF THE ADVENT
30 Brimmer st. • 617.523.2377
theadventboston.org

Boston, massachusetts
DIoCEsE oF mAssACHUsETTs
138 Tremont st. • 617.482.5800
diomass.org

springfield, massachusetts
DIoCEsE oF wEsTERN
mAssACHUsETTs
37 Chestnut st. • 413.737.4786
diocesewma.org

Grand Rapids, michigan
GRACE CHURCH
1815 Hall st. sE • 616.241.4631
gracechurchgr.org

Las Vegas, Nevada
DIoCEsE oF NEVADA
9480 s. Eastern Ave.
702.737.9190
episcopalnevada.org

Concord, New Hampshire
DIoCEsE oF NEw HAmPsHIRE
63 Green st. • 603.224.1914
nhepiscopal.org

Trenton, New Jersey
DIoCEsE oF NEw JERsEY
808 w state st. • 609.394.5281
dioceseofnj.org

Greenwich, New York
CommUNITY oF sT. mARY
EAsTERN PRoVINCE
242 Cloister way • 518.692.3028
stmaryseast.org

New York, New York
CHURCH oF THE
TRANsFIGURATIoN
1 E. 29th st. • 212.684.6770
littlechurch.org

Rochester, New York
DIoCEsE oF RoCHEsTER
935 East Ave. • 585.473.2977
episcopaldioceseofrochester.org

seattle, washington
DIoCEsE oF oLYmPIA
1551 10th Ave. E
206.325.4200
ecww.org

Charleston, west Virginia
DIoCEsE oF wEsT VIRGINIA
1608 Virginia st. E
304.344.3597
wvdiocese.org

Appleton, wisconsin
DIoCEsE oF FoND DU LAC
1051 N. Lynndale Dr. ste. 1B
920.830.8866
episcopalfonddulac.org

milwaukee, wisconsin
DIoCEsE oF mILwAUKEE
804 E. Juneau Ave.
414.272.3028
diomil.org

sheboygan, wisconsin
GRACE CHURCH
1011 N. 7th st. • 920.452.9659
gracesheboygan.com

soCIETY oF mARY
AmERICAN REGIoN
secretary: Dr. Paul Cooper
415 Pennington-Titusville Rd.
Titusville, New Jersey 08560
609.737.9280
somamerica.org

Pine Bluff, Arkansas
TRINITY CHURCH
703 w. 3rd Ave. • 870.534.3832
trinitychurchpb.org

Carlsbad, California
sT. mICHAEL’s BY-THE-sEA 
2775 Carlsbad Blvd.
760.729.8901
stmichaelsbythesea.org

wilmington, Delaware
DIoCEsE oF DELAwARE
913 wilson Rd. • 302.256.0374
dioceseofdelaware.net

orlando, Florida
CATHEDRAL CHURCH
oF sT. LUKE
130 N. magnolia Ave.
407.849.0680
stlukescathedral.org

Des moines, Iowa
DIoCEsE oF IowA
225 37th st. • 515.277.6165
iowaepiscopal.org

ASSOCIATES



Church Publishing News from General Convention

Visit ChurchPublishing.org for a complete listing. Purchase 
at your local Episcopal bookstore; online at Cokesbury.com; 
or call Cokesbury customer service 800.672.1789 to order.

Joining God, Remaking Church, 
Changing the World
The New Shape of the Church  
in Our Time
ALAN J. ROXBURGH

Practical wisdom for joining God’s 
life in the world.
9780819232113  |  $16.00

St. Benedict’s Toolbox 
The Nuts and Bolts of Everyday   
Benedictine Living
10th Anniversary Edition, Revised
JANE TOMAINE

Enrich your own study and practice 
of the Rule with these new tools for 
the “Toolbox”.
9780819231987  |  $24.00

Bishop Michael Curry of North Carolina elected 
27th Presiding Bishop by the 78th General Convention

CHECK OUT HIS LATEST BOOKS!

Songs My Grandma Sang
MICHAEL B. CURRY
Bishop Curry shares the music of his childhood—the songs that have grown with him to 
shape an adult and vibrant faith.
9780819229939  |  $18.00

“It’s hard to read this book without wanting to sing. Michael Curry opens up
the hymns that carried his own ancestors and our ancestors in the faith, to 
reveal the wonders of God’s love anew. His soul is a witness for the Lord.” 
—Sara Miles, author of Take This Bread

Crazy Christians
A Call to Follow Jesus
MICHAEL B. CURRY

Best-selling book based on his 2012 General Convention homily and video that went 
viral on the web. 
9780819228857  |  $18.00

“Inspiring, provocative, and profound, this book will draw you in, from its
�rst page—and then it will send you out.” —Lauren F Winne, author of  
Girl Meets God and Still

The Parish is the Issue
What I Learned and How I Learned It
LOREN B. MEAD

Loren Mead, nationally known 
founder of The Alban Institute, 
shares re�ections on changes in 
congregational development theory 
over 40 years. 
9780819232328  |  $16.00

Preparing for Baptism in   
the Episcopal Church
ANNE E. KITCH

Preparation tool for families in 
planning a baptism.
9780819231710  |  $7.50

NEW BOOKS FROM CHURCH PUBLISHING

Sign up for our new In Service monthly newsletter www.churchpublishing.org/Inservice. 
 Books also available as eBooks for your reader. Follow us on         


